
Major Sin # 17: Arrogance & Pride
As a reminder, what distinguishes a major sin from a minor sin is that a major sin activity that involves and/or negatively affects other individuals and/or a community.  Further, the major sin is one that has been mentioned by name in the Qur’an and/or authentic Hadith as being a heinous crime that may take a person to the Hellfire; most of these major sins are categorized with a specified punishment and/or trial in the grave (barzakh) and/or in the Hellfire.
Arrogance is no exception, as the Prophet (saw) said, “The one who has a grain of pride in his/her heart will not enter the Garden.” (Muslim)  Furthermore, commenting on the Story of Qaroon (Qur’an 28:76-82), the Prophet (saw) said, “Allah made the earth swallow up a man who walked with a strut and he will be tossed about in it with all his pomp until the Day of Resurrection.”

More obvious is that the leader of the shayateen also committed this major sin as Allah reveals:

وَإِذْ قُلْنَا لِلْمَلاَئِكَةِ اسْجُدُواْ لآدَمَ فَسَجَدُواْ إِلاَّ إِبْلِيسَ أَبَى وَاسْتَكْبَرَ وَكَانَ مِنَ الْكَافِرِينَ

And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate yourselves before Adam." and they (all) prostrated except Iblis (Satan); he refused and was proud and became one of those who deny (Allah’s Authority). (Al-Baqarah 2:34)
In fact, Allah followed this up by advising all human beings through the advice of Luqman to his son: 
وَلَا تُصَعِّرْ خَدَّكَ لِلنَّاسِ وَلَا تَمْشِ فِي الْأَرْضِ مَرَحًا إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَا يُحِبُّ كُلَّ مُخْتَالٍ فَخُورٍ

"And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor walk in insolence through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not each arrogant boaster. (Luqman 31:18)
No doubt is there then that pride and arrogance are two characteristics that go hand in hand and would lead only to one place, as the Prophet (saw) reiterates for us: “Shall I inform you about the inhabitants of the Fire?  Every cruel, proud, conceited person!” (Bukhari)

Arrogance and pride can also manifest itself in sneaky ways if we are not careful, as the Prophet (saw) warned us, “On the Day of Resurrection Allah will not look at three types of people: one who trails his garments (out of pride), one who recounts his favours to others in public and one who sells his merchandise backed by false oaths.” (Bukhari)

Finally, arrogance and pride should not interfere with the rights a person may receive – the Prophet (saw) said, “Three kinds of people will enter the Fire first – a ruler who sets himself up as a lord over people, a man who is rich in property and does not pay the right of Allah from his property (Zakat) and a vainglorious poor person who deprives his family of their share from the public treasury because of his false dignity and false pride. [image: image1.png]
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