Major Sin # 19: Consuming Intoxicants [Khamr]
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ إِنَّمَا الْخَمْرُ وَالْمَيْسِرُ وَالأَنصَابُ وَالأَزْلاَمُ رِجْسٌ مِّنْ عَمَلِ الشَّيْطَانِ فَاجْتَنِبُوهُ لَعَلَّكُمْ تُفْلِحُونَ إِنَّمَا يُرِيدُ الشَّيْطَانُ أَن يُوقِعَ بَيْنَكُمُ الْعَدَاوَةَ وَالْبَغْضَاء فِي الْخَمْرِ وَالْمَيْسِرِ وَيَصُدَّكُمْ عَن ذِكْرِ اللّهِ وَعَنِ الصَّلاَةِ فَهَلْ أَنتُم مُّنتَهُونَ

O you who believe! Intoxicants, gambling, Al​Ansab, and Al​Azlam (arrows for seeking luck or decision) are an abomination of Shaitan's (Satan) handiwork. So avoid (strictly all) that (abomination) in order that you may be successful. Shaitan (Satan) wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants (alcoholic drinks) and gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah and from As-Salat (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain? (Al-Ma'idah 5:90-91)
What is important to note is that, although Khamr is often translated in reference to alcoholic beverages, the Prophet (saw) said, “Every intoxicant is Khamr and every type of Khamr is prohibited.” (Muslim)  Accordingly, this broader definition will encompass every substance considered a narcotic and/or intoxicant and/or causes the body to react unnaturally (i.e. nicotine).

The penalty can be quite severe as outlined by the following hadith:

· The Prophet (saw) said, “For forty nights Allah turns away from the one who consumes intoxicants and, if the person becomes intoxicated then Allah will [in addition] not accept his/her charity or good deed.  Furthermore, if the person dies within that forty day period he/she will die as an idolater and he/she will drink the pus and blood from the inhabitants of the Fire.” (Hakim)
· The Prophet (saw) said, “A person who is disrespectful to his/her parents and the one who is addicted to khamr will not enter the Garden.” (Nisa’i)
· The Prophet (saw) said, “Truly Allah has cursed khamr and He cursed the one who produces it and the one for whom it is produced; the one who drinks it and the one who serves it; the one who carries it and the one for whom it is carried; the one who sells it and the one who earns from its sale; the one who buys it and the one for whom it is bought.” (Tirmidhi)
Some people claim that certain types of khamr contain cures and/or benefits for the human body.  Umm Salamah said, “My daughter was sick so I soaked some dates in a pot.  When the Messenger of Allah (saw) saw this he asked, “What is this for, Umm Salamah?”  I told him I was fermenting some dates as a medicine for my daughter.  He said, “Allah, Most High, has not made a cure for my people in what He has prohibited to them.”
يَسْأَلُونَكَ عَنِ الْخَمْرِ وَالْمَيْسِرِ قُلْ فِيهِمَا إِثْمٌ كَبِيرٌ وَمَنَافِعُ لِلنَّاسِ وَإِثْمُهُمَا أَكْبَرُ مِن نَّفْعِهِمَا
They ask you (O Muhammad ) concerning alcoholic drink and gambling. Say: "In them is a great sin, and (some) benefit for men, but the sin of them is greater than their benefit." (Al-Baqarah 2:219)[image: image1.png]
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