
HADITH #4

On the authority of Abdullah bin Masud, who said that the Messenger of Allah (saw
) and he is the truthful, the believed, narrated to us, "Verily the creation of each one of you is brought together in his mother's belly for forty days in the form of seed, then he is a clot of blood for a like period, then a morsel of flesh for a like period
, then there is sent to him the angel who blows the breath of life into him and who is commanded about four matters: to write down his means of livelihood, his life span, his actions, and whether happy or unhappy. By Allah, other than Whom there is no god, verily one of you behaves like the people of Paradise until there is but an arm's length between him and it, and that which has been written over takes him and so he behaves like the people of Hell-fire and thus he enters it; and one of you behaves like the people of Hell-fire until there is but an arm's length between him and it, and that which has been written over takes him and so he behaves like the people of Paradise and thus he enters it." (Bukhari and Muslim)

Who was Abdullah ibn Mas’ud?

He was the 6th person to enter the fold of Islam and died 32 years after Hijra, at the age of 60, in Medinah.  He was of the people who migrated first to Abyssinia and then to Medinah.  He took part in all of the battles with the Prophet (saw).  
Also, he was the first to openly recite the Qur’an in Mecca and this is what he was well known for – his knowledge of the Qur’an.  In fact, the Prophet (saw) said, “Take the Qur’an from four: Abdullah ibn Mas’ud, Salim, Muadh ibn Jabal and Ubay ibn Kaab.”  He is also known by over 800 hadith he narrated authentically.  
His legacy exists until today in the Kufan School of Fiqh, in Kufa, Iraq.  Famous graduates of this school include Imam Abu Haneefa and Tariq bin Ziyad (the conqueror of Spain). 

Titling of the Prophet (saw)

In this hadith, Abdullah ibn Mas’ud purposely adds the two titles to the Prophet (saw), As-Saadiq and Al-Masdooq.   These names refer to a person who is truthful and because of their truthfulness, must be believed in.  The reason for this is that the text of this hadith describes things that were not known by anyone at that time and have only been discovered in the past 50-60 years.  The only information that existed at that time was the Aristotelian philosophy which stated that little men and women came out of the man’s liquids and grew to full size in the mother’s stomach.

Furthermore, we should realize that whatever the Prophet (saw) said regarding issues of deen are considered part of revelation, because all of the information is coming from one source: Allah.

The Stages of Human Development

There are various verses throughout the Noble Qur’an which illustrate the process of human development.  Interestingly enough the leading embryologist, Dr. Keith Moore from the University of Toronto, aptly named his latest book “The Quranic Edition,” after studying the verses of the Qur’an – the reason being that he actually used the same descriptions of each stage as described in the Qur’an.  One of the main verses used is:

 We created man from an extract of clay.  Then We made him as a drop [nutfah] in a place of settlement, firmly fixed.  Then We made the drop into an alaqah (leech, suspended thing, and blood clot), then We made the alaqah into a mudghah (chewed substance)... (23:12-14)
· Alaqah as a leech
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· Alaqah as a blood clot, hanging
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· Mudghah
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A Process of 40 Days
The hadith mentions how we “are brought together” from the nutfah.  Allah elaborates on this in the following verses:

· Then We made the nutfah into a clot (a piece of thick coagulated blood), then We made the clot into a little lump of flesh, then We made out of that little lump of flesh bones, then We clothed the bones with flesh, and then We brought it forth as another creation. So blessed be Allâh, the Best of creators. (Al-Mu'minun 23:14)
· And Allâh did create you (Adam) from dust, then from nutfah (male and female discharge semen drops i.e. Adam's offspring), then He made you pairs (male and female). And no female conceives or gives birth, but with His Knowledge. (Fatir 35:11)

· Does man think that he will be left Suda [neglected without being punished or rewarded for the obligatory duties enjoined by his Lord (Allâh) on him]? Was he not a Nutfah (mixed male and female discharge of semen) poured forth? Then he became an 'Alaqa (a clot); then (Allâh) shaped and fashioned (him) in due proportion. (Al-Qiyamah 75:36-38)
· Then tell Me (about) the human semen that you emit.  Is it you who create it (i.e. make this semen into a perfect human being), or are We the Creator? (Al-Waqi'ah 56:58-59)
The Angel is then sent…
The first thing to note here is that the angel who is sent is not just any angel and there aren’t different angels – the wording here is specific and says ‘the’ angel, which indicates there is an angel with this specific job.

What exactly is the Rooh which is breathed into him?

And they ask you (O Muhammad SAW) concerning the Rûh (the Spirit); Say: "The Rûh (the Spirit): it is one of the things, the knowledge of which is only with my Lord. And of knowledge, you (mankind) have been given only a little." (Al-Isra 17:85)
Quite clear from this verse, the answer is that we don’t exactly know – other then to say that the “rooh” represents life.  Furthermore, the rooh is something which is created – as Allah mentions: “Allah is the Creator of all things.” (Raad:16)  This is important to note because when Allah mentions regarding the creation of Adam: “I breathed into him of My spirit,” (Hijr:29) He is only giving the rooh a higher status – to say that it is from Allah, NOT “part” of Allah.  

The Rooh & The Body

The scholars have stated that the association of the soul with the body is of 4 types

1. Its association in the womb.  Life is for the body and the soul is associated with it in a weak way.

2. In this world.  Life is for the body, and the soul follows.

3. After death.  Life is for the soul and body follows.

4. After resurrection.  This is the most complete of the associations and life is for both the body and soul.

When does the Rooh actually enter the Embryo?
This is where there is a difference of opinion – based on the original translation of this hadith some people say it occurs after 120 days.  However, based on the correct understanding, all we can say for certain is that this process occurs after 40-42 days.  There are also other hadith which support this notion:

Narrated Hudhaifa ibn Usaid, “After the nutfah is in the womb for forty or forty-five nights, the angel comes to it and says, “O Lord, will it be unfortunate or fortunate?”  And these matters will be written.  Then he says, “O Lord, will it be male or female?”  And such shall be recorded.  His actions, deeds, life span and provisions will then be recorded.” (Sahih Muslim)

The Issue of the 4 parts of Qadr written down

The Messenger of Allah said, “Allah wrote the decrees of His creation fifty thousand years before He created the heavens and the earth.”  He (saw) also said, “And His throne was over water.” (Muslim)

Ibn Qayyim takes this last hadith and puts things into perspective for us, outlining the different aspects of pre-recorded decrees/predestination:

i. The Pre-Existent measure by the knowledge of Allah, which is in the Preserved Tablet; this information will never change

ii. Allah’s decree of a person’s lifes which is written down when the fetus is given its soul (we will look at this in hadith 4) – this includes the person’s lifespan, their means of sustenance, their deeds and whether or not he/she will be successful

iii. A yearly decree which comes down on Layla tul Qadr

iv. A daily qadr for everything that occurs – based on the verse: Everyday He has a matter to bring forth! (Ar-Rahman 55:29)
So, while the taqdir written in the preserved tablet is unchangeable, the other types of taqdir are, indeed, changeable.  Understanding this, means that whatever changes we ask for and are granted have already been written in the preserved tablet.  This concept is based on the following ayat: Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills). And with Him is the Mother of the Book (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz) (Ra'd 13:39)
Is Qadr Something We Can Change?

As was mentioned earlier, there are different aspects to Qadr and there are, in fact, some things we can make du’a about.  Let’s consider the following hadith:

1. Laylat-ul-Qadr is the Night of Decree and on this night the decree for the coming year is brought down.  During this night, then, and beforehand, it is imperative to pray to Allah for what we would like in the coming year.

2. Daily Qadr – everyday there is a decree made and so, again, it is imperative for us to make du’a on a daily basis for what we want to occur in the coming day; this is based on the following ayat: Whosoever is in the heavens and on earth begs of Him (its needs from Him). Every day He has a matter to bring forth (such as giving honour to some, disgrace to some, life to some, death to some, etc.)! (Ar-Rahman 55:29)
Why the stress on du’a?  Because:

1. The Prophet (saw) stated that: Nothing repels qadr except du’a (Hasan Grade, Tirmidhi)

2. The Prophet (saw) said, “Caution will not be of any benefit against qadr, but du’a benefits matters that have occurred and that are yet to occur.  And indeed, du’a meets with a calamity and fights it until the Day of Judgment.” (Hasan Grade, Tabarani)

Why is du’a important in matters of destiny?  Because the Prophet (saw) also said, “The influence of an evil eye is a fact; if anything would precede the destiny it would be the influence of an evil eye.”  SO, we must make du’a for protection from the calamities which may be in our qadr  and this is based on the following ayat from the Noble Qur’an: Verily, they used to hasten on to do good deeds, and they used to call on Us with hope and fear, and used to humble themselves before Us. (Al-Anbiya 21:90)
Okay – so, we’ve established that Qadr can change through the power of Du’a.  But, how can this be when we previously stated that everything has been written down in Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz already?  The way we understand this is that everything has indeed been written down in Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz and the knowledge of that book is with Allah, and Only Him.  The angels don’t know what is in that book, nor does anyone else.  As such, Allah can change what the angels are expecting to write down – this is based on the following ayat:

Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills). And with Him is the Mother of the Book (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz) (Ra'd 13:39)
What is being “blotted” out is the books of the angels who record everything.  For example, an angel will write down the bad deed that a person has done; however, that person will follow up that bad deed with a good deed and Allah will tell the angel to “blot out” the previous bad deed from that person’s record.  In Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz, this entire process was already written out.

The Issue of Abortion
The commonly accepted opinion is that the soul is breathed in after 120 days and so this is the benchmark that jurists’ use.  According to the Hanifi school, no blood money would be due on killing the fetus, unless it showed obvious signs of human features.  The Hanifi school also declares both mother and father as sinners.

According to Imam Malik, a woman may abort at the time that the fetus is still a clump of cells (congealed blood).  The Shafi’I school of thought does not believe abortion can happen after the union in the Nutfah stage.  The Hanbali school declares that as long as the fetus doesn’t have obvious human attributes, then it’s okay.
Why – only allowed if there is a serious concern about a woman’s safety.  It is not acceptable to do abortion if done out of financial fear or a desire to delay pregnancy in favour of preserving youth. [And kill not your children for fear of poverty. We provide for them and for you. Surely, the killing of them is a great sin. (Al-Isra 17:31)]  In the case of a woman who has been raped, then it is acceptable to abort.
Janaza for the fetus is done if there is an abortion after 120 days – the fetus is to be washed and buried.
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� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhee wa Salaam – May the Blessings and Peace of Allah be upon him


� You will find that many translations of this hadith call the first stage as “Nutfa” and this is a major mistake in the text of the hadith – this word is not used in the original text of the hadith; the original hadith, as well as the Quranic Ayats indicate that the stages of Nutfa, ‘Alaqah & Mudghah all happen in the first 40 days.  In essence then, the entire process occurs in 40 days, not 120 days.  This is obvious we look at the Bukhari version: “Verily, each of you is brought together in his mother’s abdomen for forty days.  Then it is therein a clinging object during this period.  Thereafter it is therein a lump looking like it has been chewed during this period.  The angel is then…”And Allah knows best.


� N.B. Allah’s knowledge is not limited by time.  The fifty thousand years mentioned here is not a limitation on Allah’s knowledge – it is merely a timestamp on the when the decrees for our existence were put in place. 








