Major Sin # 24: Highway Robbery
إِنَّمَا جَزَاء الَّذِينَ يُحَارِبُونَ اللّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ وَيَسْعَوْنَ فِي الأَرْضِ فَسَادًا أَن يُقَتَّلُواْ أَوْ يُصَلَّبُواْ أَوْ تُقَطَّعَ أَيْدِيهِمْ وَأَرْجُلُهُم مِّنْ خِلافٍ أَوْ يُنفَوْاْ مِنَ الأَرْضِ ذَلِكَ لَهُمْ خِزْيٌ فِي الدُّنْيَا وَلَهُمْ فِي الآخِرَةِ عَذَابٌ عَظِيمٌ

The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and His Messenger and do mischief in the land is only that they shall be killed or crucified or their hands and their feet be cut off on the opposite sides, or be exiled from the land. That is their disgrace in this world, and a great torment is theirs in the Hereafter. (Al-Ma'idah 5:33)
According to Imam Malik and Imam Shafi’i, this also includes committing murder, robbery and using violence against the believers.  Ibn Abbas points out that there are four punishments prescribed of which one will be meted out by the ruling judge – according to Imam Shafi’i the punishment should fit the crime.  In terms of “opposite sides,” the practice of Abu Bakr and Umar ibn Al-Khattab was in the following order: right hand ( left foot ( left hand ( right foot.  Finally, Ibn Abbas mentions that incarceration is equivalent to exile.[image: image1.png]
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