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Hadith # 9


Abu Hurayrah relates that he heard Allah’s Messenger (saw
) say: “Whatever I prohibit you from doing, refrain from it, and whatever I command you to do, do of it what you are able. Those who came before you only perished on account of their excessive questioning and their disagreeing with their Prophets.” [Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim]

“Whatever the Messenger gives you take it, and whatever he forbids you abstain from it.” [Surah al-Hashr: 7]
Who was Abu Huraira?

His original name was Abdush-Shams (slave of the sun) and was later given the name Abdur-Rahman by the Prophet (saw); thus, he was Abdur-Rahman ibn Sakhr ibn al-Dausi.  He was born 18 years before hijra, accepted Islam in 7 A.H. and died in 59 A.H.  He was known as “father of kittens” because he used to take care of many cats and they used to even hide in the sleeves of his outer-garment. 

His name is very well known due the fact that he has narrated more authentic hadith than any other person, 5374 in total.  So his main contribution to the Muslim Ummah was in the study of hadith.  Politically he isolated himself, but accepted the post of Governor of Bahrain under the caliphate of Umar ibn al-Khattab.
Why Did the Prophet (saw) make this Statement?
Abu Huraira narrates, “The Prophet (saw) once addressed us by saying, “O people, Allah has made the Hajj obligatory on you.” A man questioned, “Every year?” The Prophet (saw) remained quiet and the man continued to ask his questions, three times.  The Prophet (saw) finally replied, “If I were to say, “yes,” it would become obligatory on you and you wouldn’t be able to do this.  So, leave me with I what I have left you with.” (Sahih Muslim)
Prohibition & Command
The word used in the hadith, Nahi, refers to something being forbidden.  However, there are two types of ‘forbidden’ in fiqh studies – kiraaha (which is the same as makrooh) and tahreemi (which is the same as haraam).  In the case of this hadith, the Prophet (saw) is referring specifically to major sins such as adultery, drinking of alcohol, stealing, etc.  As for issues of kiraaha/makrooh, we mentioned in hadith #6 that it is better for a person to avoid the makrooh in order to strengthen their relationship with Allah.

The second word “amar” refers to a command, which can be of two types.  Eejab refers to an compulsory act, while nadab or mandubat  refers to a recommended act.  The context of this hadith indicates that the Prophet (saw) is commanding obligatory acts such as salat, siam and zakat.  As for the recommended acts, doing them will increase a person’s relationship with Allah.

On this issue, the Prophet (saw), “O people, perform such acts as you are capable of doing, for Allah does not grow weary but you will get tired.” (Muslim) In another hadith, the Prophet (saw) said, “The acts most pleasing to Allah are those which are done continuously, even if they are small.” [Imam Muslim]
Being Able To Do

The ability of a person to perform an obligatory act is based upon his/her own limitations that are legitimate.  This is a case-by-case situation and so the Muslim is reminded that he/she is accountable and while a person may be able to fool the people, a person can never fool Allah.  
An example of limitations may occur for the diabetic who cannot fast a full day.  In this case the fast is no longer an obligation, but the kifara
 must still be paid.  Once again, however, the kifara can only be paid if the person is able to do so.

Also, a person is so sick that he/she cannot stand to pray.  In this case the Prophet (saw) allowed for a person to pray sitting or even lying down (Bukhari).  

This meaning reflects the verse on the Qur’an: “On no soul does Allah place a burden greater than it can bear.” [Surah al-Baqarah, 2:286]  It implies difficulty in that it also means: “You are obligated to do what is commanded of you to the fullest extent of your abilities.” 

This principle is embodied in the Qur’ân in the verse: “So keep your duty to Allah and fear Him as much as you are able.” [Surah al-Taghabun 64:16]
The Sequence of Speech

What many scholars have noted in the explanation of this hadith is that the Prophet (saw) was very careful to first deny entry into the forbidden acts and then to command entry into obligatory acts, relative to one’s own capability.  The importance of this is that while people may find excuses from the obligatory acts, there is absolutely no excuse whatsoever for indulging in the haraam acts.  

So a person can pray, give zakat
 and perform hajj
, but this is not enough for the woman who refuses to wear the hijab, nor is it enough to save a man who consumes alcohol or gambles.  In our times, we find many Muslims who love to show their superiority by talking about the excellence of using miswak
 or wearing the shmogh
, or keeping their pants above their ankles – yet, these same Muslims are involved in ghiba
 and nameemah
 as if they were building a career on these sins.  By the same token, there are those people who claim that their good manners and morals make them superior to most Muslims, and then they themselves abandon the salat
 and siam
.

In essence, what the Prophet (saw) is saying is that it is a greater sin to indulge in the haraam than to miss a fard act.  As such, the person who is pious and avoids the haraam because of their piety only encourages and is encouraged toward the obligatory acts.  
The Prophet (saw) said, “Protect yourself from the forbidden acts and you will be the one who worships (Allah) the most, out of all the people.  Be happy with what Allah has given you and you will be the richest of the people.  Be good to your neighbour and you will be a believer.  Love for the people what you love for yourself and you will be a Muslim. Do not laugh too much for too much laughing kills the heart. (Ahmad)
Excessive Questioning

O you who believe! Ask not about things which, if made plain to you, may cause you trouble. But if you ask about them while the Qur'an is being revealed, they will be made plain to you. Allah has forgiven that, and Allah is Oft-​Forgiving, Most Forbearing. 
(Al-Ma'idah 5:101)
Asking questions about issues in Islam is not, in and of itself, a bad thing.  In fact, we are encouraged by Allah throughout the Qur’an to question, to seek, to experience, to explore, to reflect, to understand and to implement knowledge.  However, it is the intention behind the questioning that must be pure, sincere and for the benefit of the people.  

During the time of the Prophet (saw) many of the hypocrites would put forth questions designed to cause confusion and to cause the disease of disbelief in peoples’ hearts.  The Prophet (saw) addressed this by stating, “The Muslim with the greatest sin with respect to the other Muslims is the one who asked about something which was not forbidden, but became forbidden due to his questioning.” (Muslim)

In this regard, we also have to be weary of asking questions that have no relevance and, perhaps, no direct answer.  For example, which direction does a person face when praying on the moon?  Or even the excessiveness of today’s Muslims in determining if food is halal, to the point where they question if the lecithin being used in an O Henry chocolate bar is halal.  Another type of useless questioning is asking about hypothetical things that haven’t happened.  In this case, we should first ask, “Has it happened?  If not, then let’s worry about that when it happens.” 
Disagreeing with their Prophets

Throughout the Qur’an, Allah has revealed to use stories about past nations so that we can learn from their mistakes.  We cannot change history, we can only learn from it.  In this respect, the Qur’an is used as a tool for learning about and improving the human condition.  Under no circumstances should the Qur’an be used as a tool to preach and breed hatred and prejudice.  

An example which is sufficient to clearly illustrate what the Prophet (saw) is saying is found in the Noble Qur’an: 

And (remember) when Musa (Moses) said to his people: "Verily, Allah commands you that you slaughter a cow." They said, "Do you make fun of us?" He said, "I take Allah’s Refuge from being among Al-Jahilun (the ignorant or the foolish)."  They said, "Call upon your Lord for us that He may make plain to us what it is!" He said, "He says, 'Verily, it is a cow neither too old nor too young, but (it is) between the two conditions', so do what you are commanded."  They said, "Call upon your Lord for us to make plain to us its colour." He said, "He says, 'It is a yellow cow, bright in its colour, pleasing to the beholders.' “They said, "Call upon your Lord for us to make plain to us what it is. Verily to us all cows are alike, and surely, if Allah wills, we will be guided."  He [Musa (Moses)] said, "He says, 'It is a cow neither trained to till the soil nor water the fields, sound, having no other colour except bright yellow.' “They said, "Now you have brought the truth." So they slaughtered it though they were near to not doing it. (Al-Baqarah 2:67-71)

The Prevention of Harm

Going back to the earlier section of how the Prophet (saw) worded the sequence of forbiddance over compliance is significant in understanding that the Shar’iyah is more concerned with the prevention of harm and illness to society.  Prohibition of forbidden acts will, at the very least, stop negativity from entering into a society.  In the study of Shar’iyah, the purpose of Islamic Law is for 5 reasons:

	Protection of…
	Because of…

	Honour, family lineage, chastity
	Zina

	ad-Deen, the true way of life
	Islam

	Wealth, properties
	Riba, gambling, stealing

	al-Akle, the human mind
	intoxicants

	Body
	Murder, assault


Allah confirms this concept in the Noble Qur’an:
They ask you (O Muhammad) concerning alcoholic drink and gambling. Say: "In them is a great sin and (some) benefit for men, but the sin of them is greater than their benefit." (al-Baqarah 2:219)

Denial of One’s Obligations 
There are those Muslims who deny their obligatory duties in Islam based on the following verse in the Noble Qur’an which was mentioned earlier: 

So keep your duty to Allah and fear Him as much as you are able; listen and obey; and spend in charity; that is better for yourselves. And whosoever is saved from his own covetousness
 is the successful one. (At-Taghabun 64:16)

When the first part of this verse is taken out of context, a person can use it to escape from performing obligatory duties.  However, Allah does continue the verse by exhorting human beings to obey the command of Allah.  Further, Allah gives an example of obedience by commanding us to pay zakat and sadaqah.   

Lastly, it is important to take the Qur’anic message as a whole, in order to balance thought and reflection – this will prevent misinterpretation.  In this light, we should also look at this verse:

O you who believe! Have taqwa of Allah and keep your duty to Him according to His right upon you. And when death comes to you, die as a Muslim in a state of Islam. (ali-Imran, 3:102).
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� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhee wa Salaam – May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him


� Kifara – the monetary expiation for not filling the obligatory act of fasting, which is to feed one poor person for every day that has been missed for a legitimate reason.


� Zakat – poor alms that are obligatory on every Muslim’s excess wealth; paid on an annual basis at a rate of 2.5%


� Hajj – the obligatory act of pilgrimage to Mecca during the month of Dhul-Hijja, only if one is able to afford this trip


� Miswak or Siwak – a small twig from the Arak tree (� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvadora_persica" \o "Salvadora persica" �Salvadora persica�) that is used to strengthen teeth and gums; there are numerous authentic hadith to show that this is part of strongly practiced sunnah of the Prophet (saw) and is part of the natural fitrah, along with cutting of the nails, hair, circumcision of the male, etc. 


� Shmogh – the red & white checkered headdress of Saudi Arabia, and other Arab nations; also known as an Emamah


� Ghiba – Backbiting:  To share true, but private, information about someone who is not present in a gathering.


� Nameemah – Slander: To lie about a person who is not present in a gathering 


� Salat - prayer


� Siam - fasting


� Greed, Materialism, Wrongful Desire





