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Hadith 18


Abu Dharr  Jundub ibn Junadat
 and Abu Abdur-Rahman Mu`adh ibn Jabal
 relate that the Prophet (saw
) said: “Fear Allah wherever you are. Follow up a bad deed with a good deed and it will blot it out. And behave with the people in a good manner.” (Tirmidhi – Graded Hasan
)

The reason for this hadith was an advice the Prophet (saw) gave to Mu’adh ibn Jabal when he was being sent to the people of Yemen.  In fact, it is a great advice that the whole of humanity could benefit from.  In this simple utterance, the Prophet (saw) has brought together the Rights of Allah and the rights of the servant
, as well as the rights of a servant to another servant.
(( (((
وَلَقَدْ وَصَّيْنَا الَّذِينَ أُوتُواْ الْكِتَابَ مِن قَبْلِكُمْ وَإِيَّاكُمْ أَنِ اتَّقُواْ اللّهَ
Verily We have directed to the people of the Scripture before you and to you (O Muslims) that you (all) fear Allah (An-Nisa 4:131)

In order for a person to complete his/her faith and continue to strive towards Ihsan in his/her faith, “Taqwa” must be firmly established in their lives.  The actual meaning of “Taqwa” is “to protect or guard.”  In the Islamic sense this refers to an individual’s person obligation to protect or guard the “fitra” that he/she was born with.  The conceptual meaning of “Taqwa” means to “fear” or “be aware of” Allah at all times and to know that while we do not see Him, He surely sees us – as is revealed:
يَسْتَخْفُونَ مِنَ النَّاسِ وَلاَ يَسْتَخْفُونَ مِنَ اللّهِ وَهُوَ مَعَهُمْ إِذْ يُبَيِّتُونَ مَا لاَ يَرْضَى مِنَ الْقَوْلِ وَكَانَ اللّهُ بِمَا يَعْمَلُونَ مُحِيطًا

They may hide (their crimes) from men, but they cannot hide (them) from Allah, for He is with them (by His Knowledge), when they plot by night in words that He does not approve, And Allah ever encompasses what they do. (An-Nisa 4:108)
With regards to this hadith, there are three levels of Taqwa to consider:

· The first type of Taqwa is the general command that all human beings have been ordered with as is related in the Qur’an:

وَاتَّقُواْ اللّهَ الَّذِي تَسَاءلُونَ بِهِ وَالأَرْحَامَ إِنَّ اللّهَ كَانَ عَلَيْكُمْ رَقِيبًا
And have Taqwa of Allah through Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs (kith & kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever an All ​Watcher over you. (An-Nisa 4:1)

· The second type of Taqwa is directed specifically to those who believe; this type of Taqwa is dependent upon the establishment of Tawheed.  Thus, the command to have Taqwa is to be obedient to Allah and to obey whatever He commands and to refrain from any act of disobedience to Allah and to refrain from His prohibitions.  Further, Abdullah ibn Mas’ud said, “That He should be obeyed and not disobeyed, He should be remembered and not forgotten and that He should be thanked and not be ungrateful to.” (Ibn Rajab)
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ اتَّقُواْ اللّهَ
O you who believe! Be afraid of Allah. (Al-Baqarah 2:278)

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ اتَّقُواْ اللّهَ حَقَّ تُقَاتِهِ وَلاَ تَمُوتُنَّ إِلاَّ وَأَنتُم مُّسْلِمُونَ

O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah according to His right.  And do not die except as a Muslim, in a state of Islam. (Aali Imran 3:102)

· The third type of Taqwa is for those who already have it established and so they are commanded to preserve it continuously:

اتَّقِ اللَّهَ وَلَا تُطِعِ الْكَافِرِينَ وَالْمُنَافِقِينَ
Keep your duty to Allah, and obey not the disbelievers and the hypocrites (Al-Ahzab 33:1) 

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ آمِنُواْ بِاللّهِ
O you who believe! Believe in Allah. (An-Nisa 4:136)
Al-Muttaqeen – those who have worked hard to possess Taqwa and have thus protected their fitra; and the reward of this is that they have also earned protection from incurring Allah’s anger:

 وَيُحَذِّرُكُمُ اللّهُ نَفْسَهُ وَإِلَى اللّهِ الْمَصِيرُ
And Allah warns you against Himself (His Punishment), and to Allah is the final return. (Aali Imran 3:28) 

Further, they are the ones who have reached a higher level of piety as is revealed:
لَّيْسَ الْبِرَّ أَن تُوَلُّواْ وُجُوهَكُمْ قِبَلَ الْمَشْرِقِ وَالْمَغْرِبِ وَلَـكِنَّ الْبِرَّ مَنْ آمَنَ بِاللّهِ وَالْيَوْمِ الآخِرِ وَالْمَلآئِكَةِ وَالْكِتَابِ وَالنَّبِيِّينَ وَآتَى الْمَالَ عَلَى حُبِّهِ ذَوِي الْقُرْبَى وَالْيَتَامَى وَالْمَسَاكِينَ وَابْنَ السَّبِيلِ وَالسَّآئِلِينَ وَفِي الرِّقَابِ وَأَقَامَ الصَّلاةَ وَآتَى الزَّكَاةَ وَالْمُوفُونَ بِعَهْدِهِمْ إِذَا عَاهَدُواْ وَالصَّابِرِينَ فِي الْبَأْسَاء والضَّرَّاء وَحِينَ الْبَأْسِ أُولَـئِكَ الَّذِينَ صَدَقُوا وَأُولَـئِكَ هُمُ الْمُتَّقُونَ

It is not righteousness (Birr) that you turn your faces towards east and (or) west, but righteiousness is (the quality of) the one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the Angels, the Book, the Prophets and gives his wealth, in spite of love for it, to the kinsfolk, to the orphans, and to Al-Masakin (the poor), and to the wayfarer, and to those who ask, and to set slaves free, and establishes the Salat and gives the Zakat, and who fulfill their covenant when they make it, and who are As-Sabirin in extreme poverty and ailment (disease) and at the time of fighting (during the battles). Such are the people of the truth and they are Al-​Muttaqoon. (Al-Baqarah 2:177)

The Benefits of Taqwa
· Allah’s Guidance
ذَلِكَ الْكِتَابُ لاَ رَيْبَ فِيهِ هُدًى لِّلْمُتَّقِينَ

This is the Book whereof there is no doubt, a guidance to those who are Al-Muttaqoon (Al-Baqarah 2:2)

· Allah’s Help

وَمَن يَتَّقِ اللَّهَ يَجْعَل لَّهُمَخْرَجًا
And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make a way for him to get out (from every difficulty). (At-Talaq 65:2)
· Allah’s Love

إِنَّ اللّهَ يُحِبُّ الْمُتَّقِينَ
Surely Allah loves Al-Mattaqoon. (At-Tawbah 9:4)

· Allah’s Protection

وَاللَّهُ وَلِيُّ الْمُتَّقِينَ
Allah is the Wali of the Muttaqoon (Al-Jathiyah 45:19)
· Allah’s Acceptance

إِنَّمَا يَتَقَبَّلُ اللّهُ مِنَ الْمُتَّقِينَ
"Verily, Allah accepts only from those who are Al-Muttaqoon." (Al-Ma'idah 5:27)
· Prosperity

وَاتَّقُواْ اللّهَ لَعَلَّكُمْ تُفْلِحُونَ
Have Taqwa of Allah that you may be prosperous and successful. (Al-Baqarah 2:189)
· No Fear

فَمَنِ اتَّقَى وَأَصْلَحَ فَلاَ خَوْفٌ عَلَيْهِمْ وَلاَ هُمْ يَحْزَنُونَ
Whosoever attains taqwa and righteousness, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. (Al-A'raf 7:35)
· Paradise

وَالْعَاقِبَةُ لِلتَّقْوَى
And the good end (i.e. Paradise) is for the Muttaqoon. (Ta-Ha 20:132)
How? 
إِنَّمَا يَخْشَى اللَّهَ مِنْ عِبَادِهِ الْعُلَمَاء إِنَّ اللَّهَ عَزِيزٌ غَفُورٌ
It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves that fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Almighty, Oft-​Forgiving. (Fatir 35:28)

There are two ways in which knowledge and the fear of Allah are related. The first is that true fear of Allah comes about as the result of having proper knowledge of Allah and His perfect attributes. 

Ibn Abbas said about this verse: “They are those who know that Allah is capable of all things.” 

He also said: “The verse means: The only people who fear me are those who know my power, my might, and my dominion.” 

Ibn Kathir says in his commentary of this verse: “The only people who fear Allah in the true sense are those who are knowledgeable about Allah. This is because the more knowledge a person has about the Almighty, the All-Powerful and All-Knowing, who possesses the attributes of perfection and the best of names – the more perfect and complete this knowledge is – the greater and more total his fear of Allah will be.”  

The second way that the fear of Allah and knowledge are related stems from the fact that the fear of Allah is to seek to prevent Allah's punishment by carrying out Allah's commands and abstaining from His prohibitions. Consequently, a Muslim needs to have knowledge of these matters in order to fear Allah properly. An ignorant Muslim may have a sense of fear, but he will not be able to fully carry out what that fear requires of him. 

Ibn Abbas also said: “To have knowledge of the Most Merciful is to be someone who associates nothing as a partner with Him, who deems lawful what He has made lawful, who prohibits what He has prohibited, who preserves what He has enjoined upon him, and who has certainty that he shall meet Him and that his actions will be accounted for.”

Follow up a bad deed with a good deed
وَأَقِمِ الصَّلاَةَ طَرَفَيِ النَّهَارِ وَزُلَفًا مِّنَ اللَّيْلِ إِنَّ الْحَسَنَاتِ يُذْهِبْنَ السَّـيِّئَاتِ ذَلِكَ ذِكْرَى لِلذَّاكِرِينَ

 And establish prayer at the two ends of the day and at the approach of the night. Indeed, good works do away with evil deeds. That is a reminder for those who take heed.” (Surah Hud 11:114)
A man once came to the Prophet (saw) and informed him that he had contact with a woman like a husband has with his wife, except that he did not go so far as to fornicate with her. This man had just prayed the Fajr prayer. The Prophet (saw) said: “Have you prayed with us the Fajr prayer?” When he replied that he had, the Prophet (saw) recited: “Indeed, good works do away with evil deeds.” (Bukhari and Muslim)
Based on the above hadith there is an indication that an intention is not required when making up for a sinful action.  However, the hadith we are studying implies that an intention is necessary.  The result of the debate is that it is better to have an intention, but one is not required.  Further, the size of the sinful action must be met with an equal or greater good deed; for example a major sin can only be expiated with a major good deed.

Despite this ‘bonus,’ what is better is seeking forgiveness from Allah for a sinful action, as has been revealed in the Noble Qur’an:

وَإِنِّي لَغَفَّارٌ لِّمَن تَابَ وَآمَنَ وَعَمِلَ صَالِحًا ثُمَّ اهْتَدَى

 “Indeed, I am Most Forgiving to the one who repents, believes, and works righteous deeds and then continues upon guidance.”  (Surah Ta Ha : 82)

Furthermore, the Prophet (saw) said, “A servant, if he acknowledges his sin and then repents, Allah will forgive him.” (Bukhari and Muslim)
Other Methods to Forgiveness include the following:

1. Not ceasing to ask for forgiveness – the Prophet (saw) said, “A slave committed a sin and said, ‘O Lord, I have committed a sin, so forgive me.’  The Lord said, ‘My slave knows that he has a Lord that forgives sins; therefore, I have forgiven my slave.’  Then he committed another sin and said, ‘O Lord, I have committed a sin, so forgive me.’  The Lord said, ‘My slave knows that he has a Lord that forgives sins; therefore, I have forgiven him.’  And on the third time Allah says, “He may do as he wishes
.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

Regarding this hadith, Al-Hasan Al-Basri was asked, “Shouldn’t we be shy in front of Allah to continually sin, realize it is a mistake?”  Al-Hasan replied, “Satan wishes that he could gain victory over you – do not get bored with asking for forgiveness.” (Ibn Rajab)

2. Acts of Worship – The Prophet (saw) said, “The five prayers, the Friday prayer until the Friday prayer and Ramadan until Ramadan, they all act as an expiation for what is between them as long as one did not perform one of the great sins. (Muslim)

3. Afflictions – the Prophet (saw) said, “The believer does not get inflected by a prick of a thorn or anything greater except that Allah raises his degree due to it and removes some of his sins due to it. (Tirmidi)

And deal with people in a good manner
“Keep to forgiveness, and enjoin kindness, and turn away from those who are ignorant.” (Surah al-Araf: 199)
If one were to reflect upon the nature of Taqwa, one would find that it serves to motivate nothing but goodness, just as the Messenger of Allah (saw) said when he was asked about the thing that causes most people to enter Paradise and he (saw) stated, “Taqwa of Allah and Good Behaviour.” (Tirmidi)

The concept of good manners, morals and character are so important in the religion of Islam that the Prophet (saw) said, “I have been sent down for the purpose of perfecting good morals.” (Hakim)  This is important for us, as Muslims, because it reminds us that the Prophet (saw) is our only real role model and in terms of good behaviour he is numero uno, as Allah said:

وَإِنَّكَ لَعَلى خُلُقٍ عَظِيمٍ

And verily, you (O Muhammad SAW) are on an exalted standard of character. (Al-Qalam 68:4)

خُذِ الْعَفْوَ وَأْمُرْ بِالْعُرْفِ وَأَعْرِضْ عَنِ الْجَاهِلِينَ

Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away from the foolish. (Al-A'raf 7:199)

Furthermore, the Prophet (saw) said, “There is nothing heavier in the scales except for good character.” (Ahmad)  Also, “The believer with the most complete imaan is one with good behaviour. (Ahmad) The Prophet (saw) also said, “The believers with the most complete faith are those who have the best manners and character.” (Tirmidi) “There is nothing heavier in the scales than good character.” (Ahmad and Abu Dawud)[image: image2.png]G c__J‘da;uJJ J.>\....A_> JU;
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� Abu Dhar al-Ghifari was the 5th person to accept Islam.  He moved to Medinah after Hijra and did not participate in the Battle of Badr, but in every conflict after that he did.  He lived in Damascus and then moved back to Medinah – he was asked to leave Medinah by Uthman ibn Afaan and died in 32 A.H.  He narrated over 250 hadith.


� Mu’adh ibn Jabal belonged to the Khazraj tribe of Medinah.  He was the most knowledgeable regarding what was haraam and halaal.  He is the famous companion who was sent to Yemen.  He was also one of the people who had memorized the entire Qur’an during the life of the Prophet (saw) and one of the people, therefore, that the Prophet (saw) appointed him as a teacher of the Qur’an.  He died in 17 A.H. on the way to Syria for jihad.  He narrated over 150 hadith.


� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhi wa-Sallam – May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him


� This hadith is actually weak based on the isnad; however, it is raised to the level of Hasan or Hasan Lighairihi because there is an Isnad from Musnad Ahmad which is Sahih.


� Ibn Rajab


� The slave can continue to sin and ask for forgiveness and Allah will continue to forgive him/her





