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Hadith # 12

On the authority of Abu Hurairah who said, “the Messenger of Allah (saw
) said, ‘Part of the perfection of a person’s Islam is leaving off that which does not concern him/her.’” (Tirmidhi)
The Authenticity

The authenticity of this hadith is readily questioned due to the fact that the link between the Prophet (saw) and the Tabi’een is missing, rendering a classification of Mursal.  Furthermore, there is a narrator in the isnad who is rejected due his weakness in memory (not in honesty). In fact there are over 5 different isnads – all of which have a weak narrator except for the version collected by Imam Malik, in his Muwatta; this isnad runs from the Prophet (saw) to Ali ibn al-Husain.  Thus, in general, this hadith can be classified as Hasan Lighairihi or Mursal.
Perfecting One’s Islam

This hadith refers specifically to a person who is already a Muslim and is trying to improve upon his/her Islam to reach the highest levels of Ihsan.  In this intent alone there lies a great reward, as has been mentioned by the Prophet (saw) who said, ‘If one of you strives to make his/her faith excellent, he/she will be recorded for every good deed ten to seven hundred fold.  And for every evil deed he/she does, there will be recorded one deed, until he/she meets Allah. (Muslim)
Defining Ihsan

In the hadith of Jibreel (Hadith #2), “perfection in Islam” can be at a lower level or at a higher level – Muslim, Mu’min, Muhsin.  However, in the Qur’an Allah mentions the level of a Muqtasid:

ثُمَّ أَوْرَثْنَا الْكِتَابَ الَّذِينَ اصْطَفَيْنَا مِنْ عِبَادِنَا فَمِنْهُمْ ظَالِمٌ لِّنَفْسِهِ وَمِنْهُم مُّقْتَصِدٌ وَمِنْهُمْ سَابِقٌ بِالْخَيْرَاتِ بِإِذْنِ اللَّهِ ذَلِكَ هُوَ الْفَضْلُ الْكَبِيرُ

Then We have given the Book for inheritance to such of Our servants as We have chosen: but there are among them some who wrong their own souls; some who follow a middle course; and some who are, by Allah's leave, foremost in good deeds; that is the highest Grace (Fatir 35:32)

The distinguishing factor here is the one who performs all obligations mixed with some giving in to the forbidden, or performing all obligations and staying away from the forbidden.

In accordance with this hadith, however, Ihsan can take on different definitions based on a person’s level of Iman – affirmed by the words of Allah, 

إِنَّ اللّهَ لاَ يَظْلِمُ مِثْقَالَ ذَرَّةٍ وَإِن تَكُ حَسَنَةً يُضَاعِفْهَا وَيُؤْتِ مِن لَّدُنْهُ أَجْرًا عَظِيمًا

Surely! Allah wrongs not even of the weight of an atom (or a small ant), but if there is any good (done), He doubles it, and gives from Him a great reward. (An-Nisa 4:40)
What Concerns Us & What Does Not?
As has been discussed in previous lessons, the most obvious matters which do not concern the Believer are the doubtful, grey matters and/or the disliked (Makrooh) acts, as well as over-indulgence in the permissible acts.  In essence, the believer stays away from issues that do not improve a person’s relationship with Allah and/or do not improve their daily life in the dunya – i.e. anything that takes us away from our duty to Allah.  There are also certain actions or statements that do not befit the believer – whatever is obvious to stay away from would be included on this list [refer to hadith 11 and hadith 20).  
The majority of scholars stress the importance of holding back the tongue, based on hadith 15 which commands silence and the hadith of Muadh ibn Jabal who reported that he once asked the Prophet (saw), “Are we to be taken to account for what we say?” to which the Prophet (saw) replied, “O Muadh! May your mother be bereaved of you!  Is there anything that topples people on their faces into the hellfire other than what their tongues reap?” (Tirmidhi, hadith 29).  Lastly, Allah affirms this in the Qur’an:
لاَّ خَيْرَ فِي كَثِيرٍ مِّن نَّجْوَاهُمْ إِلاَّ مَنْ أَمَرَ بِصَدَقَةٍ أَوْ مَعْرُوفٍ أَوْ إِصْلاَحٍ بَيْنَ النَّاسِ وَمَن يَفْعَلْ ذَلِكَ ابْتَغَاء مَرْضَاتِ اللّهِ فَسَوْفَ نُؤْتِيهِ أَجْرًا عَظِيمًا

There is no good in most of their secret talks save (in) him who orders Sadaqah, or Ma'ruf  or conciliation between mankind, and he who does this, seeking the good Pleasure of Allah, We shall give him a great reward. (An-Nisa 4:114)
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� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhee was-Salaam – May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him





