
Major Sin # 28: Consuming Wealth Unlawfully
وَلاَ تَأْكُلُواْ أَمْوَالَكُم بَيْنَكُم بِالْبَاطِلِ 

And do not consume your wealth among yourselves in falsehood (2:188)

From the tafsir of Ibn Abbas – that is to say, by taking a false oath as a means to appropriate the wealth of his brother unjustly.  Consuming wealth in falsehood has two aspects – taking it unjustly through usurpation, treachery or theft; taking it for sport or gaming such as gambling or betting and the like.

Defining: the collector of unlawfully imposed taxes; the cheat; the one how adulterates food (mixes olive oil with vegetable oil and sells it as pure olive oil), the thief, the lazy good-for-nothing, the giver and taker of usury, the consumer of an orphan’s property, the one who bears false witness; the one who gives short weight or measure, the one who sells a thing with some defect without making it known, the gambler, the magician, the astrologer, the maker of pictures, the prostitute, the professional mourner, the broker who takes high commission without a seller’s agreement, telling the buyer a higher price than the seller’s offer and the one who sells a free person into slavery and consumes the price of the sale.

The Prophet (saw) said, “If a man buys his cloak for ten dhirhams but what he pays for it includes even one dhirham from an unlawful source Allah will not accept his prayer for along as that cloak is with him.” (Ahmad)
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