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Abu Ruqayyah Tamim ibn ‘Aws al-Dari relates that the Prophet (saw
) said: “Religion is Naseeha.”

We asked: “To whom, O Messenger of Allah?”

He said: “To Allah, His Book, His Messenger, and the leaders of the Muslims and to the common Muslim.” [Sahih Muslim]
Issues with the Isnad
Imam Bukhari included this hadith with his Sahih, but did not include the Isnad because of Suhail ibn Abu Salih – about whom scholars have argued regarding his character.  

However, this same hadith has been narrated by Abu Huraira, ibn Umar and Ibn Abbaas; these hadith are authentic and have been collected by Abu Dawood, Nisai, Ahmad and Al-Bayhaqi.

The Narrator

Tamim Ad-Dari embraced Islam from Christianity in the year 9 A.H. in Medinah.  He participated in a few battles with the Prophet (saw) and moved to Syria after the death of Uthman ibn Afaan.   He died in 40 A.H.

He is not well known in hadith studies and there are only 18 hadith attributed to him.  He is famous for two things: (1) hanging lanterns in masjids (2) the hadith of ad-Dajjal, which will be discussed in a later class. 

In terms of character, he was known as truthful and was allowed by Umar ibn Al-Khattab to narrate ‘stories’ in the masjid.
Defining “Naseeha”
The linguistic meaning is:

1. Being pure from any defects

2. Bringing together two things; for example, a tailor is called Nasih because he stitches two pieces of clothe together

The Islamic Context is:
1. The negation of deception and/or cheating

2. Seeking goodness and improvement for another person

3. A person loves for his brother only that which is good so he calls him to it and makes it clear to him and encourages him to do it

4. Sincerity

These definitions are based upon the following ayats and hadith:

· Oh you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance! (66:8)
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا تُوبُوا إِلَى اللَّهِ تَوْبَةً نَّصُوحًا

· I convey unto you the messages of my Lord and I am a trustworthy advisor (Nasih) to you (7:68)

أُبَلِّغُكُمْ رِسَالاتِ رَبِّي وَأَنَاْ لَكُمْ نَاصِحٌ أَمِينٌ

· Abu Hurairah narrates that the Prophet (saw) said, “The rights of a Muslim over another Muslim are six.”  It was asked, “What are they, O Messenger of Allah (saw)?” He replied, “When he meets him, he greets him; when invites him, he responds; if he seeks his sincere advice, he advises him; if he sneezes and praises Allah, he asks Allah to have mercy on him; if he is ill, he visits him; and when he dies, he follows him {Janazah, funeral procession}. (Sahih Muslim)
The Connection
The Prophet (saw) in this single statement is making a very pertinent and all encompassing definition for our religion, Islam.  What is important to understand here is that Naseeha is a major part of the underlying foundation for Islam, but it is not sufficient on its own.  We still need to establish the five pillars and establish belief of the six articles of faith in order to be fully functioning Muslims.  

Another example of this type of statement is found in Ahmad, were the Prophet (saw) said, “Hajj is Arafat.”  Of course, there are many more rights and rituals for Hajj, but Hajj is incomplete, invalid and utterly useless without Arafat.  In the same way, one’s Islam is insufficient without Naseeha being an integral part of its establishment.

Showing Naseeha to Allah
In this case, Naseeha quite obviously takes on the connotation of sincerity in everything we do in the way of worshipping Allah.  There are two aspects to this sincerity. The first of these is sincerity in worship. We must worship Allah alone, offering all of our devotions to him and to no other. The second is sincerity in our belief. We must have absolute faith that Allah alone is our Creator, our Sustainer, and our Lord.

In terms of showing sincerity to Allah we must actually want to do the deeds of worship, not just because we feel we have to.  As such, one’s attachment to his/her Creator drives this motivation and a person starts to love that which Allah loves and hate what Allah hates.


وَمَا أُمِرُوا إِلَّا لِيَعْبُدُوا اللَّهَمُخْلِصِينَ لَهُ الدِّينَ حُنَفَاء وَيُقِيمُوا الصَّلَاةَ وَيُؤْتُوا الزَّكَاةَوَذَلِكَ دِينُ الْقَيِّمَةِ


They were not commanded but that they should worship Allah sincerely and worship none but Him, and that they should perform prayer and pay the zakat. That is the right religion. [98:5]

As a summary, in terms of maintaining the establishment of Tawheed, Naseeha to Allah also means:

· Believing In Allah And Denying Any Partners With Him. 

· Believing In His Attributes. 

· Obeying Him. 

· Fulfilling His Commands And Abstaining From What He Has Forbidden. 

· Doing What Is Best To Remember Him, Under All Circumstances. 

· Loving Whatever He Loves And Hating Whatever He Hates, Be It Objects, Persons, Actions, Sayings, Etc. 

· Recognizing The Blessings He Has Bestowed Upon Us And Properly Thanking Him For These Blessings
Showing Naseeha to His Book

Showing Naseeha/Sincerity towards the Noble Qur’an means:

· Believing in the Qur’an as the uncreated speech of Allah, which is unlike the speech of humankind

· Harnessing the messages within the Qur’an and implementing them in our lives to the best of our ability

· Defending the Qur’an and playing a role in defending it from distortion and/or misinterpretation

· Respecting the actual book of the Qur’an, without going into extreme reverence of the book itself

· Believing in what the Qur’an tells us and doubt nothing that it says
· Believing that the Qur’an is Allah’s word that was revealed to Muhammad (saw)
· Abiding by Allah’s commands found within it and guiding our lives by its teachings.
· Believing that the laws specified in the Qur’an are the best of laws that can never be contended by man-made laws
Showing Naseeha to His Messenger
O you who believe, obey Allah and obey His Messenger” [4:59] 

Whoever obeys the Messenger has indeed obeyed Allah.” [4:80] 

Whatever the Messenger gives you, take it, and whatever he forbids you, abstain from it.” [59:7]
This means that with regards to the Messenger of Allah (saw):

· We are to believe in his message
· We are to defend his honour and respect
· We are to believe that whatever he brought forth was divinely inspired

· We are to obey him

· We accept the Prophet (saw) as the true leader of humanity with respect to Islam

· We must be a friend to those who love him and become foes with those who hate him

· We must argue back against innovations or false statements

· We must learn and spread his teachings

· We are to love his companions

Showing Naseeha to the Leaders of the Muslims
The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “Verily, Allah is pleased with you for three matters and displeased with you concerning three matters: He is pleased with you for worshipping Him and not ascribing any partner to Him, for clinging to the cord of Allah and not being divided and for being mutually sincere with those whom Allah has put in charge of your affairs.” (Ahmad)

Allah says in the Noble Qur’an: “O you who believe, obey Allah and obey His Messenger and those in authority among you.” [4:59]
· Helping them in whatever is good or beneficial. 

· Obeying them in what is right. 

· Reminding them if they should err or forget. 

· Being patient with them if they do things which we dislike - we try to do the naseeha and at the same time we tolerate the leader because otherwise it may lead to instability in the Muslim community. 

· Making jihad with them and not revolting against their proper authority. 

· One should pray for their guidance and piety. 

· Choosing the right way, manner and channel in advising them. The Scholars say giving naseeha to leaders should be done according to certain rules:
· One must have good intentions (ikhlas). 

· It should be done mildly, calling on them with respect. 

· Avoiding harshness and not to embarrass them - our aim is to advise and correct them and not to show off. 

· Not to divulge or inform others about their wrong-doings as this may lead to more problems in the society. 

· Give the naseeha privately and not publicly.
· If one is asked by the leader to do a maksiah or something which contradicts with Shariah, one shouldn't obey. However, we should disobey in a nice/assertive manner and not in an aggressive way because our aim is to remind them that this is wrong so that they will change and not ask us to do the maksiah. 

· For the Scholars, our naseeha is seeking knowledge from them. 

· We obey them if their opinion is based on sound proof and evidence. 

· Not to seek or point out their mistakes. There are some people who search for the mistakes of Scholars - we shouldn't do this because Scholars are pious people and this act may cause Allah to be displeased with us. It may also create chaos in the community. 

· Not to follow them blindly. 

· Not to hollow them.
Giving Naseeha to the Common Muslim

The Messenger of Allah said, “There is no person whom Allah gives authority over other and he does not look after them with naseeha except that he will not even get the scent of Paradise (Muslim).  

· To observe the rights of other Muslims - fulfilling our obligations towards other Muslims. These obligations differ depending on the group of Muslims (e.g. our parents, children, relatives, neighbours, etc.) - e.g. greeting them, visiting them when they are sick, making du'a for them, giving advice if they ask for it, praying  janazah for the one who dies, etc. 

· To observe the concept of wala' which means: 

· To Love Every Muslim. 

· To Care For All Muslims. 

· To Help Other Muslims. 

· To Defend/Protect Other Muslims.
We must sincerely advise our fellow Muslims about what is best for them in their faith and their worldly lives and teach them what is right. We must exhort them to what is right and forbid them from what is wrong and do so with the intention that they should benefit from it.
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� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhee Wa Salaam – May the Mercy and Peace of Allah be upon him





