Hadith #17

The Concept of “Ihsan”

Who was Abu Ya’la Shaddad ibn Aus?
His full name is Shaddad ibn Aus ibn Thaabit al-Ansari al-Khazraji and he was a companion of the Prophet (saw
) from Medinah.  He is the nephew of the more well known companion Hasaan ibn Thaabit.  He relocated in Jerusalem and died in 60 A.H.  He is known by 50 hadith of the Prophet (saw) which he narrated – one of which is in Sahih Bukhari, and two of which are in Sahih Muslim (this is one of them).

What is Ihsan?

Loosley translated, this word refers to excellence and/or proficiency.  Within the context of this hadith there are two apparent commandments:
1. To have ihsan is doing an action

2. To have ihsan, in terms of attitude, toward all living things

How Important is Ihsan?

First of all, the Arabic word “Kataba” indicates that Ihsan is an obligation.  We can see this in the following verses from the Noble Qur’an – please notice the Arabic word “kataba:”

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ كُتِبَ عَلَيْكُمُ الصِّيَامُ كَمَا كُتِبَ عَلَى الَّذِينَ مِن قَبْلِكُمْ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَتَّقُونَ

O you who believe! Observing As-Saum (the fasting) is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before you, that you may become Al-Muttaqûn (the pious). (Al-Baqarah 2:183)
إِنَّ الصَّلاَةَ كَانَتْ عَلَى الْمُؤْمِنِينَ كِتَابًا مَّوْقُوتًا
Verily, the prayer is enjoined on the believers at fixed hours. (An-Nisa 4:103)

Furthermore, Allah actually commands Ihsan in Sura Nahl (16), Verse 90:

إِنَّ اللّهَ يَأْمُرُ بِالْعَدْلِ وَالإِحْسَانِ
Verily, Allâh enjoins Al-Adl  and Al-Ihsân (Nahl 16:90)

How is Ihsan related to Iman?

We usually move at our own pace when we work or study.  However, when our boss enters the room or the teacher passes by our desk we instantly perk up – we straighten our backs, focus more and make ourselves look much busier than we may really be.  This is all to “impress the boss” and it only happens when the boss is around.

In light of the Hadith of Jibreel (#2), Ihsan is to worship Allah as though we see Him and, while we know we cannot see Him, we know that He can see us.  Essentially, then, Ihsan is what keeps us in a constant state of focus and perkiness in our deen, because we know that Allah always knows what we are doing and what we are thinking.  As a result, the Muslim who practices Ihsan in all aspects of worship and all aspects of life may enjoy other benefits such as increased Taqwa, increased Tawakkul, increased Iman and an increase in the relationship with his/her Creator.

The Bare-Minimum & Ihsan

In our handout for Hadith #2 we mentioned the hadith of the man who asked the Prophet (saw) about performing the bare minimum and the Prophet (saw) guaranteed the man Jannah, if he stayed true to what he said he would do.  However, the concept of Ihsan is to constantly and consistently go above and beyond the call of duty – a Muslim can never be accused of doing a ‘half job.’ 

Ihsan with the Creation of Allah

In the above mentioned verse, Nahl: 90, Allah points out that being just and promoting justice is not exactly enough.  In fact, Ihsan is a necessary component of justice – Ihsan is what keeps a person from oppressing another and makes sure that all humans are afforded their rights of dignity, integrity and respect.

As a further example, Allah mentions the role of Ihsan when dealing with parents:

رَبُّكَ أَلاَّ تَعْبُدُواْ إِلاَّ إِيَّاهُ وَبِالْوَالِدَيْنِ إِحْسَانًا وَقَضَى

And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to your parents.  (Al-Isra 17:23)
Breaking Down the Hadith – Why talk about Slaughter?

If Ihsan is required even in the issue of killing and the issue of slaughter, then what part of life does Ihsan not permeate?  None – Ihsan is an essential component of everything we believe, everything we speak and everything we do.  This hadith is proof that Ihsan is not restricted to acts of worship, but also to daily actions.
Breaking Down the Hadith – Killing?

The first command in this hadith is to kill well and here we are referring to meting out the laws of capital punishment. In this situation, it is best to use a sword
 – to make sure the sword is sharp and the execution should be swift. 
In the case of adultery, an exception is made because the crime was committed with the body – in this case, however, the stoning should not be prolonged, but it too should be a swift death.

Can a person be killed in the same way that he/she killed others, if murder is the charge?  According to the Hanafi and Hanbali schools of fiqh, only the sword can be used.  However, another few students of the Hanbali school of fiqh, as well as the Malaki and Shafi’I viewpoint is that a person can be killed in the same way that he/she killed others – with the exceptions of mutilation and/or burning, because these are prohibited by the Prophet (saw).

Breaking Down the Hadith – Slaughtering?

There are specific rules that the Prophet (saw) provided in terms of slaughtering an animal, with Ihsan:

1. The blade must be sharp enough to kill the animal with one chop

2. The blade must cut the esophagus and windpipe, as well as one of the jugular veins

3. Don’t sharpen the blade in front of the animal

4. Don’t kill an animal in front of other animals

5. Kill the animal in a quiet place

The mercy of this method of killing an animal is much greater than the common stun and slaughter method used by western butchers – this is outlined in great detail in the Volume 9, Issue 3 of Al-Jumuah magazine.

Animal Cruelty in Islam?

The Islamic view is that animals MUST be treated with respect and we should shown Ihsan when treating animals.  These three hadith illustrate the point:

1. The Prophet (saw) said, “A man became thirsty and decided to climb down a well and drink some water.  He then noticed a thirsty dog and brought the dog some water from the well.  Allah thanked him for that deed and forgave him.”  The companions asked the Prophet (saw), “O Messenger of Allah (saw) – is there reward for us if we take care of animals?”  The Prophet (saw) replied, “There is a reward for serving every living creature.” (Sahih Bukhari, Sahih Muslim).

2. The Prophet (saw) said, “While a dog was going around a well and about to die from thirst, a prostitute from Bani Israel saw it – she took off her shoe and gathered some water for this dog.  So Allah forgave her for that good deed.” (Sahih Bukhari).
3. The Prophet (saw) said, “A woman entered Hellfire because of a cat that she tied down.  She neither fed the cat nor let it free to eat insects of the earth.  (Sahih Bukhari)
In general, the Prophet (saw) explained to us, “Do not treat the backs of your animals like pulpits. Surely, Allah has made them subject to you to carry yo  to a town that you would not have been able to reach on foot except with difficulty and hardship.  And He made for you the earth to travel on.  So fulfill your needs and do not burden them further. (Abu Dawood)

In Conclusion
In conclusion, we find that Ihsan is an essential part of calling ourselves ‘believers,’ as Allah tells us in Sura Ma’ida (5), Verse 93:

لَيْسَ عَلَى الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ وَعَمِلُواْ الصَّالِحَاتِ جُنَاحٌ فِيمَا طَعِمُواْ إِذَا مَا اتَّقَواْ وَّآمَنُواْ وَعَمِلُواْ الصَّالِحَاتِ ثُمَّ اتَّقَواْ وَّآمَنُواْ ثُمَّ اتَّقَواْ وَّأَحْسَنُواْ وَاللّهُ يُحِبُّ الْمُحْسِنِينَ

Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no sin on them for what they ate (in the past), if they fear Allâh (by keeping away from His forbidden things), and believe and do righteous good deeds, and again fear Allâh and believe, and once again fear Allâh and do good deeds with Ihsân (perfection). And Allâh loves the Muhsineen (Al-Ma'idah 5:93)
The reward? Found in Sura Yunus (10), Verse 23:

 لِّلَّذِينَ أَحْسَنُواْ الْحُسْنَى وَزِيَادَةٌ
For those who have done Ishan is the best reward, and even more
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� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhee wa Salaam – May the Peace & Blessings of Allah be upon him


� Reference is given to the word “smite” from 47:4 & 8:12 in the Noble Qur’an 





