
Jinn

Class One
Before diving into the topic of “Jinn,” it is important for us to understand the 3 main creatures that Allah has created: Human, Jinn & Angels.

Human Beings

The human being is composed of 3 aspects:

1. Hayaah: which refers to “life” itself, or existence. 
2. Rooh: which refers to the “life-force” or “life-spirit” as is mentioned in the Noble Quran, 58:22 
· You (O Muhammad SAW) will not find any people who believe in Allâh and the Last Day, making friendship with those who oppose Allâh and His Messenger (Muhammad SAW ), even though they were their fathers, or their sons, or their brothers, or their kindred (people). For such He has written Faith in their hearts, and strengthened them with Rûh (proofs, light and true guidance) from Himself. (Al-Mujadilah 58:22)
3. Nafs: which refers to the actual “soul” of person and is mentioned in the Noble Quran, 4:29, 3:185, 39:42
· And do not kill yourselves (nor kill one another). Surely, Allâh is Most Merciful to you. (An-Nisa 4:29)

· Everyone shall taste death. (Aali Imran 3:185)

· It is Allâh Who takes away the souls at the time of their death, and those that die not during their sleep. He keeps those (souls) for which He has ordained death and sends the rest for a term appointed. Verily, in this are signs for a people who think deeply. (Az-Zumar 39:42)

It is agreed by the majority of scholars that, during sleep, it is the Nafs which leaves the body (while still remaining attached; as if on a rope with extending fibers) to dream.  At the same time, it is the Hayaah and Rooh which remain with the body to keep it alive through breathing and other bodily functions.

The Nafs is the part of the human being which is in control of all that the body does—it is the “conscience,” or the voice in our heads.  As such, the Nafs has been broken into 3 levels:

1. Nafs al Ammaarah: the soul which consistently commands evil, as mentioned in the Noble Quran, 12:53
"And I free not myself (from the blame). Verily, the (human) self is inclined to evil, except when my Lord bestows His Mercy (upon whom He wills). Verily, my Lord is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (Yusuf 12:53)

· It is important to note the authentic hadith in Sahih Bukhari where the Prophet (saw
) said that when a believing person drinks alcohol, or commits adultery, or steals – then his/her iman has left during the time of this evil action and “hovers” above them until they finish the action and start to do good deeds and then the iman slowly returns.
2. Nafs al Lawwaammah: the soul which is self-recriminating, always saying “Why did you do that evil action, shame on you!” as mentioned in the Noble Quran, 75:2
And I swear by the self-reproaching person (a believer). (Al-Qiyamah 75:2)

· In an authentic hadith collected by Imam Ahmad, the Prophet (saw) said, “If your good deeds make you happy and your evil deeds make you feel bad, you are a believer.”

3. Nafs al Mutma’innah: the soul which is at peace, as mentioned in the Noble Quran, 89:27
(It will be said to the pious): "O (you) the one in (complete) rest and satisfaction! (Al-Fajr 89:27)

In terms of a location for the Nafs—according to Shaykh al Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, there is no special location; rather, the Nafs flows throughout our body just like the rooh.  Without the soul there is no life; both the rooh and hayaah are dependent on the living Nafs.

It is important to know that every soul will die, as is stated in the Noble Quran, 3:185:

Everyone shall taste death. And only on the Day of Resurrection shall you be paid your wages in full. And whoever is removed away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise, he indeed is successful. The life of this world is only the enjoyment of deception (a deceiving thing). (Aali Imran 3:185)
Furthermore, it is important to know that every single thing created thing will experience death, as is stated in the Noble Quran, 28:88: And invoke not any other ilâh (god) along with Allâh, Lâ ilâha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He). Everything will perish save His Face. His is the Decision, and to Him you (all) shall be returned. (Al-Qasas 28:88)

So, what happens when the soul dies?  A lot of people believe that the souls of the dead are in contact with the souls of the living.  In fact, there are many movies which talk about “disturbed souls” which must end their suffering before being able to rest in peace.  There are other movies which talk about the “world of the living dead” or the “walking dead.”  All of these concepts are completely false!  In the Noble Quran Allah addresses this issue and makes it clear that all dead souls are kept behind a “barzakh” (a barrier) and they cannot cross over it to enter the land of the living souls, as is mentioned in the Noble Quran 23:99-100, 27:80, 35:22:
· Until, when death comes to one of them (those who join partners with Allâh), he says: "My Lord! Send me back, so that I may do good in that which I have left behind!" No! It is but a word that he speaks, and behind them is Barzakh (a barrier) until the Day when they will be resurrected. (Al-Mu'minun 23:99-100)

· Verily, you cannot make the dead to hear (i.e. benefit them and similarly the disbelievers), nor can you make the deaf to hear the call, when they flee, turning their backs. (An-Naml 27:80)

· Nor are (alike) the living (believers) and the dead (disbelievers). Verily, Allâh makes whom He will hear, but you cannot make hear those who are in graves. (Fatir 35:22)

Is there anything that a dead person can do to still earn good deeds?  When a person dies there is nothing he/she can do.  However, before death a person can set up certain investments which can benefit him/her in the grave: 

1. To leave behind a charity, which brings continuous benefit (investing in a mosque or school or orphanage)

2. To leave behind beneficial knowledge (usually in the form of a book)

3. To leave behind pious children who will pray for him/her
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