[image: image1.png]



Hadith #28


It was narrated on the authority of Abu Najih al-Irbad bin Sariyah
 who said:  The Messenger of Allah (saw) delivered an admonition that made our hearts fearful and our eyes tearful.  We said, "O Messenger of Allah, it is as if this were a farewell sermon, so advise us."  He (saw) said, "I enjoin you to have Taqwa of Allah and that you listen and obey, even if a slave is made a ruler over you.  He among you who lives long enough will see many differences.  So remain steadfast upon my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly-principled and rightly-guided successors; hold on to this with your molar teeth.  Beware of newly-introduced matters, for every heresy (bid'ah) is a misguided error." (Abu Dawud & At-Tirmidhi, who said it is graded Hasan Sahih)

An additional phrase is recorded by Ahmad and Ibn Majah, “I leave you all on a clear matter, whose night is like its day (i.e. clarity).  No one strays from it after me, except the one who is destroyed.”

N.B. The commonly available translated text of Imam an-Nawawi’s 40 Hadith includes the line “And every misguidance is deserving of the Hellfire.”  This is not included in the Arabic and is, therefore, not part of this hadith.  That line belongs to Khutba al-Hajah, recored by an-Nisa’i. 

Admonition
وَعِظْهُمْ وَقُل لَّهُمْ فِي أَنفُسِهِمْ قَوْلاً بَلِيغًا

Admonish them and speak to them an effective word to reach their inner selves. (An-Nisa 4:63)
The Prophet (saw) was in the habit of giving speeches throughout the week, not just on Friday.  These random speeches would be short and to the point, so as to keep them effective and not to cause boredom.  Further, the purpose of these speeches was to remind a person to keep track of their actions and the potential consequences – the result was to strengthen the ‘fear’ of Allah, as well as an increase in ‘love’ in Allah and ‘hope’ in Him.  This concept is supported by the Qur’an and, in this hadith, it is exactly as the companions describe.
ادْعُ إِلِى سَبِيلِ رَبِّكَ بِالْحِكْمَةِ وَالْمَوْعِظَةِ الْحَسَنَةِ 

Invite them to the Way of your Lord with the wisdom (of the Qur’an and the Sunnah) and fair exhortation. (An-Nahl 16:125)

The reason this ayat is so important is that it shows that the Prophet (saw) truly exemplified the Qur’an and truly implemented everything he learned.  Definitely, what makes a speech so much more impressionable is when the orator actually does what he says.  The only way this is possible is if the orator actually, truly and sincerely believes what he/she is saying.  But, what makes the speech truly influential, is when the orator’s heart is free of disease.  In summary, the example of the Prophet (saw) in creating an effective speech includes:
1. Truly believe what you are saying, don’t just pay lip service.  This is how a person is able to speak with strength and conviction.

2. Be clean and free from the diseases of the heart.  This keeps a person’s relationship with his/her Creator healthy and allows them to speak with an unwavering voice.

3. Practice what you preach – if not, the disease in your heart will be exposed and the people will see that you were not, in fact, sincere in what you said.

The Result

If the speech was effective there will be an evident impact on its listeners – not because of the orator him/herself, rather because:

إِنَّمَا الْمُؤْمِنُونَ الَّذِينَ إِذَا ذُكِرَ اللّهُ وَجِلَتْ قُلُوبُهُمْ وَإِذَا تُلِيَتْ عَلَيْهِمْ آيَاتُهُ زَادَتْهُمْ إِيمَانًا وَعَلَى رَبِّهِمْ يَتَوَكَّلُونَ الَّذِينَ يُقِيمُونَ الصَّلاَةَ وَمِمَّا رَزَقْنَاهُمْ يُنفِقُونَ أُوْلَـئِكَ هُمُ الْمُؤْمِنُونَ حَقًّا لَّهُمْ دَرَجَاتٌ عِندَ رَبِّهِمْ وَمَغْفِرَةٌ وَرِزْقٌ كَرِيمٌ

The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in their hearts and when His Verses are recited unto them, they (i.e. the Verses) increase their Faith, and they put their trust in their Lord (Alone); Who perform As-Salat and spend out of that We have provided them.  It is they who are the believers in truth. For them are grades of dignity with their Lord, and Forgiveness and a generous provision. (Al-Anfal 8:2-4)
The general question we should ask ourselves is whether or not we “feel” anything inside ourselves when we hear the verses of the Qur’an and/or a reminder mentioned.  

The Advice: Taqwa
Important to note is that the advice of the Prophet (saw) in this instance is as if it were the last advice he would ever give.  Thus, although the message appears concise, its weight is heavy.  

The issue of Taqwa was covered, with detail, in Hadith 18 – as a quick reminder:

Taqwa is defined as: to obey upon a light from Allah seeking His reward and to leave sin upon a light from Allah fearing His punishment.  Further, it is an essential and necessary component toward the completion of one’s faith:

وَللّهِ مَا فِي السَّمَاوَاتِ وَمَا فِي الأَرْضِ وَلَقَدْ وَصَّيْنَا الَّذِينَ أُوتُواْ الْكِتَابَ مِن قَبْلِكُمْ وَإِيَّاكُمْ أَنِ اتَّقُواْ اللّهَ 

And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth.  And verily, We have advised the people of the Scripture before you and you (O Muslims) to have Taqwa of Allah and keep your duty to Him. (An-Nisa 4:131)
The Advice: Listen & Obey

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ أَطِيعُواْ اللّهَ وَأَطِيعُواْ الرَّسُولَ وَأُوْلِي الأَمْرِ مِنكُمْ
O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger (Muhammad SAW), and those of you (Muslims) who are in authority. (An-Nisa 4:59)

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “It is the duty of every Muslim to hear and obey, whether he/she likes it or not, except if asked to perform a sinful act – in that case, there is no listening nor obedience.”  (Bukhari & Muslim)

Further, Umar ibn Al-Khattab is reported to have said, “There is no Islam without a community and there is no community without a leader and there is no leader without obedience.” (ad-Dumaiji)

Thus, part of Taqwa is listening and obeying the command of the Prophet (saw) and those in authority.  The reason is quite simple – if we did not listen to those in authority, our entire world would be topsy-turvy, with everyone living as an anarchist.  A point, included within this context, is that obedience is only for Al-Ma’ruf.  Indeed, the only way a person can “rule” over Muslims is by way of the Qur’an and authentic Sunnah – he does not have any independent obedience because he, too, is responsible for his own obedience to Allah and the Messenger (saw).  

Having said that, there are decisions that an Amir will make which are not always popular.  In these times, we must remember the words of the Prophet (saw), “If anyone of you finds a thing in his/her ruler for which he/she does not approve, he/she should bear it patiently.  For one who moves a span’s length from the community and dies, his/her death is like Jahiliyya.  (Bukhari & Muslim)
The Advice: Differences

Definitely, the Messenger of Allah (saw) was speaking only with what Allah had told him in this case – how else would he know that differences would occur, guaranteed?  But, more importantly, Shaykh Uthaimeen asks the question, “Are these differences only for the earlier generations or does it affect us at this time also?”  The answer is “Yes, it affects us at all times, as surely anyone who lives a longer life would see the chances from their youth to their old age.”  What should we do during times of change and difference? 

The Advice: Stick to my Sunnuah

What is The Sunnah?  Briefly,

1. Those actions which are specific to the Prophet (saw) such as continuous fasting.

2. Actions that are related to the culture of his time, such as the turban, unbuttoning the top shirt button, keeping long hair, using a walking stick. 

3. Actions resulting from spontaneous or haphazard actions. For example, the Prophet (saw) used to stop at particular places during a journey or take a certain route for a journey. 

4. Actions that the Prophet (saw) performed intentionally for the purpose of ibadah.

It is the last of these that we are most concerned with.  However, we must be sure to not out-do ourselves to the point of repeated exhaustion, as Allah says,

Allah intends for you ease, and He does not want to make things difficult for you. (Al-Baqarah 2:185)
The reasons one should not commit oneself to non-obligatory acts are because:
1. It is not made obligatory by shari'ah. 

2. It goes against the general principles of the shari'ah (al-Baqarah: 185). 

3. If one commits himself to do non-obligatory ibadah on a regular basis, it comes close to being a vow (nadr) which is not a preferable act (makruh). 

4. If one makes a commitment and sticks to it, one might get fed up with the action later on and stop doing it altogether.
Therefore, it is better to do good deeds based on one's personal capacity, encouraging oneself to continue performing the deed.

The Advice: The Khilafa

The first question that pops to mind is, “Why should we follow their sunnah?”  In response, 
· Their sunnah comes after the Qur’an and As-Sunnah.  

· The way the Prophet (saw) described them is as Raashideen and Mahdiyeen.

· Raashid ﺭﺍﺸﺪ is the one who not only recognizes and has knowledge of the truth, but he/she acts and judges in accordance with it.  The opposite of this is Ghaawa ﻏﺎﻭﻯ which refers to a person who recognizes the truth but acts in opposition to it.

· Mahdiyeen ﻤﻬﺪﻴﻦ refers to one whom Allah has guided and who have not been led astray.  The opposite of this is Dhaal ﺿﺎﻞ which refers to one who has gone astray due to their extreme lack of knowledge.
The second question would be “Who are they?”

· The Prophet (saw) said, “The successorship (Khilafah) will last for thirty years among my Ummah and then there will be a Kingship after that.” (at-Tirmidhi, graded Sahih by Sh. Al-Albani)

· Abu Bakr as-Siddiq ruled for 2 years, 3 months

· Umar ibn al-Khattab ruled for 10 years, 6 months

· Uthman ibn Affan ruled for 12 years

· Ali ibn Abi Talib ruled for 4 years, 9 months

· Al-Hasan ruled for 6 months

· Total = 30 years

· Further, the Prophet (saw) said, “Imitate those two who come after me, Abu Bakr and Umar.” (at-Tirmidhi, Ahmad – graded Sahih by Sh. Al-Albani)

· The opinion of Sh. Uthaimeen is that this includes anyone who has come, throughout time, to revive the Muslim Ummah and raise again the banner of Islam.  This opposing opinion is seconded by Sh. Umar al-Ashqar
 who says the there cannot be a limitation on the number and quotes the hadith “The khilafah will remain among the Quraish until the hour is established.”  A similar hadith is found in Musnad Ahmad, “The rulers are to be from the tribe of the Quraish.”

· The second opinion still refers to the first four Caliphs as the leaders of the Khulafah.  However, since this hadith refers to a specific, specialized group the majority of scholars are of the opinion that the Prophet (saw) is exclusively talking about the first four or five only.

The Advice: Bite hard!

This expression indicates the severity of the Prophet’s (saw) warning.  It indicates that a person must hold on to and adhere to the correct path without miss.  There is no excuse for leaving the truth, we should be stubborn against the wishes of our enemy, Satan, to leave off guidance.

ﺑﺩﻋﺔ  
Heresy

Defined

Linguistic: 
· Any opinions or doctrines at variance with the official or orthodox position; 
· An opinion held in opposition to the established or commonly received doctrine, and tending to promote a division or party; 
· One who believes some doctrine contrary to the established faith or prevailing religion.

Islamic: 
· A denial of any essential part of Iman would be straight kufr (disbelief) and/or Ridda (apostasy).  
· An addition would be considered “a going astray,” “a position of weakness,” “misguidance,” “a path of and leading towards ignorance and, eventually, kufr.“  Collectively, the term is coined: “Bid’a”
· Qualifier – this is ONLY with respect to religious matters and, specifically, with respect to those aspects redeemable as “acts of worship” that a person employs to strengthen his/her relationship with Allah.  This is due to the following hadith which indicates that worldly, non-religious, non-worship related issues are not considered heresies:

· Once, the companions decided to stop cross-pollinating their date-palm trees to which the Prophet (saw) remarked, “You are more knowledgeable about the affair of your wordly life.” (Muslim)

Categories 

· Opinion 1: Imam ash-Shafi’i sated, “Innovations are of two types: a praiseworthy innovation and a blameworthy innovation.  Whatever agrees with the sunnah is praiseworthy and whatever disagrees is, of course, a blameworthy one.  Ibn Hazm also stated, “Innovations in the religion are everything that is not founded in the Qur’an or Sunnah of the Prophet (saw), however a good intention may yield some reward – but beware the blameworthy ones.  This opinion is supported by Imam Al-Ghazali and Imam An-Nawawi.
· The problem with this opinion is that the Prophet (saw) forbade EVERY innovation as a deviant act, without exception
· Opinion 2: Ibn Rajab stated, “Any innovation that has no source whatsoever in the Shar’iyah is a heresy.  If something has some proof then it is not.  This opinion is supported by Ibn Hajr al-Asqalani and Ibn Hajar al-Haitami.

· The problem here is that there is no distinction between a Heresy and a Sin.  Although Heresies are sinful, the harm they generate is much more far reaching 
· Opinion 3: Al-Shaatibi stated in his book al-Itisam, “A bid’a is any invented act or path that is made to resemble part of the shar’iyah and it is followed as an act of worship of Allah.” The reason for this innovation in religion is so that “the person gets the greatest reward in the Hereafter,” but this can only be attained by following the pure shar’iyah.  Further, anything non-religious is not considered a heresy, unless a person claims it is pleasing to Allah.
Conclusion 
Bid’a is any ritual act of worship for the sake of Allah that has no foundation in the Qur’an and/or Sunnah; it is also in reference to any worldly act that a person claims is pleasing to Allah while there is no support from the Qur’an and/or Sunnah.
Da’wah & Explaining Bid’a
وَلْتَكُن مِّنكُمْ أُمَّةٌ يَدْعُونَ إِلَى الْخَيْرِ وَيَأْمُرُونَ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ وَيَنْهَوْنَ عَنِ الْمُنكَرِ وَأُوْلَـئِكَ هُمُ الْمُفْلِحُونَ

Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good (Islam), enjoining Al-Ma'ruf and forbidding Al-Munkar. And it is they who are the successful. (Aali Imran 3:104)
وَتَعَاوَنُواْ عَلَى الْبرِّ وَالتَّقْوَى وَلاَ تَعَاوَنُواْ عَلَى الإِثْمِ وَالْعُدْوَانِ
Help you one another in Al​Birr and At​Taqwa (virtue, righteousness and piety); but do not help one another in sin and transgression. (Al-Ma'idah 5:2)

There are, essentially, two aspects of calling:
1. Purification of Islamic beliefs and practices (Tasfiyah)

2. Educating people according to the Pure Islamic beliefs and practices (Tarbiyah)
هُوَ الَّذِي بَعَثَ فِي الْأُمِّيِّينَ رَسُولًا مِّنْهُمْ يَتْلُو عَلَيْهِمْآيَاتِهِ وَيُزَكِّيهِمْ وَيُعَلِّمُهُمُ الْكِتَابَ وَالْحِكْمَةَ وَإِن كَانُوامِن قَبْلُ لَفِي ضَلَالٍ مُّبِينٍ

He it is Who sent among the unlettered ones a Messenger from among themselves, reciting to them His Verses, purifying them, and teaching them the Book and Al-Hikmah.   And verily, they had been before in mainfest error. (Al-Jumu'ah 62:2)
وَمَن يُطِعْ اللَّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ فَقَدْ فَازَ فَوْزًا عَظِيمًا

And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has indeed achieved a great victory. (Al-Ahzab 33:71)
قُلْ أَطِيعُواْ اللّهَ وَالرَّسُولَ
Obey Allah and the Messenger.  (Aali Imran 3:32)

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ أَطِيعُواْ اللّهَ وَأَطِيعُواْ الرَّسُولَ
O you who believe! obey Allah and obey the Messenger.  (An-Nisa 4:59)
وَأَطِيعُواْ اللّهَ وَالرَّسُولَ
And obey Allah and the Messenger that you may obtain mercy. (Aali Imran 3:132)
وَأَطِيعُواْ اللّهَ وَأَطِيعُواْ الرَّسُولَ
And obey Allah and the Messenger. (Al-Ma'idah 5:92)
وَأَطِيعُواْ اللّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ إِن كُنتُم مُّؤْمِنِينَ
And obey Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad SAW), if you are believers. (Al-Anfal 8:1)

The responsibility of educating people includes protecting them and teaching them to protect themselves from the evil of others and this can only occur if the Muslim sticks to the meaning of the above ayats – there is no obedience to Allah unless it is accompanied by obedience to His Messenger (saw).  This is the only way we can keep pure the path to Truth as the Prophet (saw) said, “This knowledge (i.e. pure Islam) will be carried by the trustworthy ones of every generation.  They will expel from it the alterations made by those going beyond bounds, the false claims of liars and the false interpretations of the ignorant fools. (Al-Baghdadi and others, graded Hasan by Sh. al-Albani)

The best way to ‘argue’ with people of bid’a is to not argue at all.  First and foremost, the brotherhood of Islam must be upheld – under no circumstances can we allow Shaytan to divide the Ummah.  This is in accordance with:

وَاعْتَصِمُواْ بِحَبْلِ اللّهِ جَمِيعًا وَلاَ تَفَرَّقُواْ
And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah.  (Aali Imran 3:103)

Second, it is a very simple dialogue if both parties admit that neither of them knows the exact truth of the matter – thus, the decision must be conceded to those who came before us because, not only did they witness the revelation, but they implemented it according to the approval of the Prophet (saw),

وَأَنِ احْكُم بَيْنَهُم بِمَا أَنزَلَ اللّهُ وَلاَ تَتَّبِعْ أَهْوَاءهُمْ
And so judge between them by what Allah has revealed and follow not their vain desires, (Al-Ma'idah 5:49)

Thus, we inevitably come to the issue of bid’a and we find that we MUST avoid them if we are to be true Believers and true followers of Allah AND His Messenger.  Then we look at the following advice from the Prophet (saw):

· Whoever introduces anything into this matter of ours, that is not from it, shall have it rejected. (Bukhari)

· Allah refuses to accept the deeds of the companion of innovations until he/she leaves his/her innovation. (at-Tabarani, graded Sahih by Sh. al-Albani)

· Narrated by Ibn Mas'ud that one day the Prophet (saw) drew a straight line on the ground and He said, "This is the path of Allah." Then he drew some lines to the left and right to it and said, "These are the erred paths and on each of these paths, there is Shaytaan calling to it." Then he recited the following verse from the Qur'an (which means): "Verily, this is My straight path so follow it and do not follow the other paths that will take you away from the true path." (6:153)

· The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "There is nothing that Allaah ordered you with except that I have ordered you with it, and there is nothing that Allah forbade you from except that I have forbidden you from it." (al-Bayhaqee) 

· And he (saw) said, "There is nothing that will take you closer to paradise but that I have enjoined it upon you, and there is nothing that will take you closer to hell but that I have warned you from it." (Musnad ash-Shaafi'ee)

The ayat that is clear and concise regarding additions to the Deen of Islam is,

الْيَوْمَ أَكْمَلْتُ لَكُمْ دِينَكُمْ وَأَتْمَمْتُ عَلَيْكُمْ نِعْمَتِي وَرَضِيتُ لَكُمُ الإِسْلاَمَ دِينًا
This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.  (Al-Ma'idah 5:3)
Heretoforwith, if a person adds and/or deletes anything from the beliefs and/or practices of Islam than he/she is saying Allah lied and, based on the following hadith, that His Prophet (saw) lied:

Verily, the best of speech is the speech of Allah as is preserved in the Noble Quran.  And the best of guidance is the guidance of Muhammad ibn Abdullah (saw).  And the worst of all affairs are innovations in the religion of Islam.  For every innovation is a heresy.  And, every heresy stems from misguidance.  And, every misguidance is deserving of the hellfire. (Sunan an-Nisa’i, 
graded Sahih by Sh. Al-Albani)
وَمَن يُشَاقِقِ الرَّسُولَ مِن بَعْدِ مَا تَبَيَّنَ لَهُ الْهُدَى وَيَتَّبِعْ غَيْرَ سَبِيلِ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ نُوَلِّهِ مَا تَوَلَّى وَنُصْلِهِ جَهَنَّمَ وَسَاءتْ مَصِيرًا

And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger after the right path has been shown clearly to him, and follows other than the believers' way, We shall keep him in the path he has chosen, and burn him in Hell - what an evil destination! (An-Nisa 4:115)
Some General rules and principles to differentiate between bid'ah and sunnah

1. An ibadah (ritual of worship) cannot be formulated unless there is evidence from wahy (revelation). Another way of saying this is that ibadah is restricted by the shari'ah. The evidence for this is the hadith of Aishah which states that the Prophet (saw) said, "Whoever performs an action that is not according to our way will be rejected." (al-Bukhari) 
2. If there is a beneficial act that existed during the time of the Prophet (saw) yet the Prophet (saw) did not perform it as an act of ibadah, then we cannot perform it as an act of ibadah.

An act of ibadah may be performed due to a number of reasons:

a. If an act is considered a need to motivate people because of their laxity and carelessness, then that act is a bid'ah and cannot be performed. For example, Abdul Malik bin Marwan gave the Eid Khutbah before the prayer because people left after the prayers.

b. If the act is considered a need due to the natural circumstances of the people and there was no need during the time of the Prophet (saw) then it is considered as maslahah mursalah. For example, the compilation of the Qur'an, the use of the mihrab, the existing schooling system, the use of loudspeakers during the adhan, etc.

3. If the Prophet (saw) performed an act and then stopped due to a certain reason, we may perform that act provided the reason no longer exists. For example, the Tarawih prayers - the Prophet (saw) stopped performing them after a time because he was afraid that it would be made compulsory. After his death, there is no way that the Tarawih prayers will become compulsory as the time of wahy has passed.

4. Avoiding any act of worship that the Prophet (saw) did not perform is considered a sunnah (sunnah tarkiyyah).

5. Performing an act which has been made into an ibadah by:

a. Generalizing evidences that relate to a specific ibadah. In other words, removing the limits of an act that has been limited by the shari'ah. An example is that there are certain adhkar whose number of repetitions have been limited by the Prophet (saw) - for example, the adhkar after prayers. To remove these limits, i.e. make more than the specified number of repetitions, is a bid'ah.

b. Specifying a general evidence to a particular act. In other words, limiting an act that is unlimited by the shari'ah. An example is to specifically fast on Friday and pray on Friday evening. Other examples are to call the adhan for the Eid prayer (by using the general hadith for the adhan) and performing a certain set of dhikr for a certain time/day. These acts are considered bid'ah.

6. Connecting an act of ibadah to an unrelated action (either a natural action or an act of ibadah) and making them appear as a continuous action, might be a bid'ah or lead to bid'ah, depending on the situation:

6. Intentionally. This is a bid'ah. 

6. Unintentionally. If the connection is repeatedly made in public, then it could lead to a bid'ah (because people might think the actions were related).  An example is that at the time of Imam Malik, it was reported that the muadhin would purposely clear his throat before giving the adhan. When he was made to stop by Imam Malik, he would then purposely hit a stick against the side of the minaret before giving the adhan. Imam Malik stopped him from doing this as well, and said, "Do not do something which has not been practiced by the Prophet (saw) nor by his companions."  Another example is to stand up immediately after performing the fardh prayers to perform the sunnah prayers where people without knowledge may get confused.  A third example is to start fasting the six days of Shawal from the second day of Eid.

7. Any non-obligatory action which is permitted by the shari'ah but by repeatedly performing in public makes it appear to be a fardh; in this case that action should be stopped occasionally. An example is the recitation of Surah as-Sajdah and Surah al-Insan in the Friday Fajr prayer. Another is that the Companions (Abu Bakr and Umar) occasionally did not perform udhiyah.

8. Not everybody who commits a bid'ah will be considered a mubtadi' (the one who commits a heresy). Some of them will be excused. This principle also applies to one who commits acts of kufr (disbelief) i.e. not everyone who commits kufr is a kafir.
These Excuses include the following:

· Someone lives in a place where there is no scholar who can establish the evidence, remove misconceptions and offer guidance. 

· Someone who is a new Muslim. That person is excused until he knows about the issues involved. 

· If there are misconceptions related to the situation, that person is excused until these are removed. 

9. It is important to differentiate between innovation that is kufr or leads to kufr, and one that isn't. Any innovation which is not kufr or does not lead to kufr is worse than a ma'siat (sin) but with regards to the Hereafter, it falls under the same category of ma'siat, i.e. the innovator may be punished or he may be forgiven and not punished. 

Reasons why a person may not be punished include:
· One's rewards outweigh his sins. 

· Trials and hardship undergone in this world. 

· Intercession of the Prophet (saw). 

· Intercession of a good Muslim. 

· Punishment in the grave.
a. There are two opinions about one who commits a bid'ah:

· Only the action committed with the bid'ah will not be accepted. 

· All deeds will not be accepted from that person, provided the person is not excused or has not repented. 

Clarification of the second opinion:  Imam Shatibi argues that you will not find someone committing an innovation in only one action, i.e. if one commits a bid'ah in the prayers, it is most likely that he will be committing bid'ah in zakat, hajj, etc.  Further, this opinion may be interpreted in three ways:

a. The statement is taken at face value, i.e. all deeds, obligatory (fard) or recommended (sunnah), will not be accepted. 

b. That the bid'ah is a basic belief that can negate all of a person's actions. For example, the Rafidah's bid'ah of rejecting the Companions' results in not accepting the hadith and claiming that the Qur'an is incomplete. 

c. The manifestation of an innovation is a sign of a person not having a sound grounding in the shari'ah, not 'respecting' the shari'ah or placing the intellect ahead of the shari'ah. 

Examples of Common Bid’a that we can correct:

Birthdays : Began with the Mithras Cult, originally from Persia and spread into Europe by the Roman Empire due to its similarity to other customs such as Saturnalia.  Most orthodox religions do not celebrate this event such as Judaism and Jehovah’s Witnesses (who do not celebrate anything founded in pagan rituality such as Halloween, Christmas or Easter).

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

The Collector: Abu Dawud Sulaiman ibn Al-Ashath al-Azdi As-Sijistani lived from 202 A.H. til 275 A.H. He spent most of his life in Iraq/Iran/Afghanistan (Khurasan, Kufa, Baghdad & Basra), as well as Egypt and Syria.  He was a student of Ahmad ibn Hanbal who praised the work Sunan Abu Dawud.  Among his students were At-Tirmdhi and An-Nisa’i. [image: image2.png]
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� He was one of the resident miskeen of the Prophet’s Mosque in Medinah and was one of the first four Muslims.  He was the one mentioned in the Qur’an as crying when he could not afford to go for jihad.  He died in 75 A.H.


� The opinion that the Prophet (saw) was referring to the first four Caliphs is supported by an-Nawawi, Ibn Rajab, ibn Abu al-Izz and ibn al-Arabi, among others


� A prominent student of Sh. Al-Albani


� By Imam Shatibi





