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Hadith #35


Abu Hurairah reported that the Messenger of Allah (saw
) said,  "Do not be envious of one another; do not artificially inflate prices against one another; do not hate one another; do not turn one’s back on each other; do not shun one another; and do not undercut one another in business transactions; and be as fellow-brothers, O servants of Allah.  A Muslim is the brother of a Muslim. He does not wrong him.  He does not fail him (when he needs him).  He does not lie to him or belie him.  He does not show contempt for him. Piety is here - and he pointed to his chest three times. It is evil enough for a Muslim to hold his brother Muslim in contempt. All things of a Muslim are inviolable (sacred) for another Muslim: his blood, his property and his honour." (Muslim)

(((((
Envy is defined by Ibn al-Qayim as disliking a bounty that another has received, wishing that other person would lose that bounty and that he would get it himself.  The least of envy would is to hate that a person has received this bounty in the first place.  The worst of envy would be when the envier already has an abundance of that specific bounty.  

The destructive nature of envy is unquestionable.  It is very reason that Satan was driven away from Allah – Satan was jealous and envious of Adam’s position, despite already having such a high position himself.  

قَالَ مَا مَنَعَكَ أَلاَّ تَسْجُدَ إِذْ أَمَرْتُكَ قَالَ أَنَاْ خَيْرٌ مِّنْهُ خَلَقْتَنِي مِن نَّارٍ وَخَلَقْتَهُ مِن طِينٍ

 (Allah) said: "What prevented you (O Iblis) that you did not prostrate, when I commanded you?" Iblis said: "I am better than him (Adam), You created me from fire, and him You created from clay." (Al-A'raf 7:12)
Envy is also the reason that the Jews and Christians turned away from Islam and the reason they are after Muslims to leave Islam:

وَدَّ كَثِيرٌ مِّنْ أَهْلِ الْكِتَابِ لَوْ يَرُدُّونَكُم مِّن بَعْدِ إِيمَانِكُمْ كُفَّاراً حَسَدًا مِّنْ عِندِ أَنفُسِهِم مِّن بَعْدِ مَا تَبَيَّنَ لَهُمُ الْحَقُّ فَاعْفُواْ وَاصْفَحُواْ حَتَّى يَأْتِيَ اللّهُ بِأَمْرِهِ إِنَّ اللّهَ عَلَى كُلِّ شَيْءٍ قَدِيرٌ

Many of the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) wish that if they could turn you away as disbelievers after you have believed, out of envy from their ownselves, even, after the truth has become manifest unto them. But forgive and overlook, till Allah brings His Command. Verily, Allah is Able to do all things. (Al-Baqarah 2:109)
Regarding envy, the Prophet (saw) specifically addressed the issue, saying “Creeping upon you is the disease of the people before you – envy and hatred.  And the hatred is the thing that shaves; I do not say that it shaves hair, but it shaves the religion.  By the One in whose hand is my soul, you will not enter Paradise until you believe.  And you do not believe until you love one another.  Certainly, let me inform you of that which will establish such for you – spreading the greetings of peace among yourselves.” (Ahmad, graded hasan)

From this hadith Ibn Taymiyyah explained that envy begets hatred and, together, even the ties of kith and kinship can fall prey to these deadly twins:

وَاتْلُ عَلَيْهِمْ نَبَأَ ابْنَيْ آدَمَ بِالْحَقِّ إِذْ قَرَّبَا قُرْبَانًا فَتُقُبِّلَ مِن أَحَدِهِمَا وَلَمْ يُتَقَبَّلْ مِنَ الآخَرِ قَالَ لَأَقْتُلَنَّكَ قَالَ إِنَّمَا يَتَقَبَّلُ اللّهُ مِنَ الْمُتَّقِينَلَئِن بَسَطتَ إِلَيَّ يَدَكَ لِتَقْتُلَنِي مَا أَنَاْ بِبَاسِطٍ يَدِيَ إِلَيْكَ لَأَقْتُلَكَ إِنِّي أَخَافُ اللّهَ رَبَّ الْعَالَمِينَإِنِّي أُرِيدُ أَن تَبُوءَ بِإِثْمِي وَإِثْمِكَ فَتَكُونَ مِنْ أَصْحَابِ النَّارِ وَذَلِكَ جَزَاء الظَّالِمِينَفَطَوَّعَتْ لَهُ نَفْسُهُ قَتْلَ أَخِيهِ فَقَتَلَهُ فَأَصْبَحَ مِنَ الْخَاسِرِينَ

And recite to them (the Jews) the story of the two sons of Adam [Habil (Abel) and Qabil (Cain)] in truth; when each offered a sacrifice (to Allah), it was accepted from the one but not from the other. The latter said to the former: "I will surely kill you." The former said: "Verily, Allah accepts only from those who are Al-Muttaqun.  If you do stretch your hand against me to kill me, I shall never stretch my hand against you to kill you, for I fear Allah; the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns, and all that exists)."  "Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as well as yours, then you will be one of the dwellers of the Fire, and that is the recompense of the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong​doers)." So the Nafs (self) of the other (latter one) encouraged him and made fair​seeming to him the murder of his brother; he murdered him and became one of the losers. (Al-Ma'idah 5:27-30)
إِذْ قَالُواْ لَيُوسُفُ وَأَخُوهُ أَحَبُّ إِلَى أَبِينَا مِنَّا وَنَحْنُ عُصْبَةٌ إِنَّ أَبَانَا لَفِي ضَلاَلٍ مُّبِينٍاقْتُلُواْ يُوسُفَ أَوِ اطْرَحُوهُ أَرْضًا يَخْلُ لَكُمْ وَجْهُ أَبِيكُمْ وَتَكُونُواْ مِن بَعْدِهِ قَوْمًا صَالِحِينَقَالَ قَآئِلٌ مَّنْهُمْ لاَ تَقْتُلُواْ يُوسُفَ وَأَلْقُوهُ فِي غَيَابَةِ الْجُبِّ يَلْتَقِطْهُ بَعْضُ السَّيَّارَةِ إِن كُنتُمْ فَاعِلِينَ

When they said: "Truly, Yusuf (Joseph) and his brother (Benjamin) are loved more by our father than we, but we are 'Usbah (a strong group). Really, our father is in a plain error.  "Kill Yusuf (Joseph) or cast him out to some (other) land, so that the favour of your father may be given to you alone, and after that you will be righteous folk (by intending repentance before committing the sin)." One from among them said: "Kill not Yusuf (Joseph), but if you must do something, throw him down to the bottom of a well, he will be picked up by some caravan of travelers." (Yusuf 12:8-10)
Envy is a clear sign that a disease has entered a person’s heart because it really and truly is an opposition to what Allah has decreed.  It also shows ungratefulness to Allah with what the envier has already been bestowed with.  Ibn Uthaymeen points out that this is a very serious position to be in because a person is essentially claiming to be a better decision maker than Allah!  The truth is that no human can understand the decrees of Allah.  At times some may question that someone is cheating and lying and earning something of this dunya, but who knows what that person will earn on the morrow?  Perhaps Allah is allowing that person to incur greater sin for a greater consequence in the hereafter.  In this regard Allah tells us:
وَلاَ تَتَمَنَّوْاْ مَا فَضَّلَ اللّهُ بِهِ بَعْضَكُمْ عَلَى بَعْضٍ لِّلرِّجَالِ نَصِيبٌ مِّمَّا اكْتَسَبُواْ وَلِلنِّسَاء نَصِيبٌ مِّمَّا اكْتَسَبْنَ وَاسْأَلُواْ اللّهَ مِن فَضْلِهِ إِنَّ اللّهَ كَانَ بِكُلِّ شَيْءٍ عَلِيمًا

And wish not for the things in which Allah has made some of you to excel others. For men there is reward for what they have earned, (and likewise) for women there is reward for what they have earned, and ask Allah of His Bounty. Surely, Allah is Ever All​Knower of everything. (An-Nisa 4:32)
The negativity that stems from envy is unbecoming to a Muslim.  The questioning nature of envy, regarding Allah’s decisions, is unbecoming of a Muslim.  Envy and Iman cannot reside in the same heart, as Allah’s Messenger (saw) told us, “Iman and Hasad do not gather together in the heart of a slave of Allah.” (Nisa’i) 

Ibn Uthaymeen demonstrates that a strong, yet subtle indicator of envy in one’s heart is when one doesn’t like to hear of the good things that another has accomplished.  This person remains quiet about and may even try to conceal the good that another had done.  
People of Envy

1. A person who hates so much that another has a particular blessing, that he works to wrench the blessing away.  He resorts to sinful behaviour and does whatever possible to remove the blessing away from the one whom Allah granted it to.
2. A person works to remove the blessing from the one whom Allah granted it to, and then takes the blessing for himself.

3. A person hates so much that another has received a particular blessing that he works to destroy the blessing – he doesn’t care if he gets it or not, but he makes sure that the rightful recipient is stripped of it.  The reason may be that he feels he should have gotten the blessing first.

4. A person who has envy in his heart but hates that he has this feeling.  Although he has these feelings, and cannot control them, he doesn’t act upon them.

5. A person who does not act upon his envious feelings, but sees nothing wrong with feeling this way.  This person relishes in their feelings of envy and may even dream of something evil happening to another.  According to Ibn Rajab, this person is, unquestionably, a sinner. 

6. A person who works hard against his feelings of envy – he does this by praising the other person, praying for him and tells others that this person is a good person, etc. He loves for his brother what he loves for himself and loves that Allah has bestowed upon the person whatever bounties there are.

Why Envy Should Be Removed
On three consecutive occasions the Prophet (saw) told his companions that they were about to see a man from the People of Paradise.  On all three occasions the same man appeared.  Abdullah ibn Amr decided to find out what was so special about this man.  So he came to the man and told him that his father had turned him out and that he needed lodging for three days.  The man agreed to be his host and so for three consecutive days and nights Abdullah observed this man.  He did not see the man do anything special and noticed that he did not even perform the late night prayers.  At the end of the three days Abdullah explained the whole story to this man and asked him what his secret was.  The man told him, “All that I do is what you have seen.”  Then, when Abdullah was about to walk away, the man added, “There is nothing other than what you have seen, but also I find in my soul no act of deception toward any Muslim, nor do I have envy toward anyone for the blessings that Allah has bestowed upon him.”  Abdullah replied, “This is what makes you reach Paradise.” (Ahmad, graded hasan)
How to be Free of Envy

1. Recognize that when a person has envy in their heart it will affect his relationships and that, in the end, he will lose.  He should realize how displeased Allah is with this sin and should work to purify his heart.
2. When feelings of envy occur, a person should turn to Salat and recitation of the Qur’an.

3. A person should do their best to feel good about other people’s successes and force himself to pray for that person.

4. A person should be more concerned with the blessings and bounties of the hereafter and not so much with the fleeting moments of this life.

When Envy Occurs

When a person feels he/she is the victim of envy he/she should:

1. Remove themselves from sinful acts
 

2. Put their trust in Allah.

3. Make du’a to Allah to seek protection from the envious

4. Be nice to the envier so as to remove hatred and the envy

Competition
What is not considered envy is when people compete in terms of becoming closer to Allah and/or competing for higher places in Paradise – as Allah says,
خِتَامُهُ مِسْكٌ وَفِي ذَلِكَفَلْيَتَنَافَسِ الْمُتَنَافِسُونَ

Let (all) those strive who want to strive (i.e. hasten earnestly to the obedience of Allah). (Al-Mutaffifin 83:26)
Artificial Price Raising

This concept is known as Najash or Najsh and it means to strive to invalidate something through deceit and trickery.  In this context Najash is to increase the price of the item without wanting it for oneself.  

Specifically, there is a buyer and a seller and a third “Najashi” person.  The Najashi interferes in the transaction between the buyer and seller.  In one case he bids against the buyer to artificially raise the price of an item beyond its worth and so the buyer gets ripped off.  In the other case he bids down the price of an item in order to harm or rip off the seller.

In terms of this action, Najash is considered sinful by all scholars.  Is the business transaction, should it still occur, considered valid?   According to Hanafi, Maliki and Shafi’i fiqh, the transaction is still valid, while Hanbali fiqh says if the increase/decrease is beyond 1/3 the original cost, then the transaction is null and void.
Ibn Uthaymeen points out that bidding up or down the price of an item is fine, so long as the person is actually trying to purchase the item.  If, however, he is acting as a huckster or a shyster employing tools of chicanery and shenanigans, and has no intention of purchasing the item, then this is the sin.  This is important because the Prophet (saw) was implying that Najash is cheating, deceiving and involves plotting against one another – this applies to transactions among Muslims and non-Muslims.

Hatred

It is unlawful (haraam) for Muslims to hate or harbour hatred for each other – for any reason.  Allah has revealed:
وَاعْتَصِمُواْ بِحَبْلِ اللّهِ جَمِيعًا وَلاَ تَفَرَّقُواْ وَاذْكُرُواْ نِعْمَتَ اللّهِ عَلَيْكُمْ إِذْ كُنتُمْ أَعْدَاء فَأَلَّفَ بَيْنَ قُلُوبِكُمْ فَأَصْبَحْتُم بِنِعْمَتِهِ إِخْوَانًا وَكُنتُمْ عَلَىَ شَفَا حُفْرَةٍ مِّنَ النَّارِ فَأَنقَذَكُم مِّنْهَا كَذَلِكَ يُبَيِّنُ اللّهُ لَكُمْ آيَاتِهِ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَهْتَدُونَ

And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah and be not divided among yourselves, and remember Allah's Favour on you, for you were enemies one to another but He joined your hearts together, so that, by His Grace, you became brethren (in Islamic Faith), and you were on the brink of a pit of Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus Allah makes His Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.,) clear to you, that you may be guided. (Aali Imran 3:103)
وَأَلَّفَ بَيْنَ قُلُوبِهِمْ لَوْ أَنفَقْتَ مَا فِي الأَرْضِ جَمِيعاً مَّا أَلَّفَتْ بَيْنَ قُلُوبِهِمْ وَلَـكِنَّ اللّهَ أَلَّفَ بَيْنَهُمْ إِنَّهُ عَزِيزٌ حَكِيمٌ

And He has united their (i.e. believers') hearts. If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not have united their hearts, but Allah has united them. Certainly He is All-Mighty, All-Wise. (Al-Anfal 8:63)
Thus it is clear that part and parcel of accepting Islam is to love all Muslims, despite whatever shortcomings we all share.  The only one who benefits from hatred is our enemy who works to cause enmity between us:

إِنَّمَا يُرِيدُ الشَّيْطَانُ أَن يُوقِعَ بَيْنَكُمُ الْعَدَاوَةَ وَالْبَغْضَاء فِي الْخَمْرِ وَالْمَيْسِرِ وَيَصُدَّكُمْ عَن ذِكْرِ اللّهِ وَعَنِ الصَّلاَةِ فَهَلْ أَنتُم مُّنتَهُونَ

Shaitan (Satan) wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants and gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah and from As-Salat (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain? (Al-Ma'idah 5:91)
Is hatred ever permissible?  We do not base love and hate on our opinions, but rather we based them upon the decree of Allah – the Messenger of Allah told us, “The one who loves for the sake of Allah, hates for the sake of Allah, gives for the sake of Allah and withholds for the sake of Allah has completed the faith.” (Abu Dawood)
What this means is that when we see a person committing an evil act, it is the act we hate – not the person.  Thus, our love for each other remains intact.  One may ask, how can a person love and hate at the same time?  Ask yourself – are there times you are unhappy with something you have done?  Does this mean you hate yourself or that you hate something you have done?  Ibn Uthaymeen gave a clear example – when a person takes medicine the taste is often hateful, but the medicine will eventually work and so it is actually loved.

Umar ibn Al-Khattab said, “Whoever of you shows us good deeds, we will suspect that he is good and will love him for that.  And whoever of you shows us evil deeds, we will expect that he is evil and we will hate him for that.  Your secret aspects are between you and your Lord.” (Ahmad, graded hasan)

The Prophet (saw) said, “A believing man should not hate a believing woman.  If he dislikes one characteristic in her, he is pleased with another.” (Muslim)  Derived from this hadith is a general principle (Qa’idah) that it is not appropriate that a believer totally hates another believer.  So if some hatred occurs in his heart then let him look at his brother as to what he has of goodness, faith, and obedience and magnify that and so his hatred may change a little bit.  Let him not hate a complete hatred or hate to point that there is a break in the relationship.

Turning Away

From Ibn Rajab’s explanation we understand this to mean boycotting and/or cutting off relations.  In another version of this same hadith, it is translated as “Do not cut of relations.” 

As mentioned above, only our enemy benefits when Muslims cut off ties from each other.  The Prophet (saw) said, “It is not allowed for a man to boycott his brother for more than three nights, when they meet this one turns away and the other turns away.  The best of them is the one who is the first to offer the greetings.” (Muslim)  Further, he (saw) said, “The one who boycotts his brother for a year is like one who has spilt his brother’s blood.” (Ahmad)  
Imam Malik points out that the relationship must go back to the same terms as before the boycott – a simple, “Salaam” won’t fix the relationship.

The only time boycotting is permissible is as a punishment, when a person has committed a grievous error and has acted in contradiction to the Shar’iyah.  A clear example is when Kaab ibn Malik and two other sahabi did not participate in the Battle of Tabook, which was taken as a sign of hypocrisy.  They were shunned for months – not even their greetings were replied to.  Eventually, Allah accepted their repentance and cleared them with revelation.  Ibn Taymiyyah uses this example to say that boycotting is permissible with Muslims who engage in lewd actions that openly transgress the Shar’iyah and degenerate the society.  

And do not undercut...

Economic well-being is extremely important for survival in this world.  It is also the leading cause of disputes among human beings, nations, siblings, friends and husbands and wives.  As such, it is imperative that human beings do not work to undermine each other or undercut each other in business dealings, which, in most cases, only amounts to a few, insignificant dollars.  Further, the vast majority of scholars clearly state that this applies to Muslims as well as non-Muslim.

The Prophet (saw) forbade the city dweller from selling on behalf of a Bedouin.  And there is to be no Najash.  One also should not under cut others in business transactions.  A man should not make a proposal against the proposal of his brother
.  A woman should not ask that her sister be divorced in order to take her place. (Bukhari)
What does undercutting mean?  It means that once a transaction has already occurred between two people, it is not permissible to go to the buyer and offer a discounted price of the same item.  This would cause the buyer to return the item to the original seller and then purchase it again from the second seller.  This would result in sour relations between both sellers and degenerate the ummah.  Also, if a buyer and seller have settled on a price and a third person interferes by offering a higher price and then the seller voids the transaction with the initial buyer; again, this would lead to sour relations and cause further disputes.  
The concept presented here showcases the morality and strong ethics required to do business in the Islamic culture.  Cheating in business is not taken lightly!  Once the Prophet (saw) was in the marketplace and put his hand on a pile of grain.  He found it was wet and inquired.  The seller said it was due to rain.  The Prophet (saw) replied, “Why did you not put it on tip of  the grain so people could see it?  Whoever deceives is not from me.” (Muslim)

The Prophet (saw) also said, “A Muslim is a brother to another Muslim.  It is not permissible for a Muslim to sell something defective to this brother without making that defect clear to him.” (Ibn Majah, Ahmad, Hakim)  Further, he (saw) said, “They buyer and seller have the right of option as long as they do not part from one another.  If they were honest and clear, they would be blessed in their transaction.  If they concealed facts and lied, the blessings of their transaction would be destroyed.” (Bukhari)

Be Brethren

إِنَّمَا الْمُؤْمِنُونَ إِخْوَةٌ فَأَصْلِحُوا بَيْنَ أَخَوَيْكُمْ وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ لَعَلَّكُمْ تُرْحَمُونَ

The believers are nothing else than brothers. So make reconciliation between your brothers, and fear Allah, that you may receive mercy. (Al-Hujurat 49:10)
The brotherhood of Islam is comprised of slaves of Allah – all of them striving in worship to seek the pleasure of Allah through acts of piety.  In this mission there is no room for misgivings or envy or hatred or working against each other.  

The Prophet (saw) went on to mention characteristics of the brother but begins by mentioning again “A Muslim is the brother of a Muslim.”  This is significant because there are obvious characteristics of this relationship; if two people are brothers then they will automatically overlook non-consequential differences such as colour of skin, specific likes and dislikes, nationality, school of fiqh, masjid preference, etc.  Then, from this basic premise, the Prophet (saw) elaborates;

He does not wrong him

This concept of Dhulm was dealt with in our discussion on Hadith 24.  As a reminder, the Prophet (saw) said, “Whoever has oppressed his brother in wealth or honour, let him solve it today before a day which has no dirham nor dinar.” (Bukhari)

And, "O My servants, I have forbidden oppression for Myself and have made it forbidden amongst you, so do not oppress one another.” (Muslim)

He does not fail him...
The duty of brothers and sisters is to help each other in times of need.  Especially when Muslims are living as a minority in non-Muslim lands, there is no room for being selfish.  Selfish behaviour is what destroys friendships and relationships.  The Muslim is the one who is selfless, seeking recompense with Allah and Allah alone.  
The Prophet (saw) ordered us, “Help your brother, whether he is the one doing wrong or the one being wronged.”  The companions asked, “O Messenger of Allah (saw), we know how to help him if he is being wronged, but how do we help him if he is the one doing the wrong?”  He (saw) answered, “Take him by his hand.” (Bukhari)

Further, Allah commanded us:

أَن تَعْتَدُواْ وَتَعَاوَنُواْ عَلَى الْبرِّ وَالتَّقْوَى وَلاَ تَعَاوَنُواْ عَلَى الإِثْمِ وَالْعُدْوَانِ وَاتَّقُواْ اللّهَ إِنَّ اللّهَ شَدِيدُ الْعِقَابِ

Help you one another in Al​Birr and At​Taqwa (virtue, righteousness and piety); but do not help one another in sin and transgression. And fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Severe in punishment. (Al-Ma'idah 5:2)
When a Muslim needs help, the community is responsible to help with their wealth and their ownselves as Allah clearly tells us:

وَمَا لَكُمْ لاَ تُقَاتِلُونَ فِي سَبِيلِ اللّهِ وَالْمُسْتَضْعَفِينَ مِنَ الرِّجَالِ وَالنِّسَاء وَالْوِلْدَانِ الَّذِينَ يَقُولُونَ رَبَّنَا أَخْرِجْنَا مِنْ هَـذِهِ الْقَرْيَةِ الظَّالِمِ أَهْلُهَا وَاجْعَل لَّنَا مِن لَّدُنكَ وَلِيًّا وَاجْعَل لَّنَا مِن لَّدُنكَ نَصِيرًا

And what is wrong with you that you fight not in the Cause of Allah, and for those weak, ill​treated and oppressed among men, women, and children, whose cry is: "Our Lord! Rescue us from this town whose people are oppressors; and raise for us from You one who will protect, and raise for us from You one who will help." (An-Nisa 4:75)
It is, thus, an absolute obligation for Muslims to help each other by whatever means possible.  We can learn a lesson in selflessness from how the Ansar helped the Muhajireen:

وَالَّذِينَ تَبَوَّؤُوا الدَّارَ وَالْإِيمَانَ مِن قَبْلِهِمْ يُحِبُّونَ مَنْ هَاجَرَ إِلَيْهِمْ وَلَا يَجِدُونَ فِي صُدُورِهِمْ حَاجَةً مِّمَّا أُوتُوا وَيُؤْثِرُونَ عَلَى أَنفُسِهِمْ وَلَوْ كَانَ بِهِمْ خَصَاصَةٌ وَمَن يُوقَ شُحَّ نَفْسِهِ فَأُوْلَئِكَ هُمُ الْمُفْلِحُونَ

And those who, before them, had homes (in Al-Madinah) and had adopted the Faith, love those who emigrate to them, and have no jealousy in their breasts for that which they have been given (from the booty of Bani An-Nadir), and give them (emigrants) preference over themselves, even though they were in need of that. And whosoever is saved from his own covetousness, such are they who will be the successful. (Al-Hashr 59:9)
What if we don’t help?  The Prophet (saw) said, “No person forsakes a Muslim when his rights are being violated or his honour is being belittled except that Allah will forsake him at a place in which he would love to have His help.  And no person helps a Muslim at a time when his honour is being belittled or his rights are being violated except that Allah will help him at a place in which he loves to have His help.” (Abu Dawood & Ahmad, graded hasan)

What if we do help?  “Whoever defends the flesh of his brother in his absence has a right upon Allah to rescue him from the Fire.” (Ahmad)  Further, “No Muslim servant of Allah prays for his brother behind his back except that an angel says, ‘and for you the same.’” (Muslim)

He does not lie, nor does he belie
Firstly, it is impermissible to lie in the first place; it is considered a Major Sin about which the Prophet (saw) said, “A believer can have any trait except for treachery and lying.” (Ahmad)  

إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَا يَهْدِي مَنْ هُوَ مُسْرِفٌ كَذَّابٌ

Verily, Allah guides not one who is a Musrif (oppressor, transgressor), a liar! (Ghafir 40:28)." 

Secondly, part and parcel of being friends and brothers is having trust between each other.  It is inappropriate for brothers and/or friends to question each other’s truthfulness.  They should approach each other with a clear and clean heart and should not feel the threat of being misled.  

Does not show contempt...

The Prophet (saw) said, “One who has an atom’s weight of pride in his heart will not enter Paradise.”  A person said, “But a man loves that his clothes are nice and his shoes are nice.”  He (saw) replied, “Verily, Allah is beautiful and He loves beauty
.  Pride is rejecting the truth and showing disdain for the people.” (Muslim)
Thus, in order to preserve the brotherhood, it is inappropriate for the Muslim to think he is better then another person – regardless of the situation.  For it does not matter what a person thinks he/she has or what he/she is capable of – what Allah wants is our Piety and this is something known only to Allah.  This is why the Prophet (saw) goes on to say:  “Piety is here” – pointing at his chest, three times.  Regarding this, Allah has revealed,

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا يَسْخَرْ قَومٌ مِّن قَوْمٍ عَسَى أَن يَكُونُوا خَيْرًا مِّنْهُمْ وَلَا نِسَاء مِّن نِّسَاء عَسَى أَن يَكُنَّ خَيْرًا مِّنْهُنَّ وَلَا تَلْمِزُوا أَنفُسَكُمْ وَلَا تَنَابَزُوا بِالْأَلْقَابِ بِئْسَ الاِسْمُ الْفُسُوقُ بَعْدَ الْإِيمَانِ وَمَن لَّمْ يَتُبْ فَأُوْلَئِكَ هُمُ الظَّالِمُونَ

O you who believe! Let not a group scoff at another group, it may be that the latter are better than the former; nor let (some) women scoff at other women, it may be that the latter are better than the former, nor defame one another, nor insult one another by nicknames. How bad is it, to insult one's brother after having Faith.  And whosoever does not repent, then such are indeed Zalimun (wrong-doers, etc.). (Al-Hujurat 49:11)
The Prophet (saw) said, “Verily, Allah does not look at your bodies or your shapes.  But He looks at your hearts.” And he (saw) then pointed to this chest. (Muslim)

It is enough evil...
Imam an-Nawawi states in his Sharh, that it is not proper that a Muslim should ever belittle or look down upon anyone else.  He should never think he is better than anyone else.  When he sees young Muslims he should think to himself that they are better because they have done less sinning then him (due to their age).  When he sees older Muslims he should think to himself that they are better because they have been in Islam for a longer time.  Even if he sees a non-Muslim he should think to himself that Allah may guide that non-Muslim whereas he might go astray.

All of a Muslim is...
It is the duty of the Muslim to ensure, absolutely, that he/she is not harming another Muslim.  Rather, the Muslim must feel secure with another Muslim in that his/her rights will not be violated, nor will he/she be treated with disrespect or indignity.  For example, the Muslim should question if he will harm another Muslim when he leaves his shoes at the front door of the masjid, when he should actually be placing them on the shoe shelf.  The same for when the Muslim parks his car in such a way to block all the other cars.  The same for when the Muslim allows his child outside after sunset to cause a ruckus in the streets.  The same for the Muslim commits an act of terrorism.  The Prophet (saw) said, in speech on the Day of Sacrifice, “O people, what day is this?”  They answered, “The sacred (inviolable) day.” Then he (saw) asked, “What land is this?”  They replied, “The sacred land.” He (saw) asked, “What month is this?” They said, “The sacred month.” He (saw) then said, “Verily, your blood, wealth and honour area inviolable for you as the sacredness of this day of yours in this land of yours in this month of yours.”  He repeated this a number of time and then raised his head and said, “O Allah, have I conveyed the message?  O Allah, have I conveyed the message?” (Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “You will find the believers, with respect to their mutual mercy, love and compassion for one another, like one body – if one portion of the body is ailing, the rest of the body suffers from sleeplessness and fever.” (Bukhari and Muslim)  He (saw) also said, “A believer with respect to another believer is like a building – one part strengthens the other. (Bukhari and Muslim)

It is essential that Muslims consider each other’s blood, honour and wealth as their own – they must strive to protect each other.  It should be inconceivable to a Muslim to even think of harming the life another who also worships Allah.  The Prophet (saw) stated the following:
· Abusing a Muslim is disobedience and fighting him is kufr. (Muslim)
· The perishing of this world is lighter in Allah’s sight than the killing of a Muslim man. (Ahmad, graded hasan)

· For whoever kills a believer and he is doing wrong in killing him, Allah will neither accept obligatory deeds or voluntary deeds from him. (Abu Dawood)

Regarding the wealth of the Muslim, it should be protected and not harmed by another Muslim.  Even when borrowing an item, the Muslim should take care of it as if it were his own so as not to infringe upon the rights of his brother/sister.  Further, nothing should be taken or ‘borrowed’ without explicit consent.  The Prophet (saw) said, “The wealth of a Muslim is not permissibale except by the pleasure of his soul.” (Al-Baihaqi)  As well, Allah revealed:

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ لاَ تَأْكُلُواْ أَمْوَالَكُمْ بَيْنَكُمْ بِالْبَاطِلِ إِلاَّ أَن تَكُونَ تِجَارَةً عَن تَرَاضٍ مِّنكُمْ وَلاَ تَقْتُلُواْ أَنفُسَكُمْ إِنَّ اللّهَ كَانَ بِكُمْ رَحِيمًا

O you who believe! Eat not up your property among yourselves unjustly except it be a trade amongst you, by mutual consent. And do not kill yourselves (nor kill one another). Surely, Allah is Most Merciful to you. (An-Nisa 4:29)

Finally, the honour of a Muslim should always be upheld; the Muslim should be free from the tongue of his brother/sister.  Allah has revealed the following for our consideration:
وَالَّذِينَ يَرْمُونَ الْمُحْصَنَاتِ ثُمَّ لَمْ يَأْتُوا بِأَرْبَعَةِ شُهَدَاء فَاجْلِدُوهُمْ ثَمَانِينَ جَلْدَةً وَلَا تَقْبَلُوا لَهُمْ شَهَادَةً أَبَدًا وَأُوْلَئِكَ هُمُ الْفَاسِقُونَ

And those who accuse chaste women, and produce not four witnesses, flog them with eighty stripes, and reject their testimony forever, they indeed are the Fasiqun (liars, rebellious, disobedient to Allah). (An-Nur 24:4)
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا اجْتَنِبُوا كَثِيراً مِّنَ الظَّنِّ إِنَّ بَعْضَ الظَّنِّ إِثْمٌ وَلَا تَجَسَّسُوا وَلَا يَغْتَب بَّعْضُكُم بَعْضًا أَيُحِبُّ أَحَدُكُمْ أَن يَأْكُلَ لَحْمَ أَخِيهِ مَيْتًا فَكَرِهْتُمُوهُ وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ إِنَّ اللَّهَ تَوَّابٌ رَّحِيمٌ

O you who believe! Avoid much suspicions, indeed some suspicions are sins. And spy not, neither backbite one another. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? You would hate it (so hate backbiting). And fear Allah. Verily, Allah is the One Who accepts repentance, Most Merciful. (Al-Hujurat 49:12)
In conclusion Abdul Malik al-Qasim mentions the Kufr has four roots: Pride & Arrogance (Kibr), Envy (Hasad), Hatred (Baghdhaa) and Desires (Shahwah).  Kibr keeps one from submitting to the truth, even if the person recognizes the truth.  Hasad keeps one from accepting advice and guidance from others because the person does not want to accept the fact that others might have something or some knowledge that he does not.  And hatred keeps one from being just and following the truth, wherever it may be.
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� Sal’Allahu Alayhee Wa Salaam – May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him


� This hadith has been collected by Ibn Majah, Bukhari and Ahmad.  It has been narrated by fifteen other people including Abu Bakr and Anas.


� And whatever of misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your hands have earned. And He pardons much. (Ash-Shura 42:30)


� Auctions are permissible and do not fall into this category


� This means that once a sister has accepted the proposal of a brother, it is impermissible to propose to her.  The Maliki ruling on this is quite strict where, if the sister takes the second proposal and marries then Imam Malik says the marriage should be null and void (only if consummation has not occurred) and she should be remarried to the original proposing brother.


� So dressing nice is NOT pride





