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Hadith # 22


Abu ‘Abdullah Jabir bin ‘Abdullah al-Ansari, reported that a man questioned the Messenger of Allah, (saw), saying:  "Do you see, if I pray the prescribed prayers, fast during Ramadan, treat the lawful as permissible and treat the forbidden as prohibited, but do nothing more than that, shall I enter Paradise?” He (the Prophet (saw
)) answered: “Yes.” (Sahih Muslim)

Who was Jabir ibn Abdullah?  His full name is Jabir ibn Abdullah ibn Amr al-Ansaari al-Khazraji al-Salami.  This means he was from the Khazraj tribe of Medinah and he pledged allegiance at the second oath at Uqbah.  His father was also a companion who gave the pledge in the first oath and fought at Badr and died at Uhud.  Jabir was one of the last sahaba to die in Medinah in 94 A.H. and contributed plenty in the way of knowledge to the successive generations.  In total he narrated 1500 hadith. 
In another narration, the questioner ends by saying, “By Allah, I will not add anything to it.”  Further, the questioner was a companion named Al-Nu’man ibn Qauqal; it’s important to note that although Al-Nu’man’s questions appear to be seeking the minimum entrance requirements to Jannah, this companion participated in the Battle of Badr and died during the Battle of Uhud.  The significance of this hadith, in general, is that, although it appears to be simplistic, the questioner encompasses the whole of Islam – especially when mentioned the correct attitude to what has been deemed permissible and impermissible. 

Salat & Siam.  There is no doubt that these are fundamental pillars to our deen which is why the questioner may have focused on these two aspects alone – emphasizing their importance.  However, Hajj was not made compulsory until after the Battle of Uhud and Zakat may have been left out due to the fact that Zakat depends on a person’s wealth, whereas Salat and Siam require no prerequisite for their fulfillment.  
Permissible vs. Impermissible Imam an-Nawawi, himself, expounds on this by stating, “The meaning of ‘treat the forbidden as prohibited,’ is to stay away from it.  And the meaning of ‘treat the lawful as permissible’ is to perform them believing that they are permissible.”  Thus, the essence is to stay away from everything that is haraam without question.  And regarding the halal it is incumbent to, at the very least, believe that what is halal is indeed halal – even if one does not perform the action itself. The importance here is to remember that we cannot make haraam that which has been deemed halal by Allah and His Messenger (saw): 
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ لاَ تُحَرِّمُواْ طَيِّبَاتِ مَا أَحَلَّ اللّهُ لَكُمْ وَلاَ تَعْتَدُواْ إِنَّ اللّهَ لاَ يُحِبُّ الْمُعْتَدِينَ

O you who believe! Make not unlawful the Taiyibat which Allah has made lawful to you, and transgress not. Verily, Allah does not like the transgressors. (Al-Ma'idah 5:87)

Adding Anything What is made clear from this hadith is that supererogatory forms of worship are not necessary in order for one to enter Jannah.  Further, a person is not sinful if he/she decides to never perform any of the supererogatory forms of worship, as long as these acts of worship are not denied.  However, these acts are indeed necessary for a person who wishes to increase his/her relationship with Allah and, perhaps, gain a better rank in Jannah.  Furthermore, the lifestyle of the companions was not to pick and choose between the fara’id and the sunnah – rather, both encompassed their daily life and there was no distinction.  Last, it would be permissible to ‘attack’ a city of Muslims who have, en masse, decided to abandon any sunnah act, for this could lead to the break down of the deen in that community.
It is possible that the reason for this question was to indicate what could not be neglected and what could be neglected without incurring sin.

“Yes” Ibn Rajab points out that while this answer seems affirmative, the condition is that the person does not engage in activities which would negate the stated actions.  For example, a man came to the Prophet (saw) and said, “O Messenger of Allah (saw), I bore witness that there is nothing worthy of worship except for Allah and that you are the Messenger of Allah.  I prayed the five daily prayers and I paid the zakat on my wealth and I fasted the month of Ramadan.” The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “The one who dies upon those acts shall be with the prophets, sincere and martyrs like this on the Day of Resurrection [and he raised his fingers together] as long as he did not disobey his parents.” (Ahmad)  Thus, this entrance into paradise could be an initial one, or a delayed one.
Is this as easy as it seems? General Discussion
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� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhee was-Sallam – May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him





