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Hadith #42

From Anas who said, ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah (saw) say, "Allah the Almighty has said: 'O son of Adam, so long as you call upon Me, and hope in Me, I shall forgive you for what you have done, and I shall not mind. O son of Adam, were your sins to reach the clouds in the sky and were you then to ask forgiveness of Me, I shall forgive you. O son of Adam, were you to come to Me with an earthful of sins and were you then to face Me, without having associated anything with Me, I shall grant you an earthful of pardon.'" (At-Tirmidhi, who said that it is hasan-sahih)
Takhreej
This hadith, on its own, has some doubt in the Isnad.  However, there are many other Isnads collected by Imam Ahmad which strengthen this chain; this chain, however, is truly graded Hasan-Ghareeb.

Son of Adam
This implies any person who ever lived and followed a Prophet of Allah and/or never committed Shirk.  This hadith still stands for today and beyond, acting as an open invitation to all human beings: remove shirk and embrace forgiveness, mercy and love from your Lord.  Indeed, Allah does not ask much of us; he is not asking us to sacrifice our lives or go to extremes in terms of worship – only to deny shirk in turn for an eternity in Paradise.  
Call Upon Me

The essence of du’a is admitting reliance upon Allah.  By displaying one’s need for Allah, he/she is submitting to servitude and recognition that Allah is the Only One who can help.  This action brings Allah’s Mercy and repels harm or trial.  

وَقَالَ رَبُّكُمُ ادْعُونِي أَسْتَجِبْ لَكُمْ إِنَّ الَّذِينَ يَسْتَكْبِرُونَ عَنْ عِبَادَتِي سَيَدْخُلُونَ جَهَنَّمَ دَاخِرِينَ

And your Lord said: "Call upon Me (and ask Me for anything) I will respond to your (invocation). Verily! Those who scorn My worship they will surely enter Hell in humiliation!" (Ghafir 40:60)
The Prophet (saw) told us, “If one of you supplicates do not say, “O Allah forgive me if You will.” But instead you should ask with will and conviction, for there is nothing so great to Allah that He cannot grant it.” (Muslim)
The Prophet (saw) also warned us, “You are responded to as long as you do not become hasty and say, “I supplicated and it is not being or was not responded to.”” (Bukhari and Muslim)
Hope & Fear
Both are essential to believing in Allah, but must be taken with a balanced approach.  The Prophet (saw) said, “If the believer knew what Allah has with Him of punishment no one would ever hope to achieve His paradise.  And if a disbeliever knew what Allah has with Him of mercy, no one would ever despair of achieving His paradise. “” (Muslim)

Also, the Prophet (saw) told us, Allah has said, ‘I am as My servant expects of Me.  I am with him wherever he remembers me.’  By Allah, Allah has more joy due to the repentance of His servant than one of you has when he finds his lost provisions in an open land.  Allah has also said, ‘Whoever comes close to Me by the span of a hand, I come closer to him by a cubit.  And whoever comes closer to me by a cubit, I come closer to him by an arm’s length.  And if he walks toward Me, I rush toward him.”” (Muslim)

Forgiveness
قُلْ يَا عِبَادِيَ الَّذِينَ أَسْرَفُوا عَلَى أَنفُسِهِمْ لَا تَقْنَطُوا مِن رَّحْمَةِ اللَّهِ إِنَّ اللَّهَ يَغْفِرُ الذُّنُوبَ جَمِيعًا إِنَّهُ هُوَ الْغَفُورُ الرَّحِيمُ

Say: "O 'Ibadi (My slaves) who have transgressed against themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah, verily Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Az-Zumar 39:53)
وَمَن يَعْمَلْ سُوءًا أَوْ يَظْلِمْ نَفْسَهُ ثُمَّ يَسْتَغْفِرِ اللّهَ يَجِدِ اللّهَ غَفُورًا رَّحِيمًا

And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but afterwards seeks Allah’s Forgiveness, he will find Allah Oft​-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (An-Nisa 4:110)
So far we have seen forgiveness via du’a and forgiveness via istighfar and the final method is forgiveness via tawheed:
إِنَّ اللّهَ لاَ يَغْفِرُ أَن يُشْرَكَ بِهِ وَيَغْفِرُ مَا دُونَ ذَلِكَ لِمَن يَشَاء وَمَن يُشْرِكْ بِاللّهِ فَقَدِ افْتَرَى إِثْمًا عَظِيمًا

Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with him in worship, but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He pleases, and whoever sets up partners with Allah in worship, he has indeed invented a tremendous sin. (An-Nisa 4:48)
إِنَّ اللّهَ لاَ يَغْفِرُ أَن يُشْرَكَ بِهِ وَيَغْفِرُ مَا دُونَ ذَلِكَ لِمَن يَشَاء وَمَن يُشْرِكْ بِاللّهِ فَقَدْ ضَلَّ ضَلاَلاً بَعِيدًا

Verily! Allah forgives not (the sin of) setting up partners in worship with Him, but He forgives whom he pleases sins other than that, and whoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, has indeed strayed far away. (An-Nisa 4:116)
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