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Abdullah ibn Umar narrated that the Messenger of Allah (saw)
 said:
"I have been ordered to fight against people until they testify that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is the messenger of Allah and until they perform the prayers and pay the zakat, and if they do so they will have gained protection from me for their lives and property, except [if they do acts that are punishable] in accordance with the right of Islam, and their reckoning will be with Allah the Almighty." (Bukhari & Muslim)

Takhreej  
This hadith has been narrated by many other companions including Abu Huraira, Jabir ibn Abdullah, Anas ibn Malik, Jareer ibn Abdullah, Aws ibn Abi Aws, Abdullah ibn Abbass, Sahl ibn Saad, Al-Nu’man ibn Basheer, Abu Bakra, Muadh ibn Jabal, Samurah ibn Jundub.  As a result, this hadith is found in Bukhari, Muslim, al-Bayhaqi, ibn Hibbann and others.  

Because of the number of narrators, this hadith is ruled Mutawattir. 
Different Narrations

Due to the number of narrators, this hadith has been worded differently.  The different wordings could also exist because the Prophet (saw) made similar statements at different times and/or localities.  Some of the other ‘versions’ include: 

1. I have been ordered to fight the people until they say, “There is nothing worthy of worship, except for Allah.”  If they say that and pray our prayers and face the qiblah and sacrifice our sacrifice, then their blood and wealth have been made inviolable for us – except according to its due right.  And their reckoning is with Allah. (Bukhari)

2. I have been ordered to fight the people until they bear witness that there is nothing worthy of worship except for Allah and they believe in me and what I have brought. If they do that, their blood and wealth will be protected from me, except according to its due right.  And their reckoning is with Allah.

To Fight The People
In this statement the Prophet (saw) is saying that he has been ordered to fight against the people and this, obviously, raises the issue – Which People?

The majority of scholars have indicated that this refers to the mushrikeen amongst the Arabs.  Some scholars believe it refers specifically to the Quraish.  

What about the Jews and Christians?  According to Ibn Hajr
 later hadith abrogated this hadith to exclude the Jews and Christians because they are forced to pay the Jizya.  Furthermore, there were many peace treaties signed between the Muslims and the Jews and Christians.  The Jizya counts for zakat and, thus, the Jews and Christians have the right to be protected by the state.
In terms of fighting the people, the condition given by the Prophet (saw) is that they must bear witness to Tawheed; however this hadith is NOT saying that we fight and kill people until they accept tawheed.  This would be a mistaken interpretation.  

Rather, the meaning is that they are to be fought against until they accept the dominance of Allah’s law without opposition.  This can be accomplished through physical fighting, paying of the jizya, debating, or through the creation of a peace treaty which states that Allah’s word will not be opposed in any way by non-Muslims.

Can Muslims Fight?

This hadith indicates that fighting is permissible in Islam.  However, fighting is permissible only to spread peace and justice through the land.  Fighting is permissible only to remove oppression and defend peoples’ rights and deen.  This is outlined in the following verse from the Noble Qur’an: 

أُذِنَ لِلَّذِينَ يُقَاتَلُونَ بِأَنَّهُمْ ظُلِمُوا وَإِنَّ اللَّهَ عَلَى نَصْرِهِمْ لَقَدِيرٌ الَّذِينَ أُخْرِجُوا مِن دِيَارِهِمْ بِغَيْرِ حَقٍّ إِلَّا أَن يَقُولُوا رَبُّنَا اللَّهُ وَلَوْلَا دَفْعُ اللَّهِ النَّاسَ بَعْضَهُم بِبَعْضٍ لَّهُدِّمَتْ صَوَامِعُ وَبِيَعٌ وَصَلَوَاتٌ وَمَسَاجِدُ يُذْكَرُ فِيهَا اسْمُ اللَّهِ كَثِيراً
Permission to fight is given to those (i.e. believers against disbelievers), who are fighting them, (and) because they (believers) have been wronged, and surely, Allah is Able to give them (believers) victory.  [They are] those who have been expelled from their homes unjustly only because they said: "Our Lord is Allah." - For had it not been that Allah checks one set of people by means of another then monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosques, wherein the Name of Allah is much mentioned, would surely have been demolished. (22:39-40)
The Two Conditions for Protection

1. The Shahadah
Usama ibn Zaid was fighting in a battle and came across a man he was about to kill. The man declared the shahadah, but ibn Zaid killed him anyway.  When the Prophet (saw) heard about this he became very angry and asked Zaid how he could have committed such a heinous crime?  Zaid claimed that the man said the shahadah only so that his life could be scared.  Upon hearing this, the Prophet (saw) retorted, “How do you know?  Did you look inside his heart and see?.”  The Prophet (saw) then repeated this same sentence many time, “Oh Usama!  What will you do with that man’s words on the Day of Judgement?”  From this hadith it becomes obvious that it is not our place to question another person’s adherence to this religion – it is sufficient that they say the shahadah and they are accepted as Muslims.
Secondly, in terms of dawa – when the Prophet (saw) sent Muadh ibn Jabal to Yemen to call the people there to Islam, the Prophet (saw) commanded him to first invite people to the shahadah and, once that was fully established, then they should be commanded to pray and, once that was fully established, then they were to start paying the zakat.

2. Salat & Zakat

This condition is actually supported with Qur’anic verses as well:
فَإِذَا انسَلَخَ الأَشْهُرُ الْحُرُمُ فَاقْتُلُواْ الْمُشْرِكِينَ حَيْثُ وَجَدتُّمُوهُمْ وَخُذُوهُمْ وَاحْصُرُوهُمْ وَاقْعُدُواْ لَهُمْ كُلَّ مَرْصَدٍ فَإِن تَابُواْ وَأَقَامُواْ الصَّلاَةَ وَآتَوُاْ الزَّكَاةَ فَخَلُّواْ سَبِيلَهُمْ إِنَّ اللّهَ غَفُورٌ رَّحِيمٌ

Then when the Sacred Months (the Ist, 7th, 11th, and 12th months of the Islamic calendar) have passed, then kill the Mushrikun (see V.2:105) wherever you find them, and capture them and besiege them, and prepare for them each and every ambush. But if they repent and perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat), and give Zakat, then leave their way free. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (9:5)
فَإِن تَابُواْ وَأَقَامُواْ الصَّلاَةَ وَآتَوُاْ الزَّكَاةَ فَإِخْوَانُكُمْ فِي الدِّينِ وَنُفَصِّلُ الآيَاتِ لِقَوْمٍ يَعْلَمُونَ

But if they repent, perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat) and give Zakat, then they are your brethren in religion. (In this way) We explain the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) in detail for a people who know. (9:11)

The question raised here is whether or not the command here allows the punishment or even killing of a person who doesn’t pray and/or give zakat?  Actually, this command of the Prophet (saw) and the above mentioned verses do NOT allow the killing of a person – rather, the grammatical form of the verb “to fight” indicates that the purpose of the fighting is to bring about an end to the injustice that is being committed and to have the perpetrator of the crime surrender to the right path.  This notion is furthered by the following Qur’anic verses:

وَإِن طَائِفَتَانِ مِنَ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ اقْتَتَلُوا فَأَصْلِحُوا بَيْنَهُمَا فَإِن بَغَتْ إِحْدَاهُمَا عَلَى الْأُخْرَى فَقَاتِلُوا الَّتِي تَبْغِي حَتَّى تَفِيءَ إِلَى أَمْرِ اللَّهِ
And if two parties or groups among the believers fall to fighting, then make peace between them both, but if one of them rebels against the other, then fight you (all) against the one that which rebels till it complies with the Command of Allah; (49:9)
Protection
During the Farewell Pilgrimage, the Prophet (saw) said, “Verily your blood and wealth are sacred to you like the sacredness of this day of yours in this month of your in this land of yours, until you meet your Lord (Bukhari).  This means that the life (blood) and property (wealth) of Muslims is sacred to each other and, in fact, must be upheld by each other with respect, integrity and dignity.  
The Right of Islam

So, a person is protected as long as he/she does things in accordance to the right of Islam and fulfills all obligations that Islam requires a person to do.  If not, then that person’s life and property can be violated.  Thus, there are scholars who have stated that believers, claiming to follow Islam, can indeed by ‘dealt with’ if salat and zakat are left off.  For example, according to an-Nawawi a person who doesn’t pray should be killed.  Also, if a person does not fast Imam Malik and Imam Ahmad believe that he/she should be killed; Imam Shafi’ee disagrees because fasting is not mentioned in this hadith.  Imam Ahmad also believes that if a person doesn’t perform Hajj, then he/she should be killed.
The Reckoning

Having stated the above, it becomes quite clear with the last part of this statement, which it is not for us to judge – that right belongs solely to Allah.  

The Prophet (saw) warned Khalid ibn Waleed, “I have not been ordered to investigate the hearts of the people nor to rip open their bellies.” (Bukhari) 

Also, Allah says:

فَذَكِّرْ إِنَّمَا أَنتَ مُذَكِّرٌ لَّسْتَ عَلَيْهِم بِمُصَيْطِرٍ إِلَّا مَن تَوَلَّى وَكَفَرَ فَيُعَذِّبُهُ اللَّهُ  الْعَذَابَ الْأَكْبَرَإِنَّ إِلَيْنَا إِيَابَهُمْ ثُمَّ إِنَّ عَلَيْنَا حِسَابَهُمْ

So remind them (O Muhammad (saw), you are only a one who reminds. You are not a dictator over them. Save the one who turns away and disbelieves.  Then Allah will punish him with the greatest punishment.  Verily, to s will be their return; then verily, for Us will be their reckoning. (88:21-26)
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� Sal’Allahu Alayhee Wa Salaam – May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him


� Ibn Hajar is the scholar who has a book called Fath-ul-Bari, which is an explanation and commentary on all of the hadith recorded in Imam Bukhari’s book, “Sahih.”





