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On the authority of Abu Dhar al-Ghifari
, from the Prophet (saw
), of what he related from his Lord, Magnified and Exalted be He, Who said:
O My servants, I have forbidden Dhulm for Myself and I have deemed it forbidden for you; therefore do not commit Dhulm to one another.  
O My servants, all of you are lost, except for those whom I have guided (on the right path).  Therefore seek guidance from Me and I will guide you, directing you to the right path. 
O My servants, all of you are hungry (needy) except for those whom I feed; therefore seek food from Me and I will feed you. 
O My servants, all of you are naked except for those whom I provide garments; therefore seek clothing from Me and I will clothe you. 
O My servants, you sin by night and by day and I forgive all sins; therefore seek forgiveness from Me and I will grant you pardon. 
O My servants, you will not be able to harm Me so as to bring any harm to Me and you will not be able to benefit Me so as to bring any benefit to Me.  

O My servants, if the first amongst you and the last amongst you and the whole human race of yours and that of the Jinn were as pious as the most pious heart of any one amongst you, it would not add anything to My Dominion. 
O My servants, if the first amongst you and the last amongst you and the whole human race of yours and that of the Jinn were as wicked as the most wicked heart of anyone amongst you, it would not decrease anything from My Dominion. 
O My servants, even if the first amongst you and the last amongst you and the whole human race of yours and that of the Jinn were to gather together on (the same sector) of land and all asked of Me and if I were to give everyone of them what they asked, that would not in any way decrease what I have anymore than a needle decreases what is in the ocean when it is put into it. 
O My servants, it is but your deeds that I reckon for you.  Then I recompense you for them.  The one who finds good is to give praise to Allah.  The one who finds other than that should not blame anyone but himself. (Muslim)
Hadith Qudsi

We have discussed the main differences between Qur’an and Hadith Qudsi in a previous class.  Briefly, Hadith Qudsi cannot be recited in Salat, its recitation will not yield any reward, its Isnads are rarely mutawattir (unlike the Qur’an) and Allah is mentioned in the Isnad.
However, due to the lack of clear-cut definition of this concept, there continues to be a difference in opinion among the scholars as to whether Hadith Qudsi includes the Words and Meanings from Allah, or simply the Meaning from Allah but paraphrased by the Prophet (saw).  

To summarize the arguments, the Ahl Sunnah stand is that Hadith Qudsi contains both the Words and Meanings of Allah.  They have, however, been distinguished from the Qur’an by the Prophet (saw) himself in that he (saw): (1) never recited them in Salat (2) never recited them back to Angel Jibreel (3) only with the Qur’an did he (saw) order for so-and-so to make a written record and specify which surah to place it in.

The view that Hadith Qudsi is simply the Meaning has historically been propagated by the Ash’ari and Maturidi schools of thought.  This is because they believe Allah’s Speech is “Internal.”

((((( ((
This is repeated throughout the hadith and is significant in many ways.  Firstly, it does not isolate Muslims, but is inclusive of all human beings and, in fact, all of Allah’s Creation.  Second, it makes clear the relationship between humans and Allah, who is their Lord and the Lord and Master of all Creation.  Thus, making lucid the fact that Allah is no need of humans, rather humans are need of Him.  Third, the sense of ownership is made obvious in three ways: first, there is the sentiment of love, secondly there is an important advice being given and third, to Allah do all humans belong.  
(((((
The meaning of this word, although commonly translated as “oppression,” includes: tyranny, unjust, injurious behaviour, deviation and transgression. 
This concept of Allah not doing any Dhulm on His servants is echoed in the Qur’an:

مَنْ عَمِلَ صَالِحًا فَلِنَفْسِهِ وَمَنْ أَسَاء فَعَلَيْهَا وَمَا رَبُّكَ بِظَلَّامٍ لِّلْعَبِيدِ

Whosoever does righteous good deed it is for (the benefit of) his ownself, and whosoever does evil, it is against his ownself, and your Lord is not at all unjust to (His) slaves. (Fussilat 41:46)
وَمَا اللَّهُ يُرِيدُ ظُلْمًا لِّلْعِبَادِ
And Allah wills no injustice for (His) slaves. (Ghafir 40:31)
إِنَّهُ لاَ يُفْلِحُ الظَّالِمُونَ
Verily, the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong​doers, etc.) shall never be successful. (Al-An'am 6:21)
وَأَمَّا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَعَمِلُواْ الصَّالِحَاتِ فَيُوَفِّيهِمْ أُجُورَهُمْ وَاللّهُ لاَ يُحِبُّ الظَّالِمِينَ

And as for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah) and do righteous good deeds, Allah will pay them their reward in full. And Allah does not like the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers). (Aali Imran 3:57)
What is most important here to note that when Allah says He has made Dhulm haram upon Himself, it does not mean that He is incapable of it – this would limit Allah and Allah has none.  This is made clear when we look at the following ayat:

وَمَن يَعْمَلْ مِنَ الصَّالِحَاتِ وَهُوَ مُؤْمِنٌ فَلَا يَخَافُ ظُلْمًا وَلَا هَضْمًا

And he who works deeds of righteousness, while he is a believer then he will have no fear of injustice, nor of any curtailment (of his reward). (Ta-Ha 20:112)
Here, ibn Taimiyah points out that a person is told not to fear that any of his reward would be lost.  This is because Allah would never do this, in light of this hadith, because He has made this action forbidden upon Himself and, moreover, Allah has decreed for Himself truth, justice and mecry for His servants.  Thus, in general, Allah does not commit Dhulm as is evident through the following ayat:

وَوُضِعَ الْكِتَابُ فَتَرَى الْمُجْرِمِينَ مُشْفِقِينَ مِمَّا فِيهِ وَيَقُولُونَ يَا وَيْلَتَنَا مَالِ هَذَا الْكِتَابِ لَا يُغَادِرُ صَغِيرَةً وَلَا كَبِيرَةً إِلَّا أَحْصَاهَا وَوَجَدُوا مَا عَمِلُوا حَاضِرًا وَلَا يَظْلِمُ رَبُّكَ أَحَدًا

And the Book (one's Record) will be placed (in the right hand for a believer in the Oneness of Allah, and in the left hand for a disbeliever in the Oneness of Allah), and you will see the Mujrimun (criminals, polytheists, sinners, etc.), fearful of that which is (recorded) therein. They will say: "Woe to us! What sort of Book is this that leaves neither a small thing nor a big thing, but has recorded it with numbers!" And they will find all that they did, placed before them, and your Lord treats no one with injustice. (Al-Kahf 18:49)
إِنَّ اللّهَ لاَ يَظْلِمُ مِثْقَالَ ذَرَّةٍ وَإِن تَكُ حَسَنَةً يُضَاعِفْهَا وَيُؤْتِ مِن لَّدُنْهُ أَجْرًا عَظِيمًا

Surely! Allah wrongs not even of the weight of an atom (or a small ant), but if there is any good (done), He doubles it, and gives from Him a great reward. (An-Nisa 4:40)
Aside: It is important to note here that this, of course, is the same for all of Allah’s Creation.  Thus, it is not befitting for one to pray to Allah for help in committing Dhulm or asking Allah to commit Dhulm on someone else.  
(((((
The prohibition of Dhulm means nothing without the establishment of justice as Allah established the heavens and earth with ‘Adl and indeed it is ‘Adl which runs the Dominion of Allah with a clear purpose as is mentioned:

Verily, Allah enjoins Al-Adl  and Al-Ihsan and giving (help) to kith and kin and forbids Al-Fahsha' and Al- and Al-Baghy (i.e. all kinds of oppression), He admonishes you, that you may take heed. (An-Nahl 16:90)
إِنَّ اللّهَ يَأْمُرُ بِالْعَدْلِ وَالإِحْسَانِ وَإِيتَاء ذِي الْقُرْبَى وَيَنْهَى عَنِ الْفَحْشَاء وَالْمُنكَرِ وَالْبَغْيِ يَعِظُكُمْ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَذَكَّرُونَ

The most amazing thing about the believer is that he/she strives towards justice, even in the face of impudence:

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ كُونُواْ قَوَّامِينَ لِلّهِ شُهَدَاء بِالْقِسْطِ وَلاَ يَجْرِمَنَّكُمْ شَنَآنُ قَوْمٍ عَلَى أَلاَّ تَعْدِلُواْ اعْدِلُواْ هُوَ أَقْرَبُ لِلتَّقْوَى وَاتَّقُواْ اللّهَ إِنَّ اللّهَ خَبِيرٌ بِمَا تَعْمَلُونَ

O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah and be just witnesses and let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid justice. Be just: that is nearer to piety, and fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Well​Acquainted with what you do. (Al-Ma'idah 5:8) 

Indeed, the true ‘Adl and Ihsan leads a person to upholding the Justice of Tawheed.  The opposite is that Dhulm leads a person to Jahilliya and, thus, to Shirk which is the ultimate Injustice.  
The Prophet (saw) was asked about the greatest sin and he (saw) replied, “It is that you associate a partner with Allah while He created you.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

Three Types of Dhulm
The Prophet (saw) said, “There are three types of Dhulm: a type of dhulm that Allah does not leave, a type of dhulm that can be forgiven and a type of dhulm that is not forgiven.  The dhulm that is not forgiven is shirk (the type) that Allah does not forgive.  The dhulm that is forgiven is what is between a person and his Lord.  And the dhulm that is not left is the dhulm between the servants – Allah gives them retribution from one another.” (Graded Hasan, Musnad Abu Dawood)

1. The first type of Dhulm is what one does to oneself.  This is a great sin because it goes against what everyone should be striving for: happiness in this life and the hereafter.  Within this concept there are two subcategories:

a. The first is Of the most heinous crimes one can commit is to deny one’s fitrah by committing shirk, as Allah says:

قَدْ كَانَ لَكُمْ آيَةٌ فِي فِئَتَيْنِ الْتَقَتَا فِئَةٌ تُقَاتِلُ فِي سَبِيلِ اللّهِ وَأُخْرَى كَافِرَةٌ يَرَوْنَهُم مِّثْلَيْهِمْ رَأْيَ الْعَيْنِ وَاللّهُ يُؤَيِّدُ بِنَصْرِهِ مَن يَشَاء إِنَّ فِي ذَلِكَ لَعِبْرَةً لَّأُوْلِي الأَبْصَارِ

And (remember) when Luqman said to his son when he was advising him: "O my son! Join not in worship others with Allah. Verily! Joining others in worship with Allah is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed. (Luqman 31:13)
b. The second is by committing acts of disobedience to Allah as is mentioned here:

وَتِلْكَ حُدُودُاللَّهِ وَمَن يَتَعَدَّ حُدُودَ اللَّهِ فَقَدْ ظَلَمَ نَفْسَهُ
And those are the set limits of Allah. And whosoever transgresses the set limits of Allah, then indeed he has wronged himself. (At-Talaq 65:1)
2. The second type of Dhulm can also be split into two subcategories:

a. The first type is what one does to harm others, or to negatively affect the community.  This includes backbiting, slander, stealing, cursing, abusing (physically, mentally, socially and emotionally), false accusation, telling lies, prevent one from getting his/her due rights, using one’s authority inappropriately and, of course, all of the major sins.
The Prophet (saw) said, “Whoever has wronged another concerning his reputation or anything else should beg forgiveness from his victim before the Day of Resurrection when there will be no money (to compensate for the wrong deed), but, if he has good deeds, those good deeds will be taken from him according to the wrong he has done.  And if he has no good deeds, the sins of the victim will be loaded on him.” (Bukhari) 

b. The second type is the harm a person does to the other creatures that Allah has created.  For example, hunting and killing animals for fun or if a person mutilates an animal for fun.  We need to remember that it is Allah who has promoted Animal Rights:
اللَّهُ الَّذِي جَعَلَ لَكُمُ الْأَنْعَامَ لِتَرْكَبُوا مِنْهَا وَمِنْهَا تَأْكُلُونَ

Allah, it is He Who has made cattle for you, that you may ride on some of them and of some you eat. (Ghafir 40:79)
وَمَا مِن دَآبَّةٍ فِي الأَرْضِ وَلاَ طَائِرٍ يَطِيرُ بِجَنَاحَيْهِ إِلاَّ أُمَمٌ أَمْثَالُكُم مَّا فَرَّطْنَا فِي الكِتَابِ مِن شَيْءٍ ثُمَّ إِلَى رَبِّهِمْ يُحْشَرُونَ

There is not a moving (living) creature on earth, nor a bird that flies with its two wings, but are communities like you. We have neglected nothing in the Book, then unto their Lord they (all) shall be gathered. (Al-An'am 6:38)
أَلَمْ تَرَ أَنَّ اللَّهَ يُسَبِّحُ لَهُ مَن فِي السَّمَاوَاتِ وَالْأَرْضِ وَالطَّيْرُ صَافَّاتٍ كُلٌّ قَدْ عَلِمَ صَلَاتَهُ وَتَسْبِيحَهُ وَاللَّهُ عَلِيمٌ بِمَا يَفْعَلُونَ

See you not that Allah, He it is Whom glorify whosoever is in the heavens and the earth, and the birds with wings out-spread (in their flight). Of each one He (Allah) knows indeed his Salat (prayer) and his glorification and Allah is All-Aware of what they do. (An-Nur 24:41)
Staying Away from Dhulm
1. Taqwa – keeping away from things that Allah dislikes

2. Humility – the more humility a person develops, the less room there is for pride and arrogance

3. Hasad – removal of envy

4. Wala wal Bara – engaging in activities that Allah loves and disengaging from activities that Allah dislikes

5. Dua’ – asking Allah to remove a person far from dhulm
6. Keeping in mind these ayat: 
إِنَّهُ لاَ يُفْلِحُ الظَّالِمُونَ
Certainly the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong​doers, etc.) will not be successful." (Al-An'am 6:135)

وَاللّهُ لاَ يَهْدِي الْقَوْمَ الظَّالِمِينَ
And Allah guides not those people who are the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers). (At-Tawbah 9:19)

7. Realizing that this is a constant battle as Allah says:  
وَآتَاكُم مِّن كُلِّ مَا سَأَلْتُمُوهُ وَإِن تَعُدُّواْ نِعْمَتَ اللّهِ لاَ تُحْصُوهَا إِنَّ الإِنسَانَ لَظَلُومٌ كَفَّارٌ

And He gave you of all that you asked for, and if you count the Blessings of Allah, never will you be able to count them. Verily! Man is indeed an extreme wrong-doer, an ingrate. (Ibrahim 14:34)
((((( ( (((((
The default position with human beings is that we are all in a state of loss, going astray, unaware and without guidance.  This sentiment is mentioned in Surat Asr:

وَالْعَصْرِ إِنَّ الْإِنسَانَلَفِي خُسْرٍ إِلَّا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا وَعَمِلُوا الصَّالِحَاتِ وَتَوَاصَوْابِالْحَقِّ وَتَوَاصَوْا بِالصَّبْرِ

By Al-'Asr (the time). Verily! Man is in a state of loss, except those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and recommend one another to the truth and recommend one another to patience. (Al-'Asr 103:1-3)
This state could exist for a number of reasons including being unaware or not knowing, knowing but rejecting and being mistaken.  There are also varying degrees of being lost.  As well, a person could be following the truth, but incorporating acts of worship not consistent with the Qur’an and/or Sunnah.  

Some may be confused with this default concept because the Prophet (saw) said, “No child is born except that he/she is born on the Fitra of Islam and then his parents turn him into a Jew, Christian or Magian.” (Bukhari)  What we understand from these two hadith is that:

a. Everyone is born with the natural inclination toward worshipping Allah alone

b. Everyone has the potential to be Muslim

c. Every person needs the knowledge of Islam and guidance to that knowledge by none other than Allah; a person cannot follow a path that is he/she is ignorant about.

وَاللّهُ أَخْرَجَكُم مِّن بُطُونِ أُمَّهَاتِكُمْ لاَ تَعْلَمُونَ شَيْئًا وَجَعَلَ لَكُمُ الْسَّمْعَ وَالأَبْصَارَ وَالأَفْئِدَةَ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَشْكُرُونَ

And Allah has brought you out from the wombs of your mothers while you know nothing. And He gave you hearing, sight, and hearts that you might give thanks (to Allah). (An-Nahl 16:78)
Due to the very nature of humans, we are misguided in two aspects: being ignorant and being oppressive.  Thus, we are actually in need of guidance if we are to remove ourselves from misguidance.  For certain, it is Allah Who provides guidance as is aptly stated by the Prophet Ibrahim (as):

قَالَ أَفَرَأَيْتُم مَّا كُنتُمْ تَعْبُدُونَ أَنتُمْ وَآبَاؤُكُمُ الْأَقْدَمُونَ فَإِنَّهُمْ عَدُوٌّ لِّي إِلَّا رَبَّ الْعَالَمِينَ الَّذِي خَلَقَنِي فَهُوَ يَهْدِينِ وَالَّذِي هُوَ يُطْعِمُنِي وَيَسْقِينِ وَإِذَا مَرِضْتُ فَهُوَ يَشْفِينِ وَالَّذِي يُمِيتُنِي ثُمَّ يُحْيِينِ وَالَّذِي أَطْمَعُ أَن يَغْفِرَ لِي خَطِيئَتِي يَوْمَ الدِّينِ رَبِّ هَبْ لِي حُكْمًا وَأَلْحِقْنِي بِالصَّالِحِينَ

He said: "Do you observe that which you have been worshipping, "You and your ancient fathers?  Verily! They are enemies to me, save the Lord of the 'Alamin Who has created me, and it is He Who guides me; and it is He Who feeds me and gives me to drink.  And when I am ill, it is He who cures me; "And Who will cause me to die, and then will bring me to life (again); "And Who, I hope will forgive me my faults on the Day of Recompense. My Lord! Bestow Hukman on me, and join me with the righteous; (Ash-Shu'ara 26:75-83)

Types of Guidance

First, we confirm that humans are incapable of guiding themselves and can only rely upon Allah for this.  This is the reason why Fatiha has been made obligatory on us due to the verse in which we seek guidance:

اهدِنَــــا الصِّرَاطَ المُستَقِيمَ

Guide us to the Straight Way. (Al-Fatihah 1:6)
يَمُنُّونَ عَلَيْكَ أَنْ أَسْلَمُوا قُل لَّا تَمُنُّوا عَلَيَّ إِسْلَامَكُم بَلِ اللَّهُ يَمُنُّ عَلَيْكُمْ أَنْ هَدَاكُمْ لِلْإِيمَانِ إِن كُنتُمْ صَادِقِينَ

They regard as favour upon you (O Muhammad SAW) that they have embraced Islam. Say: "Count not your Islam as a favour upon me. Nay, but Allah has conferred a favour upon you, that He has guided you to the Faith, if you indeed are true. (Al-Hujurat 49:17)
إِنَّكَ لَا تَهْدِي مَنْ أَحْبَبْتَ وَلَكِنَّ اللَّهَ يَهْدِي مَن يَشَاء وَهُوَ أَعْلَمُ بِالْمُهْتَدِينَ

Verily! You guide not whom you like, but Allah guides whom He wills. And He knows best those who are the guided. (Al-Qasas 28:56)
1. The first type of guidance is a general one, for all human beings regardless of culture, religion, race, creed, etc.  This guidance helps a person from birth to know right from wrong, know to how eat, how to clothes oneself, know what will harm them or benefit them, to know and learn speech – all the basic mental development of a human being.  If a person is without this basic mental capacity then he/she will not be held responsible for anything on the Day of Resurrection.  

قَالَ رَبُّنَا الَّذِي أَعْطَى كُلَّ شَيْءٍ خَلْقَهُ ثُمَّ هَدَى

Musa said: "Our Lord is He Who gave to each thing its form and nature, then guided it aright." (Ta-Ha 20:50)
2. The second type of guidance is known as “Irshad” which refers to religious guidance to the Straight Path by way of messengers and clear signs.  This is an open invitation to all human beings.

وَأَمَّا ثَمُودُ فَهَدَيْنَاهُمْ فَاسْتَحَبُّوا الْعَمَى عَلَى الْهُدَى فَأَخَذَتْهُمْ صَاعِقَةُ الْعَذَابِ الْهُونِ بِمَا كَانُوا يَكْسِبُونَ

And as for Thamud, We showed and made clear to them the Path of Truth through Our Messenger, but they preferred blindness to guidance, so the Sa'iqah of disgracing torment seized them, because of what they used to earn. (Fussilat 41:17)

3. The third type of guidance is known as “Tawfeeq” takes a person a step further then Irshad and this refers to the blossoming of Iman in the person’s heart and acting in accordance with all of Islam.  This can only happen by the permission of Allah.

مَن يَهْدِ اللَّهُ فَهُوَ الْمُهْتَدِي وَمَن يُضْلِلْ فَلَن تَجِدَ لَهُ وَلِيًّا مُّرْشِدًا
He whom Allah guides, is rightly guided; but he whom He sends astray, for him you will find no Wali (guiding friend) to lead him (to the right Path). (Al-Kahf 18:17)
4. The fourth type of guidance is one more step along the way and is the specific guidance of details regarding the path to Paradise.  

إِنَّ الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ وَعَمِلُواْ الصَّالِحَاتِ يَهْدِيهِمْ رَبُّهُمْ بِإِيمَانِهِمْ تَجْرِي مِن تَحْتِهِمُ الأَنْهَارُ فِي جَنَّاتِ النَّعِيمِ

Verily, those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, their Lord will guide them through their Faith; under them will flow rivers in the Gardens of delight (Paradise). (Yunus 10:9)
Question: Which type of guidance is mentioned in this hadith?

Aside: The Qadariya are a group of people who deny qadr and claim that humans can guide themselves based on books and messengers – they claim that Allah plays no direct role in their guidance. The Mu’tazilah claim that although Allah wanted all humans to be guided, many decided they didn’t want to.  This is a ridiculous, heretical claim – surely, if Allah had willed to guide all of humanity, He would have done so!

Hunger

As part of His Responsibility being Lord and being Ar-Razzaq, Allah feeds the hungry – regardless of their religion or level of piety.  He sustains and grants and listens to all du’a.  Further, food and drink are necessary for one to develop and maintain proper physical and mental functioning.  However, it is essential to remember that Allah is the one who grants us food and drink:

أَفَرَأَيْتُم مَّا تَحْرُثُونَ أَأَنتُمْ تَزْرَعُونَهُ أَمْ نَحْنُ الزَّارِعُونَ لَوْ نَشَاء لَجَعَلْنَاهُ حُطَامًا فَظَلْتُمْ تَفَكَّهُونَ إِنَّا لَمُغْرَمُونَ بَلْ نَحْنُ مَحْرُومُونَ أَفَرَأَيْتُمُ الْمَاء الَّذِي تَشْرَبُونَ أَأَنتُمْ أَنزَلْتُمُوهُ مِنَ الْمُزْنِ أَمْ نَحْنُ الْمُنزِلُونَ لَوْ نَشَاء جَعَلْنَاهُ أُجَاجًا فَلَوْلَا تَشْكُرُونَ أَفَرَأَيْتُمُ النَّارَ الَّتِي تُورُونَ  أَأَنتُمْ أَنشَأْتُمْ شَجَرَتَهَا أَمْ نَحْنُ الْمُنشِؤُونَ

Tell Me! The seed that you sow in the ground.  Is it you that make it grow, or are We the Grower?  Were it Our Will, We could crumble it to dry pieces, and you would be regretful (or left in wonderment).  (Saying): "We are indeed Mughramun (i.e. ruined or lost the money without any profit, or punished by the loss of all that we spend for cultivation, etc.)!   "Nay, but we are deprived!"  Tell Me! The water that you drink.   Is it you who cause it from the rainclouds to come down, or are We the Causer of it to come down?  If We willed, We verily could make it salt (and undrinkable), why then do you not give thanks (to Allah)?  Tell Me! The fire which you kindle, Is it you who made the tree thereof to grow, or are We the Grower? (Al-Waqi'ah 56:63-72)
Sh. Uthaimeen explains that hunger is to be satisfied from Allah by first asking for food from Allah alone.  Second, a person must act upon their du’a by performing righteous deeds (i.e. Tawheed, Salat, etc.): 
وَلَوْ أَنَّ أَهْلَ الْكِتَابِ آمَنُواْ وَاتَّقَوْاْ لَكَفَّرْنَا عَنْهُمْ سَيِّئَاتِهِمْ وَلأدْخَلْنَاهُمْ جَنَّاتِ النَّعِيمِ وَلَوْ أَنَّهُمْ أَقَامُواْ التَّوْرَاةَ وَالإِنجِيلَ وَمَا أُنزِلَ إِلَيهِم مِّن رَّبِّهِمْ لأكَلُواْ مِن فَوْقِهِمْ وَمِن تَحْتِ أَرْجُلِهِم مِّنْهُمْ أُمَّةٌ مُّقْتَصِدَةٌ وَكَثِيرٌ مِّنْهُمْ سَاء مَا يَعْمَلُونَ

And if only the people of the Scripture had believed  and warded off evil (sin, ascribing partners to Allah) and had become Al​Muttaqun We would indeed have blotted out their sins and admitted them to Gardens of pleasure (in Paradise). And if only they had acted according to the Taurat (Torah), the Injeel (Gospel), and what has (now) been sent down to them from their Lord (the Qur'an), they would surely have gotten provision from above them and from underneath their feet. There are from among them people who are on the right course.  (Al-Ma'idah 5:65-66)

Third, a person must also remember to physically work to have food – a plant won’t grow by itself, unless a person plants it in the ground and takes care of it.

Clothing

وَهُمْ يَنْهَوْنَ عَنْهُ وَيَنْأَوْنَ عَنْهُ وَإِن يُهْلِكُونَ إِلاَّ أَنفُسَهُمْ وَمَا يَشْعُرُونَ

And they prevent others from him (from following Prophet Muhammad SAW) and they themselves keep away from him, and (by doing so) they destroy not but their ownselves, yet they perceive (it) not. (Al-An'am 6:26)
Sh. Uthaimeen explains that humans are in as much need for spiritual clothing as physical clothing to cover up their spiritual nakedness.  Also, Sh. Uthaimeen sums it up very nicely when he says that guidance is clothing for the soul, food is clothing for the stomach
 and cloth is clothing for the body (i.e. mind, body & spirit).

ﺧﻃﺎ
The Prophet (saw) said, “All of Bani Adam are sinners.  But the best of those who sin, are those who repent.” (Abu Dawood, At-Tirmidhi)  This is meant to give us hope – hope that no matter how large we think we have sinned or how many times we have sinned, there is still room for Allah to forgive us our trespasses:

إِن كَانَتْ إِلَّا صَيْحَةً وَاحِدَةً فَإِذَا هُمْ جَمِيعٌ لَّدَيْنَا مُحْضَرُونَ

It will be but a single Saihah (shout, etc.), so behold! They will all be brought up before Us! (Ya-Sin 36:53)
A great example of hope and mercy is found in the story of the man who killed 100 people:

Abu Sa'id al-Khudri reported Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) as saying: There was a person before you who had killed ninety-nine persons and then made an inquiry about the learned persons of the world (who could show him the way to salvation). He was directed to a monk. He came to him and told him that he had killed ninety-nine persons and asked him whether there was any scope for his repentance to be accepted. He said: No. He killed him also and thus completed one hundred. He then asked about the learned persons of the earth and he was directed to a scholar, and he told him that he had killed one hundred persons and asked him whether there was any scope for his repentance to be accepted. He said: Yes; what stands between you and the repentance? You better go to such and such land; there are people devoted to prayer and worship and you also worship along with them and do not come to the land of yours since it was an evil land (for you). So he went away and he had hardly covered half the distance when death came to him and there was a dispute between the angels of mercy and the angels of punishment. The angels of mercy said: This man has come as a penitant and remorseful to Allah and the angels of punishment said: He has done no good at all. Then there came another angel in the form of a human being in order to decide between them. He said: You measure the land to which he has drawn near. They measured it and found him nearer to the land where he intended to go (the land of piety), and so the angels of mercy took possession of it. Qatada said that Hasan told him that it was said to them that as death approached him, he crawled upon his chest (and managed) to slip in the land of mercy. (Muslim)

In terms of sin, there are two types – one that is mistaken and one that is serious or even purposeful.  Resolution can be sought in two types as well - forgiveness or repentance.

ﻏﻔﺮ ﻭ ﺗﻮﺒﺔ

Sh. Uthaimeen explains in his Sharh that Ghafar means “to conceal something.”  In this respect, it is a sin that is being concealed; its effect is removed along with its consequences.  However, Ghafr refers to a mistake or a minor sin that can be forgiven by Allah simply when a person asks for it, and even if a person doesn’t ask – all is by the Mercy of Allah.  On the other hand, a serious sin such as shirk requires Tawbah or Repentence and there are conditions to this act, mentioned below.

In light of this hadith, the word used to describe “sin” is Khata “ﺧﻃﺎ” while in meaning it refers to ﺇﺛﻢ and so in this case Ghafar or Istighfar refers to lessening of a consequence or delaying of a punishment.  Tawbah, then, refers to completely wiping out the deed as if it never existed.  Thus, Allah is encouraging us to make Repentance, not to just seek Forgiveness.  The five conditions of Repentence are:

1. The repentance must be solely for the sake of Allah and not to please or show off to others.

2. There must be actual, real remorse
 within a person that serves as the driving force behind the words of repentance.  The Prophet (saw) said, “Remorse is Repentance.” (Ahmad)

3. Remittance – if a crime has been done against someone else, then the aggressor must seek forgiveness and apologize in the case of backbiting/slander and/or return an item that was stolen.  If neither of these is possible, due to the greater fitnah that may develop, then a portion of wealth should be given in charity with the intention that the victim will receive the reward.

4. The person should be determined to never repeat the same sin again, even if it means changing locality and/or company.  In the case that the sin is committed again, another round of repentance is mandatory.  

5. The repentance must happen immediately – one should not wait for the last heartbeat as Allah says:

وَلَيْسَتِ التَّوْبَةُ لِلَّذِينَ يَعْمَلُونَ السَّيِّئَاتِ حَتَّى إِذَا حَضَرَ أَحَدَهُمُ الْمَوْتُ قَالَ إِنِّي تُبْتُ الآنَ وَلاَ الَّذِينَ يَمُوتُونَ وَهُمْ كُفَّارٌ أُوْلَـئِكَ أَعْتَدْنَا لَهُمْ عَذَابًا أَلِيمًا

And of no effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil deeds until death faces one of them and he says: "Now I repent;" nor of those who die while they are disbelievers. For them We have prepared a painful torment. (An-Nisa 4:18)
The result of seeking forgiveness and repentance is guidance, as was the case of our father Adam (as):

قَالَ اهْبِطَا مِنْهَا جَمِيعًا بَعْضُكُمْ لِبَعْضٍ عَدُوٌّ فَإِمَّا يَأْتِيَنَّكُم مِّنِّي هُدًى فَمَنِ اتَّبَعَ هُدَايَ فَلَا يَضِلُّ وَلَا يَشْقَى

Then his Lord chose him, and turned to him with forgiveness, and gave him guidance.  Allah) said:"Get you down (from the Paradise to the earth), both of you, together, some of you are an enemy to some others. Then if there comes to you guidance from Me, then whoever follows My Guidance shall neither go astray, nor fall into distress and misery. (Ta-Ha 20:123)
Who Needs Allah?

We all do!  There is absolutely nothing that we can offer to Allah, except gratitude for all that He provides to us
.  And this is because Allah is not in need of anything and we must know that He is not even in need of our gratitude!  Thus, everything we do is only for us – whether it is a benefit or a detriment.

And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they should worship Me (Alone).   seek not any provision from them (i.e. provision for themselves or for My creatures) nor do I ask that they should feed Me (i.e. feed themselves or My creatures). Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of Power, the Most Strong. (Adh-Dhariyat 51:58)

يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ أَنتُمُ الْفُقَرَاء إِلَى اللَّهِ وَاللَّهُ هُوَ الْغَنِيُّ الْحَمِيدُ

O mankind! it is you who stand in need of Allah, but Allah is Rich (Free of all wants and needs), Worthy of all praise. (Fatir 35:15)
وَلاَ يَحْزُنكَ الَّذِينَ يُسَارِعُونَ فِي الْكُفْرِ إِنَّهُمْ لَن يَضُرُّواْ اللّهَ شَيْئاً يُرِيدُ اللّهُ أَلاَّ يَجْعَلَ لَهُمْ حَظًّا فِي الآخِرَةِ وَلَهُمْ عَذَابٌ عَظِيمٌ

And let not those grieve you who rush with haste to disbelieve; verily, not the least harm will they do to Allah. It is Allah's Will to give them no portion in the Hereafter. For them there is a great torment. (Aali Imran 3:176)
Allah’s Dominion

The distinguishing factor between Allah’s Dominion and the so-called dominion of the Earths’ kings is that Allah is independent of His Creation and, thus, does not need them.  It doesn’t matter if someone is pious or wicked or if someone believes or doesn’t believe.  He is All-Powerful and nothing escapes Him.  Human kings, on the other hand, are weak in that they are in need of citizens and servants to support them and obey them; their reign on power would seize if people (en masse) chose to disobey them. 

In terms of the quantity of Allah’s Dominion – it is infinite and unimaginable.  The purpose of this description is so that people don’t lose hope in the fact that Allah can grant them whatever they want without limits.  There is no exhaustion to the Dominion of Allah.  The Prophet (saw) said, “Allah’s hand is full.  Its fullness is not affected by continuous, day and night.” He (saw) said, “Do you see what He has spent since He created the Heavens and the Earth?  All of it did not decrease what is in His hand.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

Decrease?  It is conceivable that Allah’s Dominion is decreased, but the decrease is negligible with respect to the sheer size of His Dominion.  On the other hand, in reference to knowledge, for example, there is no decrease in Allah’s Dominion.  When I teach someone how to tie their shoelaces, it does not mean that I no longer know how to tie my shoelaces.  In the same, Allah’s Dominion is not decreased in the least.  

Compensation

As was mentioned in the beginning, Allah has made haram upon Himself “Dhulm” of any kind.  Therefore:

فَمَنيَعْمَلْ مِثْقَالَ ذَرَّةٍ خَيْرًا يَرَهُ وَمَن يَعْمَلْ مِثْقَالَ ذَرَّةٍشَرًّا يَرَهُ

So whosoever does good equal to the weight of an atom, shall see it.  And whosoever does evil equal to the weight of an atom (or a small ant), shall see it. (Az-Zalzalah 99:7-8)

كُلُّ نَفْسٍ ذَآئِقَةُ الْمَوْتِ وَإِنَّمَا تُوَفَّوْنَ أُجُورَكُمْ يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ فَمَن زُحْزِحَ عَنِ النَّارِ وَأُدْخِلَ الْجَنَّةَ فَقَدْ فَازَ وَما الْحَيَاةُ الدُّنْيَا إِلاَّ مَتَاعُ الْغُرُورِ

Everyone shall taste death. And only on the Day of Resurrection shall you be paid your wages in full. And whoever is removed away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise, he indeed is successful. The life of this world is only the enjoyment of deception (a deceiving thing). (Aali Imran 3:185)
Therefore, the one who has done good deeds should have no worries, but should and will be involved in praising Allah.  Important to understand is that this compensation is not the same as “trade” between humans.  Humans benefit from each other, seeking recompense for favours rendered.  However, since the creation cannot have rights over Allah in this respect (remember, we do not benefit Allah), the “Just Recompense” is earning His Mercy and Grace by which we gain entrance to the Promised Paradise. 

مَن جَاء بِالْحَسَنَةِ فَلَهُ عَشْرُ أَمْثَالِهَا وَمَن جَاء بِالسَّيِّئَةِ فَلاَ يُجْزَى إِلاَّ مِثْلَهَا وَهُمْ لاَ يُظْلَمُونَ

Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like thereof to his credit, and whoever brings an evil deed shall have only the recompense of the like thereof, and they will not be wronged. (Al-An'am 6:160)
مَنْ عَمِلَ صَالِحًا مِّن ذَكَرٍ أَوْ أُنثَى وَهُوَ مُؤْمِنٌ فَلَنُحْيِيَنَّهُ حَيَاةً طَيِّبَةً وَلَنَجْزِيَنَّهُمْ أَجْرَهُم بِأَحْسَنِ مَا كَانُواْ يَعْمَلُونَ

Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female, while he (or she) is a true believer verily, to him We will give a good life and We shall pay them certainly a reward in proportion to the best of what they used to do. (An-Nahl 16:97)
On the other hand, one who has incurred the Anger of Allah by living a life of sin will be recompensed accordingly:

لَّيْسَ بِأَمَانِيِّكُمْ وَلا أَمَانِيِّ أَهْلِ الْكِتَابِ مَن يَعْمَلْ سُوءًا يُجْزَ بِهِ وَلاَ يَجِدْ لَهُ مِن دُونِ اللّهِ وَلِيًّا وَلاَ نَصِيرًا

It will not be in accordance with your desires (Muslims), nor those of the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians), whosoever works evil, will have the recompense thereof, and he will not find any protector or helper besides Allah. (An-Nisa 4:123)
While a person may try to blame others for their predicament, he/she will have to face the reality of judgment – we are all held accountable for the decisions we have made; no one has forced our hand to commit a sin, but we have relented and thus:

وَأَمَّا مَنْ أُوتِيَ كِتَابَهُ بِشِمَالِهِ فَيَقُولُ يَالَيْتَنِي لَمْ أُوتَ كِتَابِيهْ وَلَمْ أَدْرِ مَا حِسَابِيهْ يَالَيْتَهَا كَانَتِ الْقَاضِيَةَ مَا أَغْنَى عَنِّي مَالِيهْ هَلَكَعَنِّي سُلْطَانِيهْ

As for him who will be given his Record in his left hand, will say: "I wish that I had not been given my Record!  And that I had never known, how my Account is?  "I wish, would that it had been my end (death)!  "My wealth has not availed me! (Al-Haqqah 69:25-29)
وَلَنُذِيقَنَّهُمْ مِنَ الْعَذَابِ الْأَدْنَى دُونَ الْعَذَابِ الْأَكْبَرِ لَعَلَّهُمْ يَرْجِعُونَ

And verily, We will make them taste of the near torment prior to the supreme torment (in the Hereafter), in order that they may (repent and) return. (As-Sajdah 32:21)

In the end, a person’s future lies in his/her own hands – the choices are for them to make and, so, the consequences are for them to face:

قَدْ جَاءكُم بَصَآئِرُ مِن رَّبِّكُمْ فَمَنْ أَبْصَرَ فَلِنَفْسِهِ وَمَنْ عَمِيَ فَعَلَيْهَا وَمَا أَنَاْ عَلَيْكُم بِحَفِيظٍ

Verily, proofs have come to you from your Lord, so whosoever sees, will do so for (the good of) his ownself, and whosoever blinds himself, will do so to his own harm, and I (Muhammad SAW) am not a watcher over you. (Al-An'am 6:104)
قُلْ يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ قَدْ جَاءكُمُ الْحَقُّ مِن رَّبِّكُمْ فَمَنِ اهْتَدَى فَإِنَّمَا يَهْتَدِي لِنَفْسِهِ وَمَن ضَلَّ فَإِنَّمَا يَضِلُّ عَلَيْهَا وَمَا أَنَاْ عَلَيْكُم بِوَكِيلٍ

Say: "O you mankind! Now truth (i.e. the Qur'an and Prophet Muhammad SAW), has come to you from your Lord. So whosoever receives guidance, he does so for the good of his own self, and whosoever goes astray, he does so to his own loss, and I am not (set) over you as a Wakil (disposer of affairs to oblige you for guidance)." (Yunus 10:108)

إِنَّ الَّذِينَ يُلْحِدُونَ فِي آيَاتِنَا لَا يَخْفَوْنَ عَلَيْنَا أَفَمَن يُلْقَى فِي النَّارِ خَيْرٌ أَم مَّن يَأْتِي آمِنًا يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ اعْمَلُوا مَا شِئْتُمْ إِنَّهُ بِمَا تَعْمَلُونَ بَصِيرٌ

Verily, those who turn away from Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc. by attacking, distorting and denying them), are not hidden from Us. Is he who is cast into the Fire better or he who comes secure on the Day of Resurrection? Do what you will. Verily! He is All-Seer of what you do (this is a severe threat to the disbelievers). (Fussilat 41:40)

Aside: Two Types of People.  According to Ibn Taimiyah there are two categories of human beings: the first is the kind that blame Allah for their sins and ascribe their good deeds and guidance to themselves.  The second type are those who recognize the guidance of Allah and ascribe to Him their ability to perform good deeds; they thank Him and realize they are in need of Him and understand that they would not be able to accomplish anything without Allah’s Grace.  

فَلَوْلا إِذْ جَاءهُمْ بَأْسُنَا تَضَرَّعُواْ وَلَـكِن قَسَتْ قُلُوبُهُمْ وَزَيَّنَ لَهُمُ الشَّيْطَانُ مَا كَانُواْ يَعْمَلُونَ

When Our Torment reached them, why then did they not believe with humility? But their hearts became hardened, and Shaitan (Satan) made fair​-seeming to them that which they used to do. (Al-An'am 6:43)

وَلَقَدْ آتَيْنَا لُقْمَانَ الْحِكْمَةَ أَنِ اشْكُرْ لِلَّهِ وَمَن يَشْكُرْ فَإِنَّمَا يَشْكُرُ لِنَفْسِهِ وَمَن كَفَرَ فَإِنَّ اللَّهَ غَنِيٌّ حَمِيدٌ

And indeed We bestowed upon Luqman Al-​Hikmah (wisdom and religious understanding, etc.) saying: "Give thanks to Allah," and whoever gives thanks, he gives thanks for (the good of) his ownself. And whoever is unthankful, then verily, Allah is All​Rich (Free of all wants), Worthy of all praise. (Luqman 31:12)
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� Also known as Jundub ibn Jundub; Abu Dhar al-Ghifari was the 5th person to accept Islam.  He moved to Medinah after Hijra and did not participate in the Battle of Badr, but in every conflict after that he did.  He lived in Damascus and then moved back to Medinah – he was asked to leave Medinah by Uthman ibn Afaan and died in 32 A.H.  He narrated over 250 hadith, including Hadith #18 in this series.


� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhee Was-sallam – May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him


� Food is necessary for brain function, thus affects and protects the mind


� Wishing he/she had never committed the sin


� Ibrahim:7


� The word “Mulk” can be interpreted in one of or all of: (1) the power to administer all affairs (2) the actual administering of all affairs (3) the objects of the dominion.  








