[image: image1.png]



Hadith #13
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On the authority of Abu Hamzah Anas ibn Malik
, the servant of the Messenger of Allah (saw), from the Prophet (saw
) who said, “None of you truly believes until he loves for his brother what he loves for himself.” (Bukhari & Muslim)

Other Versions
None of you truly believes until he loves for his brother and his neighbour what he loves for himself. (Bukhari)

By the One in who hand is my soul, a servant does not truly believe until he loves for his brother what he loves for himself of goodness. (Ahmad)

The servant does not reach the reality of [or true] faith until he loves for the people what he loves for himself. (Ahmad)
A Condition of Belief

As in previous hadith discussed, this hadith refers to a characteristic that describes a person striving for Ihsan.  It does not, however, mean that a person is not considered Muslim if they do not have this characteristic.  To illustrate, the Prophet (saw) said, “A fornicator is not a believer while he is engaged in fornication, a thief is not a believer while he is perpetrating a theft, and an imbiber of wine is not a believer while he is engaged in drinking it.” (Bukhari and Muslim)  What this means is that a person’s faith is incomplete; that the roots of Iman have not taken a strong hold.  
Within the context of this hadith, then, the person who holds within him/herself feelings of envy, jealousy and hatred has a deficiency in hish/herself which needs to be rectified.

The Golden Rule

The Prophet (saw) said, “Whoever wishes to be kept away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise should have death overtake him while he believes in Allah and the Last Day and should treat people the way he wants them to treat him.” (Muslim)
The way the Muslim sees the world is different in that we do not see ourselves as an exclusive society, superior to other humans; rather, we see the whole of humanity as one nation fighting together against the oppression of Iblis – thus, we are taught by our beloved (saw) to see human beings as one people.  Muslims do not have an “us versus them” mentality – this is again mentioned by the Prophet (saw), “Love for the people what you love for yourself and you will be a believer.” (Sunan Ibn Majah)
In terms of how to apply this rule, we look at the example of Abu Dhaar who once asked for a position of responsibility and the Prophet (saw) replied to him, “O Abu Dharr, I see that you are weak and I love for you what I love for myself.  Never be in charge of two or more people and never be in charge of an orphan’s wealth.” (Muslim)  In this example we see that the Prophet (saw) is offering sincere advice to his companions which demonstrates true love; the Prophet (saw) loved his companion and knew his strengths and weaknesses and wanted to keep him in a good state with a good reputation rather than risk his friend being put in a vulnerable situation.

Jealousy & Envy
The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “The parable of the believers with respect to their love, mercy and companionship for each other is like that of a body – if one of its limbs in hurting, the remainder of the body is afflicted by sleeplessness and fever.” (Bukhari & Muslim)

In this hadith the Prophet (saw) makes it clear that believers are, for each other, companions and this togetherness fosters feelings of love and mercy.  Further, we never want to see another believer in trouble or in a lowly state.  As a result of our Iman and our striving for Ihsan we constantly try to siphon off the devil in our blood that brings up feelings of jealousy, pride and envy.
Jealousy is seeing what someone else has and wishing for the same; Hasad (destructive jealousy) or Envy is seeing what someone else has and wishing they didn’t have it; Nazar is seeing what someone else has, hating that he/she has it, wishing they didn’t have it and making a secret wish to see it destroyed.  Selfishness is wishing you have everything and there is nothing left for anyone else and then deciding not to share what Allah has given you.  All of these characteristics are foreign to the Muhsin, for the Muhsin would take heed of the warnings from the Messenger of Allah (saw) who said, “Beware of envy because indeed envy destroys good deeds in the same manner as fire destroys wood.” (Abu Dawood)  Overall, “Hasad” is a disease of the heart and it causes impurity to the heart, when Allah's Messenger (saw) was asked, “Who are the best of people?” He (saw) replied: “the one with a clean heart and truthful tongue.” They asked: “We understand a truthful tongue, but what does a clean heart mean?”  He answered: “It is the heart of one that is pious, pure, and is free of sin, transgressions, hatred and Hasad.” (Ibn Majah)
The only time Jealousy is allowed is when it relates to piety, as the Prophet (saw) stated, “There is no desirable form of jealousy except for two types: a person to whom Allah has given the Qur’an and he recites it day and night, so when a person hears him he says, ‘If only I were given the likes of what he has been given so that I may act upon it the way this person is.’ And a person to whom Allah has bestowed wealth and he spends in the cause of Truth, so a person says, ‘If only I were given the likes of what he has been given, so that I may act upon it the way this person is.’” (Bukhari)

In order to remove these evil feelings from our hearts, the Prophet (saw) said,  "Do not look to those above you. Look to those below you, as it will more likely remind you of Allah's favors bestowed on you." (Bukhari and Muslim) On another occasion, he said: "If one of you looks at someone wealthier and better built than him, he should also look at someone of lower standard than himself." (Muslim)  Furthermore, the Prophet (saw) advised, "Shake hands, for this will dispel rancour, and exchange gifts and love one another, for this will dispel hatred." (Al-Muwatta) 

As a regular cleansing of our hearts and minds from all sorts of evil, Allah recommends recitation of the Qur’an: "O mankind! There has come to you a good advice from your Rabb and a healing for that in your chests." (10: 57)  
يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ قَدْ جَاءتْكُم مَّوْعِظَةٌ مِّن رَّبِّكُمْ وَشِفَاء لِّمَا فِي الصُّدُورِ وَهُدًى وَرَحْمَةٌ لِّلْمُؤْمِنِينَ

And, of course, du’a: And those who came after them say: "Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have preceded us in Faith, and put not in our hearts any hatred against those who have believed. Our Lord! You are indeed full of kindness, Most Merciful. (59:10) 
[image: image3.png]


وَالَّذِينَ جَاؤُوا مِن بَعْدِهِمْ يَقُولُونَ رَبَّنَا اغْفِرْ لَنَا وَلِإِخْوَانِنَا الَّذِينَ سَبَقُونَا بِالْإِيمَانِ وَلَا تَجْعَلْ فِي قُلُوبِنَا غِلًّا لِّلَّذِينَ آمَنُوا رَبَّنَا إِنَّكَ رَؤُوفٌ رَّحِيمٌ
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Brotherhood
In light of this hadith, it is important to understand the 

concept and the importance of ‘brotherhood’ in Islam,

because it is the glue that unifies our entire ummah.

And the most important part of our brotherhood is to 

recognize that all believers are in the same struggle – to work collectively to eradicate the forces of evil along our journey to the promised gardens of Paradise.  In this pursuit, then it becomes incumbent upon Muslims to support each other through every step of life.  It is not befitting that Muslims should wish ill on each other or struggle against each other for stations of pride, selfishness, greed and [false] power.

وَاعْتَصِمُواْ بِحَبْلِ اللّهِ جَمِيعًا وَلاَ تَفَرَّقُواْ وَاذْكُرُواْ نِعْمَتَ اللّهِ عَلَيْكُمْ إِذْ كُنتُمْ أَعْدَاء فَأَلَّفَ بَيْنَ قُلُوبِكُمْ فَأَصْبَحْتُم بِنِعْمَتِهِ إِخْوَانًا وَكُنتُمْ عَلَىَ شَفَا حُفْرَةٍ مِّنَ النَّارِ فَأَنقَذَكُم مِّنْهَا كَذَلِكَ يُبَيِّنُ اللّهُ لَكُمْ آيَاتِهِ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَهْتَدُونَ

And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah, and be not divided among yourselves, and remember Allah's Favour on you, for you were enemies one to another but He joined your hearts together, so that, by His Grace, you became brethren (in Islamic Faith), and you were on the brink of a pit of Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus Allah makes His Ayat clear to you, that you may be guided. (Aali Imran 3:103)

In this ayat it becomes clear that all human beings are indeed separate individuals, fending for themselves in this vast world – except for those whose hearts have become united in this struggle and the basis for this unity is the Belief in 


The second clarification, then, is the definition of a “Brother” which is one based on this same belief, as the Prophet (saw) said, “A Muslim is a brother to a Muslim.  He does not oppress him, nor does he leave him at the mercy of others.” (Muslim) This is furthered in the Qur’an:
لَا تَجِدُ قَوْمًا يُؤْمِنُونَ بِاللَّهِ وَالْيَوْمِ الْآخِرِ يُوَادُّونَ مَنْ حَادَّ اللَّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ وَلَوْ كَانُوا آبَاءهُمْ أَوْ أَبْنَاءهُمْ أَوْ إِخْوَانَهُمْ أَوْ عَشِيرَتَهُمْ أُوْلَئِكَ كَتَبَ فِي قُلُوبِهِمُ الْإِيمَانَ وَأَيَّدَهُم بِرُوحٍ مِّنْهُ وَيُدْخِلُهُمْ جَنَّاتٍ تَجْرِي مِن تَحْتِهَا الْأَنْهَارُ خَالِدِينَ فِيهَا رَضِيَ اللَّهُ عَنْهُمْ وَرَضُوا عَنْهُ أُوْلَئِكَ حِزْبُ اللَّهِ أَلَا إِنَّ حِزْبَ اللَّهِ هُمُ الْمُفْلِحُونَ

You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day, making friendship with those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even though they were their fathers, or their sons, or their brothers, or their kindred (people). For such He has written Faith in their hearts, and strengthened them with Ruh (proofs, light and true guidance) from Himself. And We will admit them to Gardens (Paradise) under which rivers flow, to dwell therein (forever). Allah is pleased with them, and they with Him. They are the party of Allah. Verily, it is the party of Allah that will be the successful. (Al-Mujadilah 58:22)

Due to the fact that this brotherhood is based upon faith, there can be no room for discrimination among this collective, as the Prophet (saw) said:  All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab has any superiority over an Arab; also a white has no superiority over a black, nor a black has any superiority over a white - except by piety and good action. Learn that every Muslim is a brother to every Muslim and that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood. (Ahmad) Furthermore, Allah has revealed to us the following:

يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ إِنَّا خَلَقْنَاكُم مِّن ذَكَرٍ وَأُنثَى وَجَعَلْنَاكُمْ شُعُوبًا وَقَبَائِلَ لِتَعَارَفُوا إِنَّ أَكْرَمَكُمْ عِندَ اللَّهِ أَتْقَاكُمْ إِنَّ اللَّهَ عَلِيمٌ خَبِيرٌ

O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know one another. Verily, the most honourable of you with Allah is that (believer) who has At-Taqwa. Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware. (Al-Hujurat 49:13)
Also,

وَمِنْ آيَاتِهِ خَلْقُ السَّمَاوَاتِ وَالْأَرْضِ وَاخْتِلَافُ أَلْسِنَتِكُمْ وَأَلْوَانِكُمْ إِنَّ فِي ذَلِكَ لَآيَاتٍ لِّلْعَالِمِينَ

And among His Signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the difference of your languages and colours. Verily, in that are indeed signs for men of sound knowledge. (Ar-Rum 30:22)

Thus, it is not befitting for Muslims to prefer each other based on lineage or cultural values – just because a person is from the Indian Sub-Continent, it does not mean that a hindu or sikh are his brothers – despite sharing the same cultural customs.  It is more important for the Muslim to embrace his fellow Muslim despite caste, for example.  The Prophet (saw) warned us against this when he said, “It is sufficient evil for a Muslim that he looks down upon his brother.” (Tirmidhi)  

In today’s world we have Muslim nations fighting with each other and looking very foolish in the eyes of all human beings – they have left the Prophet (saw) and abandoned his warning: "There are indeed people who boast of their dead ancestors; but in the sight of Allah they are more contemptible than the black beetle that rolls a piece of dung with its nose. Behold, Allah has removed from you the arrogance of the time of Jahiliyyah (Ignorance) with its boast of ancestral glories. Man is but an Allah-fearing believer or an unfortunate sinner. All people are the children of Adam, and Adam was created out of dust." (Tirmidhi & Abu Dawood)

Aspects of enforcing the brotherhood of Islam can be found in the various actions that we are commanded to do.  To illustrate:

As- Salat (Prayer) - The five daily prayers are best performed in congregation, that being twenty-seven times more valuable than the individual prayer (Bukhari). The reason we are encouraged and given a bonus for going to the masjid is so that we can meet and greet each other (24:61) – imagine the multiples of reward that can be found by going to the masjid for Salat: 
· "He who prays Isha' in congregation  is as if he has prayed for half the night. As to him who (also) prays Fajr in congregation, it is as if he has prayed all night." (Muslim) 

· Irbad bin Sariyah said: "The Messenger of Allah (saw) used to seek forgiveness for the people of the first row three times, and for the people of the second row once." (an-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah). 

· "Say as they say [i.e. callers to prayer], and when you finish, ask and you will be given.” (Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i)
· “When one makes proper ablution then heads for the masjid, solely intending to perform salat, then he takes no step but that Allah raises him one degree by it, and removes one sin of his until he reaches the masjid. And when he enters the masjid, he is in a state of salat as long as he is waiting for the salat.  The angels pray for one of you as long as he remains sitting where he performed salat; they say, ‘O Allah! Forgive him. O Allah have mercy on Him' for as long as he does not invalidate his ablution." (Bukhari) 
· The Friday prayer is a great example of unification because it cannot be offered individually 

Zakat (Annual Charity) – Charity, in general, is highly encouraged in Islam and made obligatory for the wealthy Muslim to give a portion of their yearly savings to their less wealthy Muslim brothers/sisters. In this way, zakat becomes a method by which the brotherhood takes care of each other. According to Abu Musa al-Ash’ari, the Prophet said, 'Believers are like the different parts of a building, each one supporting the other.' Then he demonstrated what he meant by interlocking his fingers. (Bukhari & Muslim)

Hajj (Pilgrimage) – The Ihram that Muslim (men) wear brings them together with strength because there can be no discrimination based on wealth; this works to remove envy and truly indicates the equality of the brotherhood. Hajj also enforces unity in both time and place, bringing the believers together in Mina, Muzdalifah and the plains of Arafat in their remembrance of Allah.

Society

In order to preserve the unity of our brotherhood we must learn to leave off the tendency to self-inflict wounds by taking heed of the warnings in the Qur’an.  For example, Allah says:
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا يَسْخَرْ قَومٌ مِّن قَوْمٍ عَسَى أَن يَكُونُوا خَيْرًا مِّنْهُمْ وَلَا نِسَاء مِّن نِّسَاء عَسَى أَن يَكُنَّ خَيْرًا مِّنْهُنَّ وَلَا تَلْمِزُوا أَنفُسَكُمْ وَلَا تَنَابَزُوا بِالْأَلْقَابِ بِئْسَ الاِسْمُ الْفُسُوقُ بَعْدَ الْإِيمَانِ وَمَن لَّمْ يَتُبْ فَأُوْلَئِكَ هُمُ الظَّالِمُونَ

O you who believe! Let not a group scoff at another group, it may be that the latter are better than the former; nor let (some) women scoff at other women, it may be that the latter are better than the former, nor defame one another, nor insult one another by nicknames. How bad is it, to insult one's brother after having Faith [i.e. to call your Muslim brother (a faithful believer) as: "O sinner", or "O wicked", etc.]. And whosoever does not repent, then such are indeed Zalimun (wrong-doers, etc.). (Al-Hujurat 49:11)
In order to maintain a society, all must work together to build a force field against evil.  If one person does something wrong, it becomes an obligation of the collective to correct the wrong (in the correct manner) to prevent it from spreading.  If we don’t help each other, who will?  The Prophet (saw) said, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Umar, “"Every Muslim is a brother to a Muslim, neither wronging him nor allowing him to be wronged. And if anyone helps his brother in need, Allah will help him in his own need; and if anyone removes a calamity from (another) Muslim, Allah will remove from him some of the calamities of the Day of Resurrection; and if anyone shields (another) Muslim from disgrace, Allah will shield him from the disgrace on the Day of Resurrection." (Bukhari & Muslim)  Indeed, there is no option in this, as Allah has commanded it as well: 
وَالْمُؤْمِنُونَ وَالْمُؤْمِنَاتُ بَعْضُهُمْ أَوْلِيَاء بَعْضٍ يَأْمُرُونَ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ وَيَنْهَوْنَ عَنِ الْمُنكَرِ وَيُقِيمُونَ الصَّلاَةَ وَيُؤْتُونَ الزَّكَاةَ وَيُطِيعُونَ اللّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ أُوْلَـئِكَ سَيَرْحَمُهُمُ اللّهُ إِنَّ اللّهَ عَزِيزٌ حَكِيمٌ

The believers, men and women, are Auliya' (helpers, supporters, friends, protectors) of one another, they enjoin (on the people) Al-Ma'ruf, and forbid (people) from Al-Munkar; they perform As-Salat and give the Zakat, and obey Allah and His Messenger. Allah will have His Mercy on them. Surely Allâh is All-Mighty, All-Wise. (At-Tawbah 9:71)
To what degree do we take this concept?  It is reported that Abdullah ibn Mas'ud had thin, small legs. Once, upon seeing his leg uncovered, some of the sahaba laughed, whereupon the Prophet (saw) said : "Are you laughing at the frailty of his legs?  By Him in Whose hand is my soul, in the scale of Allah they are heavier than Mount Uhud." (Ahmad)[image: image5.png]
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� Abu Hamzah Anas ibn Malik ibn Nadar al-Khazriji; born 10 years prior to Hijra and was placed in the service of the Prophet (saw) by his mother and remained at such a station for 10 years and fought in 10 battles with the Prophet (saw).  Based on a du’a the Prophet (saw) made for him, Anas ibn Malik lived a life of wealth and comfort for over a hundred years and fathered 120 children.  He lived for a short time in Damascus but then moved to Basra and was the last companion to die there in 93 A.H.  He has over 2000 hadith narrated from him.


� Sal’Allahu Alayhee Wa Salaam – May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him





