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Hadith #30

On the authority of Abi Tha'labah Al-Khushani Jurthum bin Nashir
, that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said:  "Verily Allah the Almighty has prescribed the obligatory deeds, so do not neglect them; He has set certain limits, so do not go beyond them; He has forbidden certain things, so do not indulge in them; and He has said nothing about certain things, as an act of mercy to you, not out of forgetfulness, so do not go enquiring into these." (Related by Ad-Daraqutni
 and others; An-Nawawi said this is a hasan (fine) hadith)

Takhreej
This hadith is actually considered Da’if by the majority of scholars due to one narrator, named Makhool, who was known for committing Tadlis.  This narrator is present in all chains of narration for this hadith.  Further, there is another person, named Asram, who was written by Imam Bukhari as a liar/abandoned. 

Prescribed the Obligatory...

Despite the grading of this hadith, numerous Fuqaha have used this hadith, along with many others, to establish the gradings of Fiqh studies such as Fard, Sunnah, Mustahab, etc.   

For example, the phrase, “Fa Laa Tuday’oohaa”” means “obey and perform these obligations; do not forsake them.”  Imam Ahmad uses this to claim that Fard is greater than Wajib.  Imam Abu Haneefah took it one step further to say that Fard is established by a definite proof, whereas Wajib is established by a probable proof.  Both Imams have held proof above level of the action which is consistent with the Qur’anic ayat:

وَمَا آتَاكُمُ الرَّسُولُ فَخُذُوهُ وَمَا نَهَاكُمْ عَنْهُ فَانتَهُوا وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ
And whatsoever the Messenger (saw) gives you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it), and fear Allah.  (Al-Hashr 59:7)
((
This word has three meanings in the Qur’an and Sunnah:

1. The word is used with out a command or prohibition associated with it.  In this context the word refers to obligations, or permissible items.

تِلْكَ حُدُودُ اللّهِ فَلاَ تَعْتَدُوهَا
· These are the limits ordained by Allah, so do not transgress them. (Al-Baqarah 2:229)
2. After mention of the word, there is a command of prohibition.  In this case, the word refers to haraam items.

تِلْكَ حُدُودُ اللّهِ فَلاَ تَقْرَبُوهَا
· These are the limits (set) by Allah, so approach them not. (Al-Baqarah 2:187)
3. In the Sunnah, this word refers to prescribed punishments for specific sins.  An example is the Prophet (saw) saying, “There is no lashing above 10 lashes except in a punishment from Allah’s prescribed punishments.”

The Forbidden...

What is actually forbidden is all the Muharaamat and these really are few number.  They are listed for us, in general:

قُلْ تَعَالَوْاْ أَتْلُ مَا حَرَّمَ رَبُّكُمْ عَلَيْكُمْ أَلاَّ تُشْرِكُواْ بِهِ شَيْئًا وَبِالْوَالِدَيْنِ إِحْسَانًا وَلاَ تَقْتُلُواْ أَوْلاَدَكُم مِّنْ إمْلاَقٍ نَّحْنُ نَرْزُقُكُمْ وَإِيَّاهُمْ وَلاَ تَقْرَبُواْ الْفَوَاحِشَ مَا ظَهَرَ مِنْهَا وَمَا بَطَنَ وَلاَ تَقْتُلُواْ النَّفْسَ الَّتِي حَرَّمَ اللّهُ إِلاَّ بِالْحَقِّ ذَلِكُمْ وَصَّاكُمْ بِهِ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَعْقِلُونَ وَلاَ تَقْرَبُواْ مَالَ الْيَتِيمِ إِلاَّ بِالَّتِي هِيَ أَحْسَنُ حَتَّى يَبْلُغَ أَشُدَّهُ وَأَوْفُواْ الْكَيْلَ وَالْمِيزَانَ بِالْقِسْطِ لاَ نُكَلِّفُ نَفْسًا إِلاَّ وُسْعَهَا وَإِذَا قُلْتُمْ فَاعْدِلُواْ وَلَوْ كَانَ ذَا قُرْبَى وَبِعَهْدِ اللّهِ أَوْفُواْ ذَلِكُمْ وَصَّاكُم بِهِ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَذَكَّرُونَ

Say: "Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you from: Join not anything in worship with Him; be good and dutiful to your parents; kill not your children because of poverty - We provide sustenance for you and for them; come not near to Al-Fawahish (shameful sins, illegal sexual intercourse, etc.) whether committed openly or secretly, and kill not anyone whom Allah has forbidden, except for a just cause (according to Islamic law). This He has commanded you that you may understand.  And come not near to the orphan's property, except to improve it, until he (or she) attains the age of full strength; and give full measure and full weight with justice. We burden not any person, but that which he can bear. And whenever you give your word (i.e. judge between men or give evidence, etc.), say the truth even if a near relative is concerned, and fulfill the Covenant of Allah. This He commands you, so that you may remember. (Al-An'am 6:151-152)
“He has said nothing about...enquiring into these”

Regarding this part of the hadith various scholars have presented three different explanations:

1. This is a general prohibition regarding things that are not covered by the Qur’an and Sunnah

2. The prohibition is specific to types of research and/or questions that do not have any benefit to the greater good.  These types of irrelevant or impractical or extremely detailed questions should be avoided.

3. The prohibition is for the layperson, not for the scholars; this is so that the laypeople do not get involved in heated debates when they have little or no knowledge.

The Prophet (saw) said, “The most criminal of the Muslims to the Muslims is a man who asks about something and it becomes haraam because of his over-questioning. (Sahih Muslim)
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� Abu Tha’labah embraced Islam just before the Expedition to Khaibar.  He lived among the Muslims in Medinah until the controversies erupted just before Uthman’s death.  At that time he moved to Syria and died in 75 A.H. while in sujood during Salat-ul-Lail.


� Ali ibn Umar Ad-Daraqutni ash-Shafi’i was born in 306 A.H. in Daraqutn, Baghdad, Iraq.  From an early age (some say 10) he became well known for his memory regarding hadith.  He pursued hadith studies and traveled to Kufah, Basrah, Wasit, Syria and Mecca.  He established himself as a scholar regarding defective hadith and wrote a book on this topic called Ad-Dhafa wa al-Matrookoon and al-Ilal al-Waridah fi Al-Ahadadeeth an-Nabawiya.  He also compiled a Sunan.  He died in 385 A.H.





