Major Sin # 20: Gambling
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ إِنَّمَا الْخَمْرُ وَالْمَيْسِرُ وَالأَنصَابُ وَالأَزْلاَمُ رِجْسٌ مِّنْ عَمَلِ الشَّيْطَانِ فَاجْتَنِبُوهُ لَعَلَّكُمْ تُفْلِحُونَ إِنَّمَا يُرِيدُ الشَّيْطَانُ أَن يُوقِعَ بَيْنَكُمُ الْعَدَاوَةَ وَالْبَغْضَاء فِي الْخَمْرِ وَالْمَيْسِرِ وَيَصُدَّكُمْ عَن ذِكْرِ اللّهِ وَعَنِ الصَّلاَةِ فَهَلْ أَنتُم مُّنتَهُونَ

O you who believe! Intoxicants, gambling, Al​Ansab, and Al​Azlam (arrows for seeking luck or decision) are an abomination of Shaitan's (Satan) handiwork. So avoid (strictly all) that (abomination) in order that you may be successful. Shaitan (Satan) wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants (alcoholic drinks) and gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah and from As-Salat (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain? (Al-Ma'idah 5:90-91)

وَلاَ تَأْكُلُواْ أَمْوَالَكُم بَيْنَكُم بِالْبَاطِلِ
And eat up not one another's property unjustly (in any illegal way) (Al-Baqarah 2:188)

In terms of betting on ‘games,’ it also falls under the category of gambling – in this respect the games called Backgammon and all related games are prohibited, as the Messenger of Allah (saw) related, “The one who plays backgammon is like a person who pollutes his hand with a pig’s flesh and blood.” (Muslim)
Chess, on the other hand, is prohibited if it involves gambling and if not it is still considered prohibited if it causes people to miss salat and/or interferes with the remembrance of Allah.  Imam Shafi’i considered it Makruh, while others considered it Haraam.[image: image1.png]
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