
Hadith #38


Abu Hurairah reported that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "Allah the Almighty has said: 'Whosoever acts with enmity towards a closer servant of Mine (wali), I will indeed declare war against him. Nothing endears My servant to Me than doing of what I have made obligatory upon him to do. And My servant continues to draw nearer to Me with supererogatory prayers so that I shall love him. When I love him, I shall be his hearing with which he shall hear, his sight with which he shall see, his hands with which he shall hold, and his legs with which he shall walk. And if he asks (something) of Me, I shall surely give it to him, and if he takes refuge in Me, I shall certainly grant him it. And I do not hesitate to do anything as I hesitate to take the soul of the believer, for he hates death and I hate to harm him.'" (Sahih Bukhari Volume 8, Book 76, Number 509)
((((
The first thing to note is that this hadith is classified as Qudsi – what distinguishes a Hadith Qudsi?  
· ___________________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________________

Secondly, Allah begins by giving a very stern warning to those who dare harm His dedicated servants.  

Third – what is a Wali?  The Islamic definition includes: support, love, honour, respect and being in tune with one’s beloved.  However, in order to be considered among Allah’s “Awliyah,” two characteristics are paramount –  Iman & Taqwa:
أَلا إِنَّ أَوْلِيَاء اللّهِ لاَ خَوْفٌ عَلَيْهِمْ وَلاَ هُمْ يَحْزَنُونَ الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ وَكَانُواْ يَتَّقُونَ

No doubt! Verily, the Auliya' of Allah, no fear shall come upon them nor shall they grieve, - Those who believed and used to fear Allah much (by abstaining from evil deeds and sins and by doing righteous deeds). (Yunus 10:62-63)

In understanding this concept, one must consider that levels of Iman and Taqwa are forever in flux.  As such, the relationship between Allah and His servants also varies and perfection of Iman and Taqwa is not an absolute necessity.  In general, there are three types of relationships:
ثُمَّ أَوْرَثْنَا الْكِتَابَ الَّذِينَ اصْطَفَيْنَا مِنْ عِبَادِنَا فَمِنْهُمْ ظَالِمٌ لِّنَفْسِهِ وَمِنْهُم مُّقْتَصِدٌ وَمِنْهُمْ سَابِقٌ بِالْخَيْرَاتِ بِإِذْنِ اللَّهِ ذَلِكَ هُوَ الْفَضْلُ الْكَبِيرُ

Then We gave the Book (the Qur'an) for inheritance to such of Our slaves whom We chose. Then of them are some who wrong their own selves, and of them are some who follow a middle course, and of them are some who are, by Allah’s Leave, foremost in good deeds. That (inheritance of the Qur’an), that is indeed a great grace. (Fatir 35:32)

Ibn Kathir expounds upon this ayat mentioning that the first category are those “who wrong themselves” and these are those who engage in some sinful behaviour while also neglecting obligatory duties.  The second are those “who are intermediate” and these are those who perform the compulsory acts, refrain from sin, but still engage in the makrooh.  Those “who outstrip others” are those who engage in obligatory and supererogatory acts and refrain from the haraam and the makrooh.

By the way this statement is worded, if a person is a “wali” of Allah’s then Allah becomes that person’s “Wali.”  Thus, Allah is the Wali and Maula of His devoted servants as is stated in the Noble Qur’an: 

اللّهُ وَلِيُّ الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ يُخْرِجُهُم مِّنَ الظُّلُمَاتِ إِلَى النُّوُرِ وَالَّذِينَ كَفَرُواْ أَوْلِيَآؤُهُمُ الطَّاغُوتُ يُخْرِجُونَهُم مِّنَ النُّورِ إِلَى الظُّلُمَاتِ أُوْلَـئِكَ أَصْحَابُ النَّارِ هُمْ فِيهَا خَالِدُونَ

Allah is the Wali (Protector or Guardian) of those who believe. He brings them out from darkness into light. But as for those who disbelieve, their Auliya (supporters and helpers) are Taghut [false deities and false leaders, etc.], they bring them out from light into darkness. Those are the dwellers of the Fire, and they will abide therein forever. (Al-Baqarah 2:257)
BEWARE of some wayward beliefs, mainly Sufi, which claim that being a wali of Allah is not something general, but specific.  Thus, they claim that only a few select of humanity reach this “level” and are “titled” with it.  They then take these so-called select few and treat them as demi-gods – worshipping them (i.e. shirk).  What’s worse is that these select few may even claim to share divinity with Allah!
((((((
With these words Allah is indicating that the wali has a problem with someone and that someone, in return, has a problem with the wali.  The problem of the wali stems from disobedience to Allah because the wali loves and hates solely for the sake of Allah.  The person who returns the hatred is a person who knows he/she is incorrect and hates the fact that the wali is following what is correct.  An excellent example of this, described by Zarabozo, is when a wali becomes upset with a person from Ahl-Bidah.  The Ahl-Bidah often become frustrated with the rigidity of a wali’s stance toward following the Qur’an and Sunnah.  The frustration is because they want to engage in sinful actions, knowingly, and want those actions to be acceptable.  The wali also works to stop others from joining the evil that is going on and even works to stop the perpetrator – why? Because their duty is to Allah and humanity’s salvation and so they work to encourage everyone to accept Islam.  

These arguments would not erupt between righteous servants of Allah, as they are both wali.  Arguments involving worldly issues are not part of this hadith, although these do happen.  Often, Abu Bakr and Umar would fall into dispute but they still loved each other for the sake of Allah. 
(((((( ((((( (((
Again, this phrase is presented in reciprocal format and so it really means that, not only is Allah waging war, but this imbecile is waging war against Allah!  So, when a person engages in evil acts and draws upon himself the disdain of Allah’s wali, and returns that disdain without seizing to sin, then he has declared war with a wali of Allah and, thus, Allah Himself.
Thus, it is incumbent upon the Muslim to take the side of each other and to never prefer a non-Muslim above a Muslim, nor to “sit on the fence.”  The worst example of this is evident in the history of how the Muslims were defeated in Spain – Abu Abdullah conspired with Ferdinand against his own father (Muhammad ibn Saad) and later, after the duo had defeated the Muslim leadership, Ferdinand turned against Abu Abdullah and drove the Muslims out of Spain; in fact, it was Abu Abdullah who had to turn over the keys of the last Muslim stronghold.  

Allah reminds us of our duty in this life and the hereafter with this series of ayats from al-Qur’an: 
لاَّ يَتَّخِذِ الْمُؤْمِنُونَ الْكَافِرِينَ أَوْلِيَاء مِن دُوْنِ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ وَمَن يَفْعَلْ ذَلِكَ فَلَيْسَ مِنَ اللّهِ فِي شَيْءٍ إِلاَّ أَن تَتَّقُواْ مِنْهُمْ تُقَاةً وَيُحَذِّرُكُمُ اللّهُ نَفْسَهُ وَإِلَى اللّهِ الْمَصِيرُ

Let not the believers take the disbelievers as Auliya instead of the believers, and whoever does that will never be helped by Allah in any way, except if you indeed fear a danger from them. And Allah warns you against Himself (His Punishment), and to Allah is the final return. (Aali Imran 3:28)
بَشِّرِ الْمُنَافِقِينَ بِأَنَّ لَهُمْ عَذَابًا أَلِيمًا الَّذِينَ يَتَّخِذُونَ الْكَافِرِينَ أَوْلِيَاء مِن دُونِ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ أَيَبْتَغُونَ عِندَهُمُ الْعِزَّةَ فَإِنَّ العِزَّةَ لِلّهِ جَمِيعًا

Give to the hypocrites the tidings that there is for them a painful torment. Those who take disbelievers for Auliya' (protectors or helpers or friends) instead of believers, do they seek honour, power and glory with them? Verily, then to Allah belongs all honour, power and glory. (An-Nisa 4:138-139)
بِسْمِ اللهِ الرَّحْمنِ الرَّحِيمِ يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا تَتَّخِذُوا عَدُوِّي وَعَدُوَّكُمْ أَوْلِيَاء تُلْقُونَ إِلَيْهِم بِالْمَوَدَّةِ وَقَدْ كَفَرُوا بِمَا جَاءكُم مِّنَ الْحَقِّ يُخْرِجُونَ الرَّسُولَ وَإِيَّاكُمْ أَن تُؤْمِنُوا بِاللَّهِ رَبِّكُمْ إِن كُنتُمْ خَرَجْتُمْ جِهَادًا فِي سَبِيلِي وَابْتِغَاء مَرْضَاتِي تُسِرُّونَ إِلَيْهِم بِالْمَوَدَّةِ وَأَنَا أَعْلَمُ بِمَا أَخْفَيْتُمْ وَمَا أَعْلَنتُمْ وَمَن يَفْعَلْهُ مِنكُمْ فَقَدْ ضَلَّ سَوَاء السَّبِيلِ

O you who believe! Take not My enemies and your enemies (i.e. disbelievers and polytheists, etc.) as friends, showing affection towards them, while they have disbelieved in what has come to you of the truth, and have driven out the Messenger  and yourselves (from your homeland) because you believe in Allah your Lord! If you have come forth to strive in My Cause and to seek My Good Pleasure, (then take not these disbelievers and polytheists, etc., as your friends). You show friendship to them in secret, while I am All-Aware of what you conceal and what you reveal. And whosoever of you (Muslims) does that, then indeed he has gone (far) astray, (away) from the Straight Path. (Al-Mumtahinah 60:1)
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ لاَ تَتَّخِذُواْ الْيَهُودَ وَالنَّصَارَى أَوْلِيَاء بَعْضُهُمْ أَوْلِيَاء بَعْضٍ وَمَن يَتَوَلَّهُم مِّنكُمْ فَإِنَّهُ مِنْهُمْ إِنَّ اللّهَ لاَ يَهْدِي الْقَوْمَ الظَّالِمِينَ فَتَرَى الَّذِينَ فِي قُلُوبِهِم مَّرَضٌ يُسَارِعُونَ فِيهِمْ يَقُولُونَ نَخْشَى أَن تُصِيبَنَا دَآئِرَةٌ فَعَسَى اللّهُ أَن يَأْتِيَ بِالْفَتْحِ أَوْ أَمْرٍ مِّنْ عِندِهِ فَيُصْبِحُواْ عَلَى مَا أَسَرُّواْ فِي أَنْفُسِهِمْ نَادِمِينَ

O you who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as Auliya', they are but Auliya' to one another. And if any amongst you takes them as Auliya', then surely he is one of them. Verily, Allah guides not those people who are the Zalimun. And you see those in whose hearts there is a disease (of hypocrisy), they hurry to their friendship, saying: "We fear lest some misfortune of a disaster may befall us." Perhaps Allah may bring a victory or a decision according to His Will. Then they will become regretful for what they have been keeping as a secret in themselves. (Al-Ma'idah 5:51-52)
وَيَوْمَ يَعَضُّ الظَّالِمُ عَلَى يَدَيْهِ يَقُولُ يَا لَيْتَنِي اتَّخَذْتُ مَعَ الرَّسُولِ سَبِيلًا يَا وَيْلَتَى لَيْتَنِي لَمْ أَتَّخِذْ فُلَانًا خَلِيلًا لَقَدْ أَضَلَّنِي عَنِ الذِّكْرِ بَعْدَ إِذْ جَاءنِي وَكَانَ الشَّيْطَانُ لِلْإِنسَانِ خَذُولًا

And (remember) the Day when the Zalim will bite at his hands, he will say: "Oh! Would that I had taken a path with the Messenger.  Ah! Woe to me! Would that I had never taken so-and-so as a friend! He indeed led me astray from the Reminder (this Qur'an) after it had come to me. And Shaitan (Satan) is ever a deserter to man in the hour of need." (Al-Furqan 25:27-29)
إِنَّمَا وَلِيُّكُمُ اللّهُ وَرَسُولُهُ وَالَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ الَّذِينَ يُقِيمُونَ الصَّلاَةَ وَيُؤْتُونَ الزَّكَاةَ وَهُمْ رَاكِعُونَ وَمَن يَتَوَلَّ اللّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ وَالَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ فَإِنَّ حِزْبَ اللّهِ هُمُ الْغَالِبُونَ

Verily, your Wali is Allah, His Messenger, and the believers, - those who perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat), and give Zakat, and they bow down (submit themselves with obedience to Allah in prayer).  And whosoever takes Allah, His Messenger, and those who have believed, as Protectors, then the party of Allah will be the victorious. (Al-Ma'idah 5:55-56)
What if we, as a whole Ummah, do not abide by the laws of Allah?  What if, the Ummah became disobedient to Allah?  WE WOULD BE REPLACED!  Allah is NOT in need of us, but we are in need of Him:

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ مَن يَرْتَدَّ مِنكُمْ عَن دِينِهِ فَسَوْفَ يَأْتِي اللّهُ بِقَوْمٍ يُحِبُّهُمْ وَيُحِبُّونَهُ أَذِلَّةٍ عَلَى الْمُؤْمِنِينَ أَعِزَّةٍ عَلَى الْكَافِرِينَ يُجَاهِدُونَ فِي سَبِيلِ اللّهِ وَلاَ يَخَافُونَ لَوْمَةَ لآئِمٍ ذَلِكَ فَضْلُ اللّهِ يُؤْتِيهِ مَن يَشَاء وَاللّهُ وَاسِعٌ عَلِيمٌ

O you who believe! Whoever from among you turns back from his religion (Islam), Allah will bring a people whom He will love and they will love Him; humble towards the believers, stern towards the disbelievers, fighting in the Way of Allah, and never afraid of the blame of the blamers. That is the Grace of Allah which He bestows on whom He wills. And Allah is All​ Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All​ Knower. (Al-Ma'idah 5:54)
Nothing endears...

Here Allah specifies who His awliyah are – awliyah meaning “those who come closer.”  They are those who perform the obligatory deeds and this refers to a sincere approach.  The one who does the obligatory deeds solely for protection from punishment is not like the one who performs acts of worship due to a desire to build a relationship with Allah.  
Thus, the one who engages in all obligatory actions and refrains from all forbidden actions is classified as the “companions on the right hand” as outlined in Surah Waqiah (56).  These are those who have set down the foundation of Iman and Taqwa through acts of righteousness.
However, the branches from the tree are those voluntary, supererogatory, which act to further strengthen the foundation while continuing to reach out to Allah.  Again, the foundation must be firm to begin with.  Why does a person have to first fulfill all obligatory deeds?  What is their purpose?  Answer – to purify oneself and better prepare them for a relationship with the Almighty.  Allah tell us:

إِنَّ الصَّلَاةَ تَنْهَى عَنِ الْفَحْشَاء وَالْمُنكَرِ 

Verily, As-Salat (the prayer) prevents from Al-Fahsha’ and Al-Munkar (Al-'Ankabut 29:45)
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ كُتِبَ عَلَيْكُمُ الصِّيَامُ كَمَا كُتِبَ عَلَى الَّذِينَ مِن قَبْلِكُمْ لَعَلَّكُمْ تَتَّقُونَ

O you who believe! Observing As-Saum (the fasting) is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before you, that you may become Al-Muttaqun.  (Al-Baqarah 2:183)

 خُذْ مِنْ أَمْوَالِهِمْ صَدَقَةً تُطَهِّرُهُمْ وَتُزَكِّيهِم بِهَا وَصَلِّ عَلَيْهِمْ إِنَّ صَلاَتَكَ سَكَنٌ لَّهُمْ وَاللّهُ سَمِيعٌ عَلِيمٌ

Take Sadaqah (alms) from their wealth in order to purify them and sanctify them with it, and invoke Allah for them. Verily! Your invocations are a source of security for them, and Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower. (At-Tawbah 9:103)
How do the voluntary acts, then, help a person?  The Prophet (saw) said, “The first deeds for which the slave of Allah will be held accountable on the Day of Judgment will be his prayers.  If they are in order, he will have prospered and been successful.  But if they are not in order, he will have failed and been a loser.  If there is something shortcoming in his obligatory prayers, Allah will say, “see if My slave has any voluntary prayers with which may be completed that which was wanting in his obligatory prayers.”  Then the rest of his deeds will be judged in the same manner.” (Tirmidhi, graded Sahih)

Thus, the voluntary acts of worship make a long last, deep impression upon the relationship one is forging with his Lord.

So that I shall Love him...
The goal, then, is to become a Wali of Allah.  The reward is Allah’s Protection and His Love – The Prophet (saw) said, “If Allah loves a slave, He announces to Jibreel, ‘Verily Allah loves so-and-so, so love him.’  Then Jibreel loves him and he announces this to the inhabitants of the heavens, ‘Verily Allah loves so-and-so, so love him.’  Then the inhabitants of the heavens love that person and then he is granted the acceptance of the people on earth.” (Bukhari and Muslim)
What’s more amazing is that the opportunity to build this relationship is always available and easier than one may think: The Prophet (saw) said, Allah says, “I am as My servant expects Me to be.  I am with him when he makes mention of Me.  If he makes mention of Me to himself, I make mention of him to Myself.  And if he makes mention of Me in an assembly, I make mention of him in an assembly better than it.  And if he draws near to Me a hand’s span length, I draw near to him a forearms’ length.  And if draws near to Me a forearm’s length I draw near to him an arm’s length.  And if comes to Me walking, I go to him with speed.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

When I Love him...
What does Allah mean by “I shall be his...?”  This can cause a great deal of confusion and so it becomes important to understand this by the non-literal sense.  In general, a person’s whole mind, body and spirit become entrenched with what is related to Allah and building that relationship.  He never listens to anything or watches anything, except if it is pleasing to Allah.
Ibn Rajab explains this as, “whenever anyone strives to get close to Allah by performing the obligatory deeds and then the voluntary deeds, he will come close rot Him and it ill raise him from the degree of faith (Iman) to the degree of Ihsan and he will begin to worship Allah with an aura of His presence and watching as if he is seeing Him and his heart is filled with the recognition of Allah, His love, His grandeur, taqwa of Him, reverence for Him and His greatness.  He will become delighted by His presence and crave turning to Him until his heart is so filled with the clear recognition of Him that it will be as if he is seeing Him with this eyes [even though he knows he can’t].” (Jami’)

This definitely involves (tazkiyyah) purifying one’s soul in which the goal is to become as truthful as possible in the role of Allah’s servant, to strive in worshipping Him and expecting the reward in return.  The steps to attaining purification include:
1. To remove all aspects of shirk from one’s belief.  The Prophet (saw) told us that Allah said, “I am the most self-sufficient and am in no need of having a partner.  Whoever does a deed for My sake as well as for someone/something else shall have that action rejected by Me with the one he associates.” (Muslim)

2. To fulfill all the obligatory actions of worship in Islam.

3. To perform any and all voluntary acts of worship

4. Both 2 & 3 must be performed with love for the actual act of worship and the longing for a strong relationship with Allah.

And if he asks...
The Prophet (saw) said, “There is no Muslim who supplicates to Allah with a supplication that does not contain anything sinful or asks for the ties of kinship to be broken except that Allah gives him one of three things: either He will give him what he asks for soon, or He will delay it for him for the Hereafter or He will keep a similar evil away from him (Ahmad)
And I do not hesitate...
Allah has already decreed:
كُلُّ نَفْسٍ ذَآئِقَةُ الْمَوْتِ
Everyone shall taste death. (Aali Imran 3:185)

We must first understand that to hate death itself is illogical based on the above verse.  However, one may hate the misery that precedes death and the mourning that follows it.  One may hate death due to not being able to perform good deeds anymore.  The hatred may also include feelings of inadequacy drawn up by taqwa – the fear that one has not completed all that he/she could have while alive.  Having said all this, the wali of Allah is the one who, when approaching death’s door, actually yearns to open it.  Why?  The Prophet (saw) said, “When the believer reaches the time of death, he is given the glad tidings of pleasure and honour from Allah.  Then there is nothing more beloved to him than what is front of him.  He loves (then) to meet Allah and Allah loves to meet him.”  Muhammad ibn Kaab (the narrator) then said, “The angel of death says to the one who is to die, ‘Peace be upon you, O devoted slave of Allah.  Allah sends you greetings of peace.’”  Then he recited,

الَّذِينَ تَتَوَفَّاهُمُ الْمَلآئِكَةُ طَيِّبِينَ يَقُولُونَ سَلامٌ عَلَيْكُمُ ادْخُلُواْ الْجَنَّةَ بِمَا كُنتُمْ تَعْمَلُونَ

Those whose lives the angels take while they are in a pious state saying (to them): Salamun 'Alaikum (peace be on you) enter you Paradise, because of (the good) which you used to do (in the world)." (An-Nahl 16:32) (Bukhari and Muslim)

What does it mean “as I hesitate to?”  Why would Allah “hesitate?”  There are several interpretations and of them are:
· Allah hates to harm the wali at the time of death and, out of respect for the wali, Allah uses the word ‘hesitation.’  As well, the soul of the wali is taken out more gently and softly and takes time – this has been suggested as the reason for the word ‘hesitation.’ (ibn Hajr)

· Allah takes the soul of the wali like anyone else and does not hesitate at all.  However, because Allah does not like to do this to the wali he hesitates while He removes the soul. (ibn As-Salaah)

· The ‘hesitation’ is between what must happen (death) and the harm to the soul that is associated with the action of death.  (ibn Taymiyyah)

· The hesitation is something that benefits the wali – otherwise there would be nothing special about being a wali.  The hesitation is caused by Allah’s changing a decree based on the supplication of the wali.  This is important to show that the supplication of a person makes a difference.  The Prophet (saw) said, “Nothing repels the decree except supplications and nothing increases one’s lifetime except righteousness.” (Tirmidhi, graded hasan)  Also, Allah says:
وَمَا يُعَمَّرُ مِن مُّعَمَّرٍ وَلَا يُنقَصُ مِنْ عُمُرِهِ إِلَّا فِي كِتَابٍ إِنَّ ذَلِكَ عَلَى اللَّهِ يَسِيرٌ
And no aged man is granted a length of life, nor is a part cut off from his life, but is in a Book (Al​-Lauh Al​-Mahfuz) Surely, that is easy for Allah. (Fatir 35:11) (Ash-Shaukani)
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