‘AQEEDA

The Belief System of Islam

What is the meaning of the word “’Aqeeda?”

· Linguistically – believing, ideas, tying things together

· Root Word: Aa-Qa-Da means affirmation, certainty, adherence to 

· Plural: ‘Aqaa’id refers to matters which pertain to belief without any doubt

· Related Word: Qaa’ida means principles, laws, pillars of belief (having absolute proof and certainty and without a hint of doubt)

What is the Islamic Context regarding this word?

The word ‘Aqeeda, in the Islamic context, refers to matters of knowledge which pertain to belief in the heart.  What is it that we are required to believe in?  This is mentioned in the Noble Quran (2:285): 

آمَنَ الرَّسُولُ بِمَا أُنزِلَ إِلَيْهِ مِن رَّبِّهِ وَالْمُؤْمِنُونَ كُلٌّ آمَنَ بِاللّهِ وَمَلآئِكَتِهِ وَكُتُبِهِ وَرُسُلِهِ لاَ نُفَرِّقُ بَيْنَ أَحَدٍ مِّن رُّسُلِهِ وَقَالُواْ سَمِعْنَا وَأَطَعْنَا غُفْرَانَكَ رَبَّنَا وَإِلَيْكَ الْمَصِيرُ

“The Messenger (Muhammad ) believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord, and (so do) the believers. Each one believes in Allâh, His Angels, His Books, and His Messengers. They say, "We make no distinction between one another of His Messengers" - and they say, "We hear, and we obey. (We seek) 
Your Forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the return (of all)."”
These aspects of ‘Aqeeda, also referred to as the Articles of Faith, are further defined in the “Hadith of Jibreel,” where the Prophet (saw
) relates that “Faith is to believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers, the Day of Judgement and Divine Destiny.” (Sahih Muslim 1/39/5)
What about the Islamic Context & the Lexicon Context?

The Islamic Context follows the linguistic representation in so far as to represent “that which contains no doubt therein.” This is referred to in the Noble Quran (49:15):

إِنَّمَا الْمُؤْمِنُونَ الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا بِاللَّهِ وَرَسُولِهِ ثُمَّ لَمْ يَرْتَابُوا

“Only those are the believers who have believed in Allâh and His Messenger, and afterward doubt not…”

Furthermore, the issues of belief are not always visible; in fact, other then the Books of Allah, we have no visual representation of our ‘Aqeeda, as is confirmed by Allah (2:3):
الَّذِينَ يُؤْمِنُونَ بِالْغَيْبِ

“Who believe in the Ghaib…”

Is Islam the only religion with an ‘Aqeeda?

No, in fact all religions and cultures exhibit some set of rules that they follow or some guidelines to life in which they believe.  This idea of a belief system is not unique to Islam.  However, as Muslims we recognize that there are two types of ‘Aqeeda:

· The first type is that which has been repeatedly sent down by Allah through His messengers and His books.  This ‘Aqeeda has never differed amongst the messengers, nor the books of Allah.

· The second type is that which is false.  This “falseness” is what comprises culture and philosophy and is created by the intellect of human beings.  Because humans are limited in their knowledge of creation and are influenced by their environment, they tend to base their concepts of life on customs, traditions, thoughts of old, and/or cultural affiliation.  Furthermore, this corruption of thought is what has distorted the truth which was revealed in previous times – hence, we see that the Jewish and Christian ‘Aqeeda” is no longer intact. Reference to this is present in the Noble Quran:

يَا أَهْلَ الْكِتَابِ لِمَ تَلْبِسُونَ الْحَقَّ بِالْبَاطِلِ وَتَكْتُمُونَ الْحَقَّ وَأَنتُمْ تَعْلَمُونَ

“O people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians): "Why do you mix truth with falsehood and conceal the truth while you know?"”(Aali Imran 3:71)

ثُمَّ لآتِيَنَّهُم مِّن بَيْنِ أَيْدِيهِمْ وَمِنْ خَلْفِهِمْ وَعَنْ أَيْمَانِهِمْ وَعَن شَمَآئِلِهِمْ وَلاَ تَجِدُ أَكْثَرَهُمْ شَاكِرِينَ

“And We inspired Mûsa (Moses) (saying): "Throw your stick," and behold! It swallowed up straight away all the falsehoods which they showed.” (Al-A'raf 7:117)

وَقُلْ جَاء الْحَقُّ وَزَهَقَ الْبَاطِلُ إِنَّ الْبَاطِلَ كَانَ زَهُوقًا

“And say: "Truth has come and Bâtil (falsehood) has perished. Surely! Falsehood, by its very nature,  is bound to perish."” (Al-Isra 17:81)

What has protected Islamic ‘Aqeeda from being distorted?
إِنَّا نَحْنُ نَزَّلْنَا الذِّكْرَ وَإِنَّا لَهُ لَحَافِظُونَ

Verily We: It is We Who have sent down the Dhikr and surely, We will guard it (from corruption). (Al-Hijr 15:9)
(This Ayat and Concept will be discussed in Session 1 of “Studying Hadith(
What is the Relationship between Eeman (faith), ‘Aqeeda and Shar’iya?

The analogy which best captures all three aspect of belief is that of a tree:  ‘Aqeeda is the root, Eeman is the trunk and Shar’iya is the branches; the fruits can be seen as the subsequent Hasanats. 

‘Aqeeda is the foundation and basis of Eeman, which is firmly established in the hearts.  ‘Aqeeda is the inner declaration of belief, which will never be let go of.  

Most importantly, ‘Aqeeda is not just lip service – it is actual belief in the heart.
Eeman, is the product of this strong belief, which results in the utterance of words of belief (i.e. the shahada). 

To illustrate, Abu Taalib (the Uncle of the Prophet Muhammad (saw)) said: “I know that the religion of Muhammad is one of the best religions in the world; were it not for the fear of blame and slander, you would see me acknowledging that openly.” In fact, there was no belief in this man’s heart – only fear of other people; this is evident because fear cannot block out belief.

The third component of belief comprises the actions of belief which stems from belief in the heart and the statement of the tongue.  These actions are actions of worship as are commanded by Allah.  Namely, there are 5 daily prayers, the giving of charity, the fasting in Ramadan and the hajj.  In general, the command of Allah is clear for all humans to follow: 

كُنتُمْ خَيْرَ أُمَّةٍ أُخْرِجَتْ لِلنَّاسِ تَأْمُرُونَ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ وَتَنْهَوْنَ عَنِ الْمُنكَرِ وَتُؤْمِنُونَ بِاللّهِ
“You are the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind; you enjoin Al-Ma'rûf (i.e. Islâmic Monotheism and all that Islâm has ordained) and forbid Al-Munkar (polytheism, disbelief and all that Islâm has forbidden), and you believe in Allâh.” (3:110)
The Opposite of Belief is: Kufr/Kafir
Kufr: Any deed which opposes that which has been ordained by Allah; falsehood; distortion of truth; sin; evil; insulting; shirk; denial of any aspect of Islamic ‘Aqeeda. 
Kafir: A person who has been introduced to Islam in the proper manner, who has asked all of his/her questions and had them answered in a full and appropriate manner, who has fully understood all of Islam and then has rejected it.

Our stance towards a Kufr is hate and disgust and, as such, we hate and feel disgusted by the actions of a Kafir.  HOWEVER, we do NOT hate the non-Muslim.  Rather, we hope that they would return to guidance and hope in this.  Islam is not a selfish religion which promotes arrogance; Islam is a religion which promotes hope and mercy for all human beings and creatures of Allah.  We do not point fingers and judge others (whether Muslim or not) – rather, we hope that Allah would guide the whole of humanity towards His Deen.

Why is this?  Because part of our belief – as will be discussed later – is the belief in Allah’s names and attributes; the foremost of these is that Allah is Ar-Rahman and Ar-Raheem as has been verified by this verse in the Noble Quran (4:48):

إِنَّ اللّهَ لاَ يَغْفِرُ أَن يُشْرَكَ بِهِ وَيَغْفِرُ مَا دُونَ ذَلِكَ لِمَن يَشَاء

“Verily, Allâh forgives not that partners should be set up with him in worship, but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He pleases.”

Furthermore, as the Prophet (saw) related to us in a hadith qudsi: “O son of Adam, if you were to come to me with an earthful of sin then you were to meet Me not associating anything in worship with Me, I would come to you with an earthful of forgiveness. (Tirmidhi) 

What will happen to non-Muslims on the Day of Judgment, who never knew about Islam?

The Prophet (saw) said: There are four types of people who will be tested on the Day of Resurrection: the deaf person who could not hear anything; the one who has lost his/her mental capacity and sanity; the senile, old man/woman; and the one who died during the fatarah.  The deaf man will say, “O Lord, Islam came and I did not hear it.” The insane person will say, “O Lord, Islam came but the young boys pelted me with camel dung.” The senile person will say, “O Lord, Islam came and I could not understand/hear anything.”  The one who died during the fatarah will say, “O Lord, no Messenger came to me.”  Then Allah will take their pledge to obey Him and He will send word to them to enter the fire.  By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, if they enter it, it will be cool and safe for them.” (Ahmad, Sahih)

وَمَا كُنَّا مُعَذِّبِينَ حَتَّى نَبْعَثَ رَسُولاً
“And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger (to give warning).” (Al-Isra 17:15)
How do ‘Aqeeda and Philosophy Mix?

In short, they do not!  The simple truth is that Islamic ‘Aqeeda is the truth and the truth stands up on its own, without need of any support.  Armed with our ‘Aqeeda, we are never in need of opinionizing and philosophizing and analyzing that which is obvious.  This would only lead to mixing the truth and the falsehood together – and who would drink from a pure drink mixed with dirt?   

وَمَا كَانَ لِمُؤْمِنٍ وَلَا مُؤْمِنَةٍ إِذَا قَضَى اللَّهُ وَرَسُولُهُ أَمْرًا أَن يَكُونَ لَهُمُ الْخِيَرَةُ مِنْ أَمْرِهِمْ وَمَن يَعْصِ اللَّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ فَقَدْ ضَلَّ ضَلَالًا مُّبِينًا
It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allâh and His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys Allâh and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed in a plain error. (Al-Ahzab 33:36)

قُلْ أَطِيعُواْ اللّهَ وَالرَّسُولَ
Say (O Muhammad SAW): "Obey Allâh and the Messenger (Muhammad SAW)." (Aali Imran 3:32)

يَا أَهْلَ الْكِتَابِ لِمَ تَلْبِسُونَ الْحَقَّ بِالْبَاطِلِ وَتَكْتُمُونَ الْحَقَّ وَأَنتُمْ تَعْلَمُونَ

O people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians): "Why do you mix truth with falsehood and conceal the truth while you know?" (Aali Imran 3:71)
كَذَلِكَ كَذَّبَ الَّذِينَ مِن قَبْلِهِم حَتَّى ذَاقُواْ بَأْسَنَا قُلْ هَلْ عِندَكُم مِّنْ عِلْمٍ فَتُخْرِجُوهُ لَنَا إِن تَتَّبِعُونَ إِلاَّ الظَّنَّ وَإِنْ أَنتُمْ إَلاَّ تَخْرُصُونَ
Likewise belied those who were before them, (they argued falsely with Allâh's Messengers), till they tasted of Our Wrath. Say: "Have you any knowledge (proof) that you can produce before us? Verily, you follow nothing but guess and you do nothing but lie." (Al-An'am 6:148)

One of the most amazing things is that when a person whose life is based on philosophy faces death, they would be forced to admit what their hearts are born already knowing: 
وَلَئِن سَأَلْتَهُم مَّنْ خَلَقَ السَّمَاوَاتِ وَالْأَرْضَ لَيَقُولُنَّ اللَّهُ
And if you (O Muhammad SAW) ask them: "Who has created the heavens and the earth," they will certainly say: "Allâh." (Luqman 31:25) 

� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhee wa Salaam – May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him





