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Hadith 37

Ibn Abbas  reported that the Messenger of Allah (saw) related from his Lord (glorified and exalted be He): "Verily Allah has recorded the good deeds and the evil deeds." Then he clarified that: "Whosoever intends to do a good deed but does not do it, Allah records it with Himself as a complete good deed; but if he intends it and does it, Allah records it with Himself as ten good deeds, up to seven hundred times, or more than that. But if he intends to do an evil deed and does not do it, Allah records it with Himself as a complete good deed; but if he intends it and does it, Allah records it down as one single evil deed." (Bukhari & Muslim)

"So look! My brother, may Allah help us, and take note of how great is the kindness of Allah - may He be exalted! Reflect on this, how that His saying "with Himself" points to His great care with regard to it, and His saying "complete" is for emphasis, not to point to the intensity of His care with regard to it. With regard to the evil deed which one intended but then abandoned, He says: "Allah records it with Himself as a complete good deed", emphasising this by the word "complete" (kamilah); whereas if he performs it, He records it down as "one evil deed", where by the word "one" He emphasises its being made little of, since He does not emphasise it here by the word "complete". So to Allah be praise and grace. Glory be to Him! Our praises to Him we cannot count. With Allah is success."

Hadith Qudsi?
The wording of this hadith is quite strange in that Hadith Qudsi is not normally stated in this manner – meaning it is missing “Allah said.”  However, this Qaa’idah has also been established by Allah in al-Qur’an:

مَن جَاء بِالْحَسَنَةِ فَلَهُ عَشْرُ أَمْثَالِهَا وَمَن جَاء بِالسَّيِّئَةِ فَلاَ يُجْزَى إِلاَّ مِثْلَهَا وَهُمْ لاَ يُظْلَمُونَ

Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like thereof to his credit, and whoever brings an evil deed shall have only the recompense of the like thereof, and they will not be wronged. (Al-An'am 6:160)

The same sentiment is mentioned in the following ayat: 2:245, 2:261 and 4:40.

Exceptions to the Principle

There are two limitations to this Qaa’idah in terms of time and place:

1. It is intimated in the following ayat that the time of Hajj is sacred and so the weight of sinful deeds and good deeds is greater:

The Hajj (pilgrimage) is (in) the well-known (lunar year) months. So whosoever intends to perform Hajj therein, then he should not have sexual relations (with their spouse), nor commit sin, nor dispute unjustly during the Hajj. And whatever good you do, (be sure) Allah knows it. And take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the best provision is At-Taqwa So fear Me, O men of understanding! (Al-Baqarah 2:197)

2. In terms of place, it is clear from the following ayat that deeds performed within the boundaries of Makkah also carry greater weight:
Verily! Those who disbelieve and hinder (people) from the Path of Allah, and from Al-Masjid-al-Haram (at Makkah) which We have made (open) to (all) people, the dweller in it and the visitor from the country are equal there. And whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong, him We shall cause to taste a painful torment. (Al-Hajj 22:25)

Allah Records It?
This may cause some confusion because we know that there are Angels who are assigned to write down our daily deeds.  Sh. Uthaimeen clarifies that there are two recordings – the first is in the Preserved Tablet as Allah states

And all things We have recorded in a Book. (An-Naba 78:29)

And the second recording is when the angels write down their observances:

Not a word does he (or she) utter, but there is a watcher by him ready (to record it). (Qaf 50:18)

Whoever ‘Decided’
This word ‘Decided’ or (( needs to be broken down into subcategories of decision making:

· (((( - Haajis refers to a fleeting thought a person has
· (((( - Khaatir refers to a thought that just occurs and some contemplation is given; once a person forgets about it, there is not sin on him/her.
· ((((((((( Hadith anfus refers to “the speech of a person to himself” and this is the level in which a person gives serious contemplation before committing or refraining from an action
The Thought Police

Are we responsible for what we think about?  Yes, we are – however, the Mercy of Allah absolves us of any punishment that could be linked to our thoughts.  The situation unfolds as follows:

The following ayat was first revealed:

لِّلَّهِ ما فِي السَّمَاواتِ وَمَا فِي الأَرْضِ وَإِن تُبْدُواْ مَا فِي أَنفُسِكُمْ أَوْ تُخْفُوهُ يُحَاسِبْكُم بِهِ اللّهُ فَيَغْفِرُ لِمَن يَشَاء وَيُعَذِّبُ مَن يَشَاء وَاللّهُ عَلَى كُلِّ شَيْءٍ قَدِيرٌ

To Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth, and whether you disclose what is in your ownselves or conceal it, Allah will call you to account for it. Then He forgives whom He wills and punishes whom He wills. And Allah is Able to do all things. (Al-Baqarah 2:284)

Upon this revelation the companions became quite worried and so they came to the Messenger of Allah (saw), sat down on their knees and said, “O Messenger of Allah, we have been obligated some duties that we were within our power to perform such as prayer, fasting, jihad and charity.  Then this verse was revealed to you and it is beyond our power to live up to it.”  The Messenger of Allah (saw) asked, “Do you intend to say what the people of the book said before you, “We hear and disobey?”  Instead you should say, “We hear and we obey and we seek your forgiveness our Lord, unto you is the return.””  The companion immediately repeated this and then the following verse was revealed:

آمَنَ الرَّسُولُ بِمَا أُنزِلَ إِلَيْهِ مِن رَّبِّهِ وَالْمُؤْمِنُونَ كُلٌّ آمَنَ بِاللّهِ وَمَلآئِكَتِهِ وَكُتُبِهِ وَرُسُلِهِ لاَ نُفَرِّقُ بَيْنَ أَحَدٍ مِّن رُّسُلِهِ وَقَالُواْ سَمِعْنَا وَأَطَعْنَا غُفْرَانَكَ رَبَّنَا وَإِلَيْكَ الْمَصِيرُ

The Messenger believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord, and (so do) the believers. Each one believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books, and His Messengers. They say, "We make no distinction between one another of His Messengers" - and they say, "We hear, and we obey. (We seek) Your Forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the return (of all)." (Al-Baqarah 2:285)

لاَ يُكَلِّفُ اللّهُ نَفْسًا إِلاَّ وُسْعَهَا لَهَا مَا كَسَبَتْ وَعَلَيْهَا مَا اكْتَسَبَتْ رَبَّنَا لاَ تُؤَاخِذْنَا إِن نَّسِينَا أَوْ أَخْطَأْنَا رَبَّنَا وَلاَ تَحْمِلْ عَلَيْنَا إِصْرًا كَمَا حَمَلْتَهُ عَلَى الَّذِينَ مِن قَبْلِنَا رَبَّنَا وَلاَ تُحَمِّلْنَا مَا لاَ طَاقَةَ لَنَا بِهِ وَاعْفُ عَنَّا وَاغْفِرْ لَنَا وَارْحَمْنَا أَنتَ مَوْلاَنَا فَانصُرْنَا عَلَى الْقَوْمِ الْكَافِرِينَ

Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope. He gets reward for that (good) which he has earned, and he is punished for that (evil) which he has earned. "Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or fall into error, our Lord! Lay not on us a burden like that which You did lay on those before us (Jews and Christians); our Lord! Put not on us a burden greater than we have strength to bear. Pardon us and grant us Forgiveness. Have mercy on us. You are our Maula (Patron, Suppor-ter) and give us victory over the disbelieving people." (Al-Baqarah 2:286)
The above narration is recorded in Sahih Muslim and indicates that a person is granted Forgiveness for our thoughts as long as we do not act upon them.  Having said this, it is inappropriate for a person to contemplate evil just for the sake of contemplating evil for even though he/she thinks he/she will not act upon it, the whispers of Shaytan will only grow louder and such an invitation should be unwelcoming and unsettling to the Muslim.  
وَإِمَّا يَنزَغَنَّكَ مِنَ الشَّيْطَانِ نَزْغٌ فَاسْتَعِذْ بِاللّهِ إِنَّهُ سَمِيعٌ عَلِيمٌ

And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaytan (Satan) then seek refuge with Allah. Verily, He is All-Hearer, All-Knower. (Al-A'raf 7:200)
Commitment
The word“((” refers to “endeavoring to carry out an action” and part of this is (((((, which is the determination to actually carry out the intention.  These two concepts are consistently linked and so (( is just short of a person’s resolution to carry out a deed and there is accountability, then, linked to this.  
4 Types of Deeds


The first type is simply the strong intention to perform an act.  It must be noted that an intention cannot release a person from performing obligatory duties.  Why, however, is there only a single reward granted and not more?  Allah says,
Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home), except those who are disabled (by injury or are blind or lame, etc.), and those who strive hard and fight in the Cause of Allah with their wealth and their lives. Allah has preferred in grades those who strive hard and fight with their wealth and their lives above those who sit (at home). Unto each, Allah has promised good (Paradise), but Allah has preferred those who strive hard and fight, above those who sit (at home) by a huge reward; (An-Nisa 4:95)
Thus, the second type includes the intention as well as the accompanying action and here Allah promises a reward of 10 to 700 times as is mentioned in the following ayat:

مَن جَاء بِالْحَسَنَةِ فَلَهُ عَشْرُ أَمْثَالِهَا وَمَن جَاء بِالسَّيِّئَةِ فَلاَ يُجْزَى إِلاَّ مِثْلَهَا وَهُمْ لاَ يُظْلَمُونَ

Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like thereof to his credit, and whoever brings an evil deed shall have only the recompense of the like thereof, and they will not be wronged. (Al-An'am 6:160)

مَّثَلُ الَّذِينَ يُنفِقُونَ أَمْوَالَهُمْ فِي سَبِيلِ اللّهِ كَمَثَلِ حَبَّةٍ أَنبَتَتْ سَبْعَ سَنَابِلَ فِي كُلِّ سُنبُلَةٍ مِّئَةُ حَبَّةٍ وَاللّهُ يُضَاعِفُ لِمَن يَشَاء وَاللّهُ وَاسِعٌ عَلِيمٌ

The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the Way of Allah, is as the likeness of a grain (of corn); it grows seven ears, and each ear has a hundred grains. Allah gives manifold increase to whom He pleases. And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-Knower. (Al-Baqarah 2:261)

Exceptions to the limitation of 700 also exist as Allah’s Messenger indicated, “Every good deed that a person performs is multiplied ten times up to seven hundred and Allah has said, “Except for the fast for it is done for My sake and I shall reward it [even more]. The person leaves his/her desires and food for My sake.”” (Bukhari and Muslim) Also, regarding Patience as Allah revealed:

إِنَّمَا يُوَفَّى الصَّابِرُونَ أَجْرَهُم بِغَيْرِ حِسَابٍ
Only those who are patient shall receive their rewards in full, without reckoning." (Az-Zumar 39:10)

The THIRD type is the intention to commit evil which is not followed up on and this is followed up by this ayat:
وَأَمَّا مَنْخَافَ مَقَامَ رَبِّهِ وَنَهَى النَّفْسَ عَنِ الْهَوَى فَإِنَّ الْجَنَّةَهِيَ الْمَأْوَى

But as for him who feared standing before his Lord, and restrained himself from impure evil desires, and lusts. Verily, Paradise will be his abode. (An-Nazi'at 79:40-41)

However, this situation has many qualifying factors which must be taken into consideration and have been outlined by Ibn Rajab:

· The one who decides or just has the intention to do the evil act but then he refrains from doing it because of his fear of the people or does not like to be blamed by them. Ibn Rajab says that some scholars say this person will be punished.

· The person decides to do the evil act but was not able to perform it because of external factors (qadar). For example, a person decides to break into a house to steal, but he does not succeed and runs away because a police car is driving around the area. Some scholars say that he will be punished though he did not steal.

· Someone who decides and has the intention to do the evil act, makes the effort but is not able to perform it because of his lack of strength or capabilities. Scholars say this person will be punished. For instance, if two Muslims fight each other with the intention of killing each other, as stated in the well-known hadith, both the killer and the one who has been killed will be in the Hellfire. The Companions asked: "O Messenger of Allah, this is the killer - what about the poor person who has been killed?" The Prophet (saw) said he had the intention to kill his friend or brother but was not able to because he was killed himself. (Bukhari and Muslim)

· Someone has the intention to do an evil act and talks to others about it but does not do it. Some scholars say that he will be punished just because of his bad intention. Other scholars say he will not be punished unless the sin itself is the impermissible kind of speech like slander, backbiting or lying. 

· Someone who has the intention to do an evil act but later on changes his mind because his eagerness to do the evil act has weakened and decreased. 

One may ask whether this person is subject to punishment or not. Ibn Rajab says this situation can be classified into two categories:

· The intention to commit the sin was just a thought - it has not been placed or committed in the person's heart - and he dislikes or regrets the thought straightaway. Ibn Rajab says this person will be excused. For instance, if a person sees cool water during the hot month of Ramadan and he simply has a thought of drinking but then refrains himself. This person will be forgiven because the place of the sin is not in his heart.

· The evil thought has been placed in the heart and the person keeps thinking about it. Scholars say that this can be classified into two categories:

· The action of the heart involves doubts about Allah's Oneness, the Prophethood or the Day of Resurrection. Scholars say this person will be punished. Ibn Rajab also says that there are other sins which are related to the heart such as loving what Allah hates or hating what Allah loves, arrogance, envy, and suspicions for no valid reason. All these are punishable. 

· The actions of the limbs such as adultery, stealing, drinking wine, killing etc. Ibn Rajab says in this category, if the person persists on doing such an act and has the eagerness and willingness, he will be punished. There is another view that says he will be excused because he has not actually done it. The third view is the same as the second view in that he is excused, but with one exception and that is if it is done in the al-Haram Mosque in Makkah. 

· Someone committed a sin once and then has the intention of repeating it whenever possible. That is this person is persisting on disobedience and is subject to punishment because of his bad intention even if he does it years later. 

The FOURTH and final deed is acting upon an evil intention and, as was mentioned in 6:160, only one evil deed is recorded against that person.  However, even thought the recorded sin is not multiplied its weight may vary depending on the severity of the crime in terms of time or place, as was mentioned above.  In this regard, Abdullah ibn Masood said, “Woe to the one who single act of evil outweigh his ten time multiple of a good deed.” (Ibn Rajab) For example:
· The sin committed during the sacred months: Verily, the number of months with Allah is twelve months (in a year), so was it ordained by Allah on the Day when He created the heavens and the earth; of them four are Sacred, (i.e. the 1st, the 7th, the 11th and the 12th months of the Islamic calendar). That is the right religion, so wrong not yourselves therein. (At-Tawbah 9:36)
· The sin committed in a place of sanctity such as Makkah to which Allah refers in the following ayat: And whoever inclines to evil actions therein or to do wrong, him We shall cause to taste a painful torment. (Al-Hajj 22:25)
· The sin committed by a person in authority who is followed as a role model: And had We not made you stand firm, you would nearly have inclined to them a little.  In that case, We would have made you taste a double portion (of punishment) in this life and a double portion (of punishment) after death. And then you would have found none to help you against Us. (Al-Isra 17:75)
· This also applies to anyone related to a person in authority who may hold some rank of his/her own – as such, the wives of the Prophet (saw) were similarly warned: O wives of the Prophet! Whoever of you commits an open illegal sexual intercourse, the torment for her will be doubled, and that is ever easy for Allah. (Al-Ahzab 33:30)
· The sin committed by a person who then belittles his sinning:  Abdullah ibn Masood said, “A believer sees his sins as if he is at the foot of a mountain and he fears that they will fall upon him.  The evildoer views his sin like a fly that lands on his nose the he just swats at.” (Bukhari)

· The sin committed by a person who had no real driving cause to do so:  The Prophet (saw) said, “There are three types of people whom Allah will not have good words to say to, whom Allah will not cleanse of their sins and at whom Allah will not look at due to their grievous sins – the old man who commits illegal sexual intercourse, the lying king and the arrogant impoverished person.” (Muslim)

Can a person be forgiven?  The Prophet (saw) said, “Allah says: ‘If anyone does a good deed, he gets ten like it or I increase that number.  If anyone does an evil deed its recompense is one similar to it or I forgive it.’” (Muslim)
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