
Jinn
Class Five
What do Jinn/Devils look like?

First of all they are UGLY!  Allah mentions in the Quran that the devils look like an ugly tree in Hell: “Verily, it is a tree [called the tree of Zaqqoom] that springs out of the bottom of Hell; the shoots of its fruit stalks are like the heads of the shayateen (devils).” (37:64-65)

Further, the devils have two horns as is mentioned in this warning from the Prophet (saw) who said: “Pray Fajr, then stop praying until the sun has risen and is above the horizon, for when it rises, it rises between the horns of the shaytan and that point the kufar prostrate to it.  Then pray (after that), because the prayer is witnessed and attended (by angels).” [this is a reference to salat ul shurooq]  Then, the Prophet (saw) forbade praying after Asr, “Until the sun sets, for it sets between the two horns of the shaytan and that point the kufar prostrate to it. (Sahih Muslim 1/569 no. 832)

Do Jinn Eat and Drink?

(Sahih Muslim 1/332 no. 450) Ibn Mas’ood (ra) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said: “A caller from among the jinn came to me and I went with him and recited Qruan to them.  The Jinn then took us and showed us their footsteps and the traces of their fires.  They asked him for provision and he (the Prophet (saw)) said: ‘You will have every bone over which the name of Allah has been mentioned; when it falls into your hands it will have plenty of meat on it.  And all droppings are food for your animals.’  Then the Messenger of Allah (saw) said: ‘Do not use them (bones and dung) to clean yourselves after relieving yourselves, for they are the food of your brothers.’”
Furthermore, the Jinn eat with their left hands as is mentioned by the Prophet (saw) who said: “When any one of you eats, let him/her eat with his/her right hand and when he/she drink, let him/her drink with his/her right hand, for the shaytan eats with his left hand and drinks with his left hand.” (Sahih Muslim 3/1597 no. 2020)

Furthermore, some scholars have understood that the Jinn’s drink is alcohol, based on the following ayat from the Quran (5:90) – “O you who believe!  Intoxicants [of al kinds] and gambling and al-Ansaab [stone altars for offering sacrifices to idols, jinn, etc.] and al-Azlaam [arrows for seeking luck or decision] are an abomination of Shaytan’s handiwork.”

Do Jinn get married and have kids?

Firstly, the Jinn are capable of sexual intercourse, as is mentioned in the Noble Quran (55:56) – “…with whom no man or jinni has had “tamth” (sexual intercourse) before them.”
Secondly, the Jinn do have offspring, as is mentioned in the Noble Quran (18:50) – “Will you then take him [Iblees] and his offspring as protectors and helpers rather then Me, while they are enemies to you?”

Thirdly, we will mention again that it is indeed possible for Humans & Jinn to engage in sexual intercourse and this is supported by Ibn Taymiya’s statement: “Humans and jinn may get married and may produce children; this happens often and is well known.” (Majmoo’ al-Fatawa 19/39)  However, it is considered Makrooh by Imam Malik and haraam by the majority of others.

However, there are those who dispute this statement because of Allah’s statement: “And among His Signs is this – that He created for you wives from among yourselves…” (30:21)

Do Jinn die?

We know that all beings will die as part of the signs for the Day of Resurrection, based on the following ayat: “Whatsoever is on it [the Earth] will perish…” (55:26-28)

Furthemore, it is possible for humans to kill Jinn!  Khalid bin Waleed killed the female devil of “Al – Uzza,” which is the tree that was worshipped by the pagan Arabs.  Also, when Jinn take the form of snakes and dogs they can be killed in that form.
Where do Jinn live?

The Jinn live in isolated, uninhabited areas that are usually filthy, dirty and deserted places.  Further, they live in bathrooms, garbage dumps and even graveyards.  As a result it is highly recommended for us to stay away from these places and, if we must, we should say the du’a of going to the washroom.  Moreover, the marketplace/malls are not the best places either – as one of the sahabis (Salman) recommended not the be the first person to enter, or the last person to leave the marketplace because it is the battle-ground of the devils and in it he sets up his banner (Sahih Muslim 4/1906 no.2451).

The devils can stay in our homes, but they can be immediately expelled by mentioned Allah’s name (Bismillah) and by reciting Sura tul Baqara.

What is the mode of transportation for the Jinn?

From the previous hadith regarding their food, it was made clear that the jinn do have animals.  Seconly, shaytan does have an army and an infantry by which to harm us, as is mentioned in the Noble Quran (17:64) – “…make assaults on them with your cavalry and your infantry.”
In terms of animals, the Messenger of Allah (saw) said: “The camel was created from the devils and behind every camel there is a devil.” (Saheeh al Jami’ 2/52 – HASAN MURSAL).  

This is, perhaps, why the Messenger of Allah said: “Do not pray in the places where camels sit, for they are from the devils; but pray in the sheep pens, for they are a blessing.” (Saheeh, Sunnan Abi Dawood 1/37, no. 169)
Others, however, have argued that what the Prophet (saw) meant by camels being from the devils is actually a referral to the aggressive and difficult nature of the camel – this is based on the ayat 21:30 “And We have made from water every living thing.”
What are the Abilities of the Jinn?

1. The ability to move quickly from one place to another

We mentioned in an earlier class the story of Prophet Sulayman (as) who asked for the throne of the Queen of Sheeba (Bilqis) and an ifreet from among the jinn did that for him in less then the twinkling of an eye.  This is important because while Sulayman (as) was located in Jerusalem, the Queen of Sheeba was located in Yemen. (Quran 27:39-40)

2. They can fly into space and did this before humans

The jinn used to eavesdrop in the heavens as is mentioned in 72:8-9 “And we have sought to reach the heaven, but found it filled with stern guards and flaming fires.  And verily we used to sit there in stations, to [steal] a hearing, but any who listens now will find a flaming fire watching him in ambush.”

3. Their knowledge of building and handicrafts

The jinn worked for Prophet Sulayman (as) and built his palace for him, which was pure glass.  Allah mentions this in 34:12-13 – “And there were jinn that worked in front of him, by the Leave of his Lord.  And whosoever of them turned aside from Our Command, We shall cause him to taste the torment of the blazing Fire.  They worked for him as he desired, [building] high rooms, images, basins as large as reservoirs and [cooking] cauldrons fixed [in their places].

4. Their ability to change shape

The jinn can take the form of human beings, black dogs and black snakes.  The evidence is as follows:
“And [remember] when Satan made their [evil] deeds seem fair to them and said, ‘No one of mankind can overcome you this day [of the battle of Badr] and verily, I am your neighbour [for each and every help].’ But when the two forces came in sight of each other, he ran away and said, ‘Verily, I have nothing to do with you.  Verily, I see what you see not.  Verily, I fear Allah.” (Quran 8:48)

A. Narrated Abu Huraira:  Allah's Apostle deputed me to keep Sadaqat (al-Fitr) of Ramadan. A comer came and started taking handfuls of the foodstuff (of the Sadaqa) (stealthily). I took hold of him and said, "By Allah, I will take you to Allah's Apostle ." He said, "I am needy and have many dependents, and I am in great need." I released him, and in the morning Allah's Apostle asked me, "What did your prisoner do yesterday?" I said, "O Allah's Apostle! The person complained of being needy and of having many dependents, so, I pitied him and let him go." Allah's Apostle said, "Indeed, he told you a lie and he will be coming again." I believed that he would show up again as Allah's Apostle had told me that he would return. So, I waited for him watchfully. When he (showed up and) started stealing handfuls of foodstuff, I caught hold of him again and said, "I will definitely take you to Allah's Apostle. He said, "Leave me, for I am very needy and have many dependents. I promise I will not come back again." I pitied him and let him go. 

In the morning Allah's Apostle asked me, "What did your prisoner do." I replied, "O Allah's Apostle! He complained of his great need and of too many dependents, so I took pity on him and set him free." Allah's Apostle said, "Verily, he told you a lie and he will return." I waited for him attentively for the third time, and when he (came and) started stealing handfuls of the foodstuff, I caught hold of him and said, "I will surely take you to Allah's Apostle as it is the third time you promise not to return, yet you break your promise and come." He said, "(Forgive me and) I will teach you some words with which Allah will benefit you." I asked, "What are they?" He replied, "Whenever you go to bed, recite "Ayat-al-Kursi"-- 'Allahu la ilaha illa huwa-l-Haiy-ul Qaiyum' till you finish the whole verse. (If you do so), Allah will appoint a guard for you who will stay with you and no satan will come near you till morning. " So, I released him. In the morning, Allah's Apostle asked, "What did your prisoner do yesterday?" I replied, "He claimed that he would teach me some words by which Allah will benefit me, so I let him go." Allah's Apostle asked, "What are they?" I replied, "He said to me, 'Whenever you go to bed, recite Ayat-al-Kursi from the beginning to the end ---- Allahu la ilaha illa huwa-lHaiy-ul-Qaiyum----.' He further said to me, '(If you do so), Allah will appoint a guard for you who will stay with you, and no satan will come near you till morning.' (Abu Huraira or another sub-narrator) added that they (the companions) were very keen to do good deeds. The Prophet said, "He really spoke the truth, although he is an absolute liar. Do you know whom you were talking to, these three nights, O Abu Huraira?" Abu Huraira said, "No." He said, "It was Satan."  (Sahih Bukhari Volume 3, Book 38, Number 505) 
B. Abu as-Sa'ib, the freed slaved of Hisham b. Zuhra, said that he visited Abu Sa'id Khudri in his house, (and he further) said: I found him saying his prayer, so I sat down waiting for him to finish his prayer when I heard a stir in the bundles (of wood) lying in a comer of the house. I looked towards it and found a snake. I jumped up in order to kill it, but he (Abu Sa'id Khudri) made a gesture that I should sit down. So I sat down and as he finished (the prayer) he pointed to a room in the house and said: Do you see this room? I said: Yes. He said: There was a young man amongst us who had been newly wedded. We went with Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) (to participate in the Battle) of Trench when a young man in the midday used to seek permission from Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) to return to his family. One day he sought permission from him and Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) (after granting him the permission) said to him: Carry your weapons with you for I fear the tribe of Quraiza (may harm you). The man carried the weapons and then came back and found his wife standing between the two doors. He bent towards her smitten by jealousy and made a dash towards her with a spear in order to stab her. She said: Keep your spear away and enter the house until you see that which has made me come out. He entered and found a big snake coiled on the bedding. He darted with the spear and pierced it and then went out having fixed it in the house, but the snake quivered and attacked him and no one knew which of them died first, the snake or the young man. We came to Allah's Apostle (may peace be upon him) and made a mention to him and said: Supplicate to Allah that that (man) may be brought back to life. Thereupon he said: Ask forgiveness for your companion and then said: There are in Medina jinns who have accepted Islam, so when you see any one of them, pronounce a warning to it for three days, and if they appear before you after that, then kill it for that is a devil. (Sahih Muslim Book 026, Number 5557)
C. There is a type of snake which can be killed immediately: The Prophet (saw) said: “Do not kill snakes, except for the short-tailed or mutilated-tailed snake with two white lines on its back, for it causes miscarriages and loss of vision, so kill it.” (Sahih Bukhari 4/1756, no. 2236) 
5.   Satan flows in us, just like our blood
(Sahih Bukhari 13/159, no. 7171) The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: The Shaytan flows through the children of Adam like blood.”
What are the Weaknesses of the Jinn?
1. The ARE weak

From the Noble Quran (4:76): Ever feeble indeed is the plot of Satan.

2. They have no authority of righteous servants of Allah

From 15:39-40 {Satan said: “O my Lord!  Because You have misled me, I shall indeed adorn the path of error for them [mankind] on the earth and I shall mislead them all; except Your chosen, [guided] slaves among them.} it is obvious that pious servants of Allah are protected by Allah.
Further, Allah has made it clear that the devils target the kufar – “See you not that We have sent the devils against the disbelievers to push them to do evil.” (19:83)

But can even the pious be infected?  Only by the leave of Allah and for the specific reason of testing and raising of one’s status in the Eyes of Allah – (34:21) “And he [Iblees] had no authority over them, except that We might test him who believes in the Hereafter, from him who is in doubt about it.”

Furthermore, if one is a pious believer who sins, then this sin can cause their demise.  This is exemplified in the following story from the Noble Quran (7:175-176) – And recite (O Muhammad SAW) to them the story of him to whom We gave Our Ayât (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.), but he threw them away, so Shaitân (Satan) followed him up, and he became of those who went astray. And had We willed, We would surely have elevated him therewith but he clung to the earth and followed his own vain desire. So his description is the description of a dog: if you drive him away, he lolls his tongue out, or if you leave him alone, he (still) lolls his tongue out. Such is the description of the people who reject Our Ayât (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.). So relate the stories, perhaps they may reflect.
3. The devils are afraid of some humans
(Sahih Bukhari 6/339, no. 3294) The Prophet (saw) said to Umar ibn Al-Khataab: “By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, no devil sees you walking alonga path, but he takes a different paths.”

4. How the Jinn were subjugated to Prophet Sulayman (as) 
“So We subjected to him the wind; it blew gently by his order whithersoever he willed; and also the shayateen from the jinn [including] every kind of builder and diver and also others bound in fetters.” (Quran 38:36-38)

This was not done except by the leave of Allah and due to the du’a of Sulayman (Quran 38:35) “And bestow upon me a kingdom such as shall not belong to any other me.”

It is imperative to note, very strongly, that Sulayman (as) was a prophet of Allah and not a soothsayer or sorcerer and Allah clears him of this in the Quran (2:102) – “They followed what the devils gave out [falsely of the magic] in the lifetime of Sulayman.  Sulayman did not disbelieve, but the devils disbelieved.”

5. They cannot perform miracles or appear as 
The Prophet (saw) 

(Noble Quran 26:210-212) And it is not the devils that have brought it [the Quran] down.  Neither would it suit them, nor can they [produce it].  Verily, they have been far removed from hearing it.
(Sahih Bukhari 12/383, no. 6993) The Prophet (saw) said: Whoever sees me in a dream has indeed seen me, for the Shaytan cannot appear in my form.

6. Like Humans, they are limited to the confines of the Universe (ie. the heaven of this world) 
55:33-35 – O Assembly of Jinn and Men!  If you have power to pass beyond the zones of the heaven and the earth, then pass beyond [them]!  But, you will never be able to pass them, except with authority [from Allah]!  Then which of the Blessings of your Lord will you both [jinn and men] deny?  There will be sent against you both, smokeless flames of fire and [molten] brass and you will not be able to defend yourselves.

7. The cannot walk through a door which has been locked with Bismillah recited

(Sahih Bukhari 6/350, no. 3304) The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: “When night falls (or, when the evening comes) keep your children inside, for the devils spread out at that time.  Then, when one hour of the night has passed, let them out again and lock the doors and mention the name of Allah – for the Shaytan cannot open a locked door.

Again, (Sahih Muslim 3/1594, no. 2012) The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: Cover your vessels and tie up your water skins and lock the door and extinguish the lamps, for the Shaytan cannot undo the tied-up water skin, or open a door, or uncover a vessel.
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