
Major Sin # 39:  Betrayal of Trust
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ لاَ تَخُونُواْ اللّهَ وَالرَّسُولَ وَتَخُونُواْ أَمَانَاتِكُمْ وَأَنتُمْ تَعْلَمُونَ

O you who believe! Betray not Allah and His Messenger, nor betray knowingly your Amanat.  (Al-Anfal 8:27)

This verse was revealed concerning Abu Lubabah ibn Abul-Mundhir who was sent by the Prophet (saw) to Bani Qurayzah (the Jewish tribe who betrayed the Muslims by joining ranks with the Quraysh at the Battle of the Trench) at their request.  They said they would surrender to the Prophet (saw) on the condition that Sa’d ibn Mu’adh judge the matter.  Abu Lubabah then said, “Yes,” but made a gesture to indicate that this would lead to their death – he was telling them this was not a good idea.  This was an act of betrayal and, in fact, Abu Lubabah said, “No sooner had I left that place than I knew that I had betrayed Allah and His Messenger.”

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “There are three signs of a hypocrite: when he speaks, he lies; when he makes a promise, he breaks it; and when he is trusted, he betrays his trust.” (Bukhari)

Ibn Mas’ud relates that a man who had betrayed everything entrusted to him will be asked on the Day of Resurrection to repay those trusts.  He will say, “How can I, O my Lord? The world has passed away?”  Then, he will be shown a thing that he had betrayed and will be told to descend into the Hellfire to bring it back up.  The man will comply and will struggle to bring it up, as the weight will be as heavy as a mountain (on Earth) on his back and just as he thinks he is about to exit Hell, he will slip back down into its depths.  This will continue forever.  Ibn Mas’ud then said, “Prayer is trust, Ablution is trust, Ghusl is trust, giving full measure is a trust, giving full weight is a trust and the greatest of trusts are properties given in trusts.” (Ahmad; the chain ends at Ibn Mas’ud and is not traced back to the Prophet).
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