
Jinn
Class Four

Can we see the Jinn?

Once again, no human being can see the Jinn in their natural form, except for a Prophet.  This is based on the opinion of Imam Shafi’ee, Ibn Hazm, Ibn Hajar, al-Bayaqee and others, as well as the verse in the Noble Quran 7:27 “He (Satan) and his tribe watch you from a position where you cannot see them.”

What about animals?  Yes, animals can sense the presence of the Jinn and can actually see them.  This is evident in the following hadiths:

The Prophet (saw
) said: If you hear the barking of a dog or the braying of a donkey at night, seek refuge in Allah from Satan, because they see what you do not. (Ahmad and Abu Dawood).

The Prophet (saw) said: When you hear a donkey braying, seek refuge in Allah, from Satan, for he has seen a devil. (Bukahri & Muslim)

Categories of Jinn

The Prophet (saw) said there are 3 types of jinn: one type which flies in the air all of the time, another type which exists as snakes and dogs, and an earthbound type which resides in one place or wanders about. (at-Tabaree)

Aerial Jinn
Abdullah ibn Abbas related an incident told to him by another companion of the Prophet (saw) who said: One night while we were sitting with Allah’s Messenger (saw) a falling meteor gave off a dazzling light, so the Prophet (saw) asked, “What did you say in pre-Islamic days about such occurrences?”  The people replied, “Allah and His Messenger know best, but we used to say that on such a night a great man was born and a great man died.”  Allah’s Messenger (saw) then said, “These meteors are not sent at either the death or birth of anyone.  Rather, when Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, decides to do something, He issues a command and then the angels bearing the throne and those in the heavens next to them glorify and praise Him, until the glorification of Allah reaches those in the heaven of this world.  The angels near the throne-bearers then ask [to those who are the actual throne bearers], “What has your Lord said?”  They inform them of what He has said and those in the heavens [below] seek and relay the information from them until it reaches the heaven of this world.  While the information is being transferred the jinn snatch what they manage to overhear and carry it to their friends.  When the angels spot the jinn, they attack them with meteors.  If they (the jinn) were to narrate only what they overhear, it would all be correct; however, they add to it and mix it with lies.” (Bukhari & Muslim)

[This can be verified by another hadith in Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, A’isha (ra) said that she asked the Prophet (saw) about how it is that the fortune-tellers sometimes foretell something which turns out to be true. He replied, that’s the word of truth that the Jinn manage to catch, and so he comes and whispers in the ear of the fortune-teller, and to one truth he adds one hundred lies.]
Furthermore, this concept is strengthened with 2 verses from the Noble Quran:
72:8-9; We [the jinn] had sought out the heavens, but found it filled with strong guardians and meteors.  We used to sit on high places in order to listen, but whoever listens now finds a flame waiting for him.

15:17-18; And We (Allah) have guarded it [the heavens] from every cursed devil, except the one who is able to snatch a hearing and he is pursued by a brightly burning flame.

Lastly, when the Prophet (saw) and a group of his companions set out for the Ukaath market (in Ta’if), the devils were blocked from hearing information in the heavens.  Meteors were let loose on them, so they returned to their people.  When their people asked what had happened they told them.  Some suggested that something big must have happened and so they spread all over the Earth to figure it out.  Some of them came across the Prophet (saw) and his companions and heard the Quranic recitation during prayer.  The jinn said among themselves that this must the big event that those other jinn were blocked from hearing.  When they returned to their people, they told them “Verily we have heard a marvelous Quran.  It guides unto righteousness, so we have believed in it and we will never make partners with our Lord. (Sahih Bukhari and their quotation is in the Noble Quran 72:1-2).

Animal Jinn

The Prophet (saw) said, “Madeenah has in it a group of jinn who became Muslims, so whoever sees any snakes [in their homes] should request it to leave three times.  If any of them appear after that, he should kill it, because it is a devil.” (Sahih Muslim).
Also, Jinn can appear in the form of dogs: Abu Dharr quoted the Messenger of Allah (saw) as saying, “When any of you stands for prayer, it should be towards something that shields him (equivalent in height to the back of a saddle [oral notes accompany this part]) otherwise his prayer will be broken by the passing of a donkey, a woman or a black dog.”  Abu Dharr’s student asked, “What is the differences between a black dog, a red dog and tan-coloured dog?”  Abu Dharr replied, “O my nephew, I also asked Allah’s Messenger (saw) as you are asking me and he said, ‘The black dog is a devil.’” (Bukhari & Muslim)

I’ve heard that camels are made from the same fire as jinn?  There is a hadith in Abu Dawood (which is authentic) and the Prophet (saw) said, “Do not offer prayer in camel pens, because they are [created] from the devils.”  However, it is important to note here that according to the majority of the muhadittheen that the Prophet (saw) meant that devils accompany camels.

Earthbound Jinn

1. The Qareen: The word “Qareen” means “companion” and this type of jinn is specifically created for each and every human being; all of us are assigned one qareen who whispers to us and instigates us to give into our lower desires AND we are all assigned one angel who does the exact opposite.  This is according to the hadith in Sahih Muslim where the Prophet (saw) said, “Everyone of you has been assigned a companion from the jinn” The companions then asked, “Even you, O Messenger of Allah?” And the Prophet (saw) replied, “Even me, except Allah has helped me against him and he has submitted.  Now, he only tells me to do good.”

2. The regular Jinn: According to Abdullah ibn Mas’ood, the Prophet (saw) said, “An emissary from the Jinn came to me and asked me to accompany him, so I went with him and recited the Quran to his tribe.”  The Prophet (saw) then took Abdullah ibn Mas’ood and the other companions and showed them the tracks and remnants of the fires of the jinn tribe.  The jinn tribe had asked the Prophet (saw) to specify food for them, and the Prophet (saw) said: “You may have as meat every bone on which Allah’s name has been mentioned which falls into your hands and for your animals every animal dropping.”  The Prophet (saw) then turned to the companions and said, “So do not wipe yourselves clean with them (bones) for they are provisions for your brothers.” (Sahih Muslim)

Do the Jinn have families?  

First of all, we need to establish that jinn have 2 genders like us: male and female.  This is evident from the du’a that we are to make before going to the toilet “O Allah, surely I seek refuge in you from the evil male and female jinn. (Sahih Bukhari).  Secondly, we need to establish that jinn can have sexual intercourse and this is found in the Noble Quran (55:74): Maidens of Paradise, whom no man or jinnee before has deflowered.  Finally, we need to make certain that jinn can reproduce offspring and this is confirmed in the Noble Quran, 18:50 – Will you then take him [Satan] and his children as protectors besides Me?  And they are enemies to you!”

What about Free Will?

The Jinn have been given a free will, just like humans, and are responsible for their choices and will be judged according to their intentions, just like human beings.  This is mentioned in the Noble Quran in Surah Jinn, verses 14 to 15 “And there among us [jinn] Muslims and others who deviate from justice; and whoever accepts Islam has sought out the right path.  As for those who deviate, they will be firewood for the Hellfire.

These deviating jinn are referred to as ‘devils’ or ‘shayateen.’  
Moreover, among these deviant jinns there is one type of jinn called “Ifreet” who are very crafty and conniving.  
Another category are called “hinn” and this includes the weakest jinn (in terms of power, etc.) and the ones who turn into dogs. 
 Lastly, there are the jinn who are called “ghouls” (singular) or “gheelan” (plural) and these type of jinn appear before humans and rapidly change their shape; The Prophet (saw) said, “If the gheelan appear before you and transform themselves before you, call the adhan.” (Ahmad).

Relationship with Humans

Dreams & Thoughts
The Jinn have the ability to affect us while we are dreaming.  The Prophet (saw) discussed this issue when he (saw) said: If one of you sees a dream which pleases him, it is from Allah, so let him praise Allah and speak about it.  But if he sees other things which he dislikes, it is from Satan, so let him seek refuge in Allah and not mention it to anyone and it will not harm him.” (Sahih Bukhari) 
Furthermore, when a person becomes strong in iman the shayateen like to play with his/her mind by getting into a person’s thoughts and instigating idle thoughts as the Prophet (saw) said: Satan will come to one of you and say, “Who created this and that?” until he [Satan] asks, “Who created your Lord?”  When a person is faced with these thoughts, one should seek refuge in Allah and stop such idle thoughts. (Sahih Muslim)
Protecting Our Homes

The Prophet (saw) said, “If a man enters his house and remembers Allah while entering and while eating Satan says [to his companions], “There is no place to spend the night and no dinner tonight.”  But if a person enters his house and eats without mentioning the name of Allah, then Satan says, “You have found a place to spend the night and dinner to eat.” (Sahih Muslim). 

Further, the jinn who spend the night in our homes can cause us different types of harm, including causing our houses to catch on fire, as the Prophet (saw) said: When you go to sleep, put out your lamps, because Satan may guide something like a rat to knock over the lamps and cause you to be burned.” (Abu Dawood, Sahih)

How Else Can Satan Play With Our Minds?
Zaynab, the wife of Abdullah ibn Mas’ood reported that once when he saw a cord necklace around her neck and asked what it was, she replied, “It is a cord in which a spell has been placed to help me.”  He (Abdullah, her husband) snatched it away from her neck and broke it and said, “Surely, the family of Abdullah has no need for shirk!  I heard Allah’s Messenger (saw) say, “Verily, spells, talismans and charms are shirk.”  Zaynab replied, “Why are you saying this?  My eye use to have discharge (have allergy-related problems, or something of this sort) and when I went to so-and-so the Jew, he put a spell on it and it stopped discharging!”  Ibn Mas’ood replied, “Verily it was only a devil prodding it with his hand, so when you had it bewitched, he stopped.” (Abu Dawood, Ahmed)

Cohabitation with Jinn (sexual relations)

We have already established that based on 55:74 the Jinn can have sexual intercourse (Maidens of Paradise whom no man or jinnee before them has deflowered).  According to two companions (Mujaahid and al-Hasan) it is possible for the jinn to interfere in the sexual intercourse between 2 human beings, only if the humans forget to mention the name of Allah before beginning their actions.

Apparently, then, it is possible for a human and jinn to beget offspring and to get married and continue with sexual relations.  Is this haraam?  Actually, it is considered haraam by Imam Abu Haneefah and Imam Shafi’ee; however, by Imam Malik it is considered makrooh!

References


“The World of the Jinn & Devils” by Umar al-Ashqar


“The Exorcist Tradition in Islam” by Bilal Phillips


“Sword Against Black Magic & Evil Magicians” by Wahid Abdussalam Bali


“The Jinn” by Ibn Tameeyah


“Al Jinn” by Ahmad Sakr











� Sul’Allahu ‘alayhee wa salaam (peace be upon him)





