
Magic

(((
The Meaning of Sihr – Magic

The word Sihr literally means to make something appear differently then what it really is.  This may also mean changing the status or authority of a person, place or thing.

In the Islamic context, Sihr is the cause of that which has become hidden and makes a thing to appear in another form; the intention behind such an action is to cause deception.  

In relation to our topic, Sihr is when an evil Jinn (Shaytan) enters into a contract with a Magician (a human Shaytan).  In this contract the Magician agrees to commit various illegal and/or polytheistic acts in return for the assistance and obedience of the evil Jinn. 
And so We have appointed for every Prophet enemies - Shayatin (devils) among mankind and jinns, inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion (or by way of deception). If your Lord had so willed, they would not have done it, so leave them alone with their fabrications
. (Al-An'am 6:112)
'And verily, there were men among mankind who took shelter with the masculine among the jinns, but they (jinns) increased them (mankind) in sin and disbelief
. (Al-Jinn 72:6)

Do Jinn Really Exist?
The existence of the Jinn, as a race of beings, is confirmed in both the Qur’an and the authentic narrations of the Prophet (saw
):

Yet, they join the jinns as partners in worship with Allah, though He has created them (the jinns), and they attribute falsely without knowledge sons and daughters to Him. Be He Glorified and Exalted above (all) that they attribute to Him. (Al-An'am 6:100)

O you assembly of jinns and mankind! "Did not there come to you Messengers from amongst you, reciting unto you My Verses and warning you of the meeting of this Day of yours?" They will say: "We bear witness against ourselves." It was the life of this world that deceived them. And they will bear witness against themselves that they were disbelievers. (Al-An'am 6:130)
Say: "If the mankind and the jinns were together to produce the like of this Qur'an, they could not produce the like thereof, even if they helped one another." (Al-Isra 17:88)

And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they should worship Me (Alone). (Adh-Dhariyat 51:56)

A’isha (ra
) reported that the Prophet (saw) said, “Angels were created out of light, Jinn were created from fire and Adam was created out of what has been described to you.” (Ahmad)

Is Magic Real?
Yes – Allah indicates in this Qur’an:

They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulaiman. Sulaiman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that came down at Babylon to the two angels, Harut and Marut, but neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, "We are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)." And from these (angels) people learn that by which they cause separation between man and his wife, but they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah's Leave. And they learn that which harms them and profits them not. And indeed they knew that the buyers of it (magic) would have no share in the Hereafter. And how bad indeed was that for which they sold their own selves, if they but knew. (Al-Baqarah 2:102)

It must be recognized that Allah is the one who controls everything and, thus, the effects of magic cannot work unless Allah allows for it to occur.  

What Does Magic Do?

The effect of magic is that it affects a person’s perception, such that they believe to see what isn’t really happening.  Also, they begin to imagine what is not really occurring – the truth is hidden from them and they only perceive falsehood.  This is evident from the incident with Prophet Musa (as
) and the Magicians of Pharoah:

And indeed We showed him [Fir'aun (Pharaoh)] all Our Signs and Evidences, but he denied and refused.  He [Fir'aun (Pharaoh)] said: "Have you come to drive us out of our land with your magic, O Musa (Moses)?  "Then verily, we can produce magic the like thereof; so appoint a meeting between us and you, which neither we, nor you shall fail to keep, in an open wide place where both shall have a just and equal chance (and beholders could witness the competition)."  [Musa (Moses)] said: "Your appointed meeting is the day of the festival, and let the people assemble when the sun has risen (forenoon)."  So Fir'aun (Pharaoh) withdrew, devised his plot and then came back.  Musa (Moses) said to them: "Woe unto you! Invent not a lie against Allah, lest He should destroy you completely by a torment. And surely, he who invents a lie (against Allah) will fail miserably."  Then they debated with one another as to what they must do, and they kept their talk secret.  They said: "Verily! These are two magicians. Their object is to drive you out from your land with magic, and overcome your chiefs and nobles.  "So devise your plot, and then assemble in line. And whoever overcomes this day will be indeed successful."  They said: "O Musa (Moses)! Either you throw first or we be the first to throw?"  [Musa (Moses)] said: "Nay, throw you (first)!" Then behold, their ropes and their sticks, by their magic, appeared to him as though they moved fast.  So Musa (Moses) conceived a fear in himself.  We (Allah) said: "Fear not! Surely, you will have the upper hand.  And throw that which is in your right hand! It will swallow up that which they have made. That which they have made is only a magician's trick, and the magician will never be successful, no matter whatever amount (of skill) he may attain."  So the magicians fell down prostrate. They said: "We believe in the Lord of Harun (Aaron) and Musa (Moses)." (Ta-Ha 20:56-70)
The reason that the magicians prostrated is because they knew that what they were doing was only deception, designed to confuse one’s perception of truth.  As magicians, they recognized that what Allah had caused to happen was not deception- it was truth.  

Charlatans and Con-Artists have also used a type of magic to deceive people and that is with the ill use of the tongue.  The Prophet (saw) warned us against this – narrated Abdullah bin Umar: Two men came from the East and addressed the people who wondered at their eloquent speeches.  On that Allah's Messenger (saw) said, ‘Some eloquent speech is as effective as magic.' (Bukhari)

Magic & The Prophet (saw)
Narrated 'Aisha:  A man called Labid bin al-A'sam from the tribe of Bani Zaraiq
 worked magic on Allah's Apostle till Allah's Apostle started imagining that he had done a thing that he had not really done. One day or one night he was with us, he invoked Allah and invoked for a long period, and then said, "O 'Aisha! Do you know that Allah has instructed me concerning the matter I have asked him about? Two men came to me and one of them sat near my head and the other near my feet. One of them said to his companion, "What is the disease of this man?" The other replied, "He is under the effect of magic.' The first one asked, 'Who has worked the magic on him?' The other replied, "Labid bin Al-A'sam.' The first one asked, 'What material did he use?' The other replied, 'A comb and the hairs stuck to it and the skin of pollen of a male date palm.' The first one asked, 'Where is that?' The other replied, '(That is) in the well of Dharwan;' " So Allah's Apostle along with some of his companions went there and came back saying, "O 'Aisha, the color of its water is like the infusion of Henna leaves. The tops of the date-palm trees near it are like the heads of the devils." I asked. "O Allah's Apostle? Why did you not show it (to the people)?" He said, "Since Allah cured me, I dislike letting evil spread among the people.
" Then he ordered that the well be filled up with earth. (Bukhari)

The 8 Categories of Sihr
1. Magic of the Chaldeans
 who worshipped the planets; Ibrahim (as) was sent against them.

2. Magic of fantasies and hallucinations

3. Magic involving assistance of the demon jinns / worldly spirits (Sihr of Tashkir)
4. Trickery of the eye

5. Geometric art-work or mechanics – this is NOT evil magic 

6. Medicines and Ointments – this is NOT evil magic

7. Use of authority or eloquent speech to cause others to believe in the magician

8. Slander

Sihr at-Tashkir

In this type of magic the magician (Sahir) must set up a contract with an evil Demon from among the Jinn.  The Sahir agrees to perform specified pagan, polytheistic rituals (in secret or in the open) in return for services.  This can occur in one of eight ways:
1. Al-Iqsam

The Sahir swears by and seeks refuge in the master of the devils (Iblees).  He does this by entering a dark room, while in an impure state
, and lighting an incense stick; the smell of the incense stick determines his intent – meaning a good scent is for inspiring love and a bad scent is for inspiring hatred.  The Sahir praises the demons and seeks refuge in them and swears by them.  The demon Jinn will then appear in front of the sahir or may just speak to him/her.  The sahir would then make a knot with the article he has of the targeted person.  This article may be a lock of hair, a sweaty shirt – anything that contains the person’s DNA traces. 
2. Slaughter

The Sahir performs sacrifice of an animal (specified by the Jinn) and offers it to the demon Jinn.  In this case, the sahir is committing shirk by presenting the slaughter to the Jinn and slaughtering it in the name of the Jinn.  The Prophet (saw) said, “Allah curses he who slaughters a sacrifice to other than Allah.” (Sahih Muslim)  
The spell that the sahir uses to bring about the Jinn contains words of shirk. 

3. As-Sufliyya

This is a very extreme form of shirk and reversion to paganistic rituals and a sahir that employs this method has a large number of demons working for him.  In order to do this the Sahir wears the Qur’an on his feet like shoes and walks all around the toilet while reciting his incantations.  The sahir must also perform heinous, major sins such as homosexuality, adultery, incest and ridiculing of religion.  Indeed, the sahir’s ‘satanic’ actions result in a strong response from the demon Jinn.

4. An-Najasa

In this case the Sahir uses impure, filthy najasa to write verses of the Qur’an.  The najasa may be menses discharge or feces.  He then recites incantations of shirk.
5. At-Tankis

Also known as anagrammatizing, the sahir writes verses of the Qur’an backwards while reciting incantations of shirk.
6. At-Tanjim

Also known as Ar-Rasd which means to observe, the Sahir communicates with a specific star by performing ignorant practices of the past.
7. Al-Kaffu

In this situation the sahir brings a young, non-muqallaf
 child and draws a square around his/her left hand.  The sahir then writes and recites incantations in each of the four corners of the square and then places ink or oil in the actual hand.  Then a piece of paper is put over the child’s face, followed by wrapping up the child in a thick garment.  The sahir begins his evil, shirk-filled incantations and the boy actually sees moving images.  This method is usually used to find lost items.

8. Al-Athar

In this case a person comes to a sahir with an illness and brings along an item that has his/her DNA traces on it (ex. handkerchief, shirt, etc.).  The sahir measures the item’s length and recites short verses from the Qur’an, but recites in a strange, peculiar way.  Then he re-measures the cloth and determines whether the illness is the result of a possession or evil eye.  If not change has occurred in the item’s length, then the person’s illness is due to natural causes.  This is direct communication with a demon Jinn who may be telling a lie.
Sihr Verus Ruqya 

How do you know if a person is doing things according to Islamic practices or is using magic?  A Magician will do one or more of the following:

· Ask for the patient’s mother’s name
· Uses a garment or item that contains the patient’s DNA traces

· Asks for sacrificial animal’s blood 

· Writes or recites unclear, shirk-filled incantations

· Gives the patient incantations written on paper or cloth

· Instructs the patient to be isolated in a dark room 

· Instructs the patient to not touch water for 40 days

· Gives the patient items to bury in the ground

· Gives the patient paper to burn and use as incense of his/her body

· Informs the patient of his personal information upon arrival

· Writes incantations on a piece of paper and instructs the patient to dissolve the 


paper in water and drink the water

Sihr – Halal or Haraam?
According to all scholars, practicing sihr is akin to kufr and removes a person from the fold of Islam.  According to the collection of Imam Ahmad, Umar ibn al-Khattab ordered the killing of every male and female magician.  Further, Imams Ahmad and Shafi’i, and Malik openly declared that the punishment for one caught practicing sihr is death.  According to Imam Abu Hanifa, even a non-Muslim who practices sihr should be killed.  As such, it is easy to conclude that even learning Sihr is unlawful – this was the opinion of Ibn Kathir and Ibn Hajar.
Treating Sihr

Firstly, it is important to note that Sihr can ONLY be cured through Ruqya and CANNOT be cured by magic – sihr cannot cure sihr!  Secondly, the ruqya MUST be according to the Qur’an and authentic Sunnah and that is what follows:


Verses of the Noble Qur’an which are commonly used in Ruqya
 are mentioned below.  These verses are to be read out loud over the patient.  These verses can also be recited and the reciter may spittle in some water which the patient will then drink.  Recitation should occur for an extended period of time over a number of days until the patient is cured.   
1. The Adhan 

2. Sura al-Fatiha

3. Sura al-Baqara 

Verses 1 – 5

4. Sura al-Baqara 

Verse 102

5. Sura al-Baqara 

Verses 163 – 164 

6. Sura al-Baqara 

Verse 255

7. Sura al-Baqara 

Verses 285 – 286 

8. Sura Ali Imran 

Verses 18 – 19 

9. Sura al-A’raf 

Verses 54 – 56 

10. Sura al-A’raf 

Verses 117 – 122

11. Sura Yunus 

Verses 81 – 82 

12. Sura Taha 

Verse 69

13. Sura al-Mu’minun
Verses 115 – 118 

14. Sura as-Saffat

Verses 1 – 10 

15. Sura al-Ahqaf

Verses 29-32

16. Sura ar-Rahman
Verses 33 – 36 

17. Sura al-Hashr

Verses 21 – 24 

18. Sura al-Jinn

Veres 1 – 9 

19. Sura Ikhlas

20. Sura al-Falaq

21. Sura an-Nas
If there is an item of sihr, then the item must be disposed of.  The way to do this is to boil water and recite the following verses into the water and put the object of sihr into the water and then pour the water and the item into some distant location:

Sura al-A’raf
Verses 117 – 122 

Sura Yunus
Verss 81 – 82 

Sura Taha
Verse 69

It must be understood that Ruqya itself is not enough.  If a person continues to perform haraam actions or engage in haraam activities then the Ruqya will have no effect and may make the demon Jinn stronger.  In order for Ruqya to be effective the patient MUST pray, fast, give zakat, wear halal clothing, spend time with Muslims, not listen to music, not drink alcohol, not smoke or do drugs, not womanize or commit fornication/adultery, not commit major sins, not commit shirk, not go to evil locations, not hang out with evil doers, not hang out with non-Muslims, not engage in haraam transactions, etc. 

Common Types of Sihr
1. Sihr at-Tafriq – Seperation 

· Seperation and enmity between the patient and his/her mother, father, 


siblings, friends, spouse, etc.
2. Sihr al-Mahabba – Love

· Excessive love, passion, infatuation

· Excessive need to fill one’s desires

· Extreme lust

· Blind obedience to one’s spouse

· This type of sihr can backfire and lead to severe enmity and hatred

· Addition to the verses of Ruqya is Sura Taghabun, Verses 14-16

· Sometimes this type of sihr requires swallowing a “magic potion” and so 


the verses of Ruqya should be recited over water and the patient should 


drink the water.  The patient then may vomit a red, or yellow, or black 
substance.

3. Sihr at-Takhyil – False appearance of objects (hallucinations) 

· This refers to illusions

· Verses of Ruqya and especially recitation of the Adhan coupled with Sura 


al-Baqara, Verse 255 will expel the demon Jinn from the locality

4. Sihr al-Junun – Lunacy

· Causes a person to become absent-minded and forgetful

· Causes a person to not take interest in their well-being

· Caused by a demon Jinn entering the body

5. Sihr al-Khumul – Lethargy

· This is causes a person to love seclusion, become silent and anti-social

· Again, caused by a demon Jinn inhabiting the body

6. Sihr al-Hawatif – Hearing voices

· The person experiences bad nightmares
· People call him out in his dreams

· The person hears whispering

· The person sees himself falling from a high place while dreaming

· The person is being chased by animals in his dream

· Caused by a Jinn entering the person’s dreams

· The patient should be in a constant state of wudu and recite Suras 113 


and 114 before going to bed, as well as Sura ad-Dukhan and Sura as-


Saffat, as well as reciting the last two verses of Sura al-Baqara; the patient 


should also recite “Bismillah wada’tu janbi, Allahumaghfirli danbi wa akshi 


shaytani wa fukka rihanee wa j’alni fi an-nadiyyi al a’la.
”

7. Sihr al-Maradh – Being ill

· This may be epilepsy or partial paralysis or disability of the one of the 


sensory organs

· Caused by a Jinn inhabiting the body

· Addition to Verses of Ruqya is Sura al-Isra, Verse 82

8. Sihr an-Nazif – Bleeding

· This affects women only and refers to menses

· A jinn enters the body and causes the veins to continually flow

· The women should recite the verses of Ruqya and wash herself with water 

for at least three days

9. Sihr an-Nikka – Impeding a Marriage

· This results in a patient feeling extreme fear, anger, unawareness or over-


indulgence in pleasure all resulting in anxiety and body pains

Other ways to protect ones’ self from the effects of Sihr include the following:

· In a constant state of wudu’
· Attend congregational prayers at the mosque

· Pray the Night Prayer

· Making the du’a when entering and leaving the toilet

· Seeking refuge in Allah

· Seeking Allah’s refuge and protection when with one’s spouse

· Reciting Ayat-ul-Kursi and Suras Ikhlas, Falaq and Nas before sleeping

· For more methods please see “Our Precious Sprouts” by Muhammad Jibaly
The Existence of Nazr / al-‘Ayn / Evil Eye

And he said: "O my sons! Do not enter by one gate, but enter by different gates, and I cannot avail you against Allah at all. Verily! The decision rests only with Allah. In him, I put my trust and let all those that trust, put their trust in Him."  And when they entered according to their father's advice, it did not avail them in the least against (the Will of) Allah, it was but a need of Ya'qub's (Jacob) inner-self which he discharged. And verily, he was endowed with knowledge because We had taught him, but most men know not. (Yusuf 12:67-68)
According to Imam Ibn Kathir, the reason that Ya’qub ordered his sons to enter from different doors was to protect them from evil eye, as they were all so very beautiful. Something similar happened to the Prophet Muhammad (saw), but he was indeed protected by Allah when his enemies said:

And verily, those who disbelieve would almost make you slip with their eyes through hatred when they hear the Reminder (the Qur'an), and they say: "Verily, he (Muhammad (saw)) is a madman!" (Al-Qalam 68:51)

The Prophet (saw) warned all of us against the effects of the evil eye by saying, “The evil eye is a reality and if there is anything that could ever race with al-Qadar (destiny) it would be the evil eye. (Muslim) 

What is the Evil Eye?

It is a glance caused by envy.  Jealousy is when a person sees something that he/she does not have and strives earnestly to acquire it for themselves, without wishing bad for anyone else.  Envy is when a person sees another’s belongings and wishes evil for that person and his/her belongings.  This envy may also be due to resentment.  Evil eye can only be effective when allowed by Allah.  

It is important to note that one can afflict his/her own self with evil eye when involved in self-admiration.
Protection and Treatment
The Prophet (saw) said, “If you see something from your brother, yourself or wealth which you find impressing, then invoke blessings for it, for the evil eye is indeed true.” (Ahmad)
By invoking blessings, the Prophet (saw) may have meant to say “Mash’Allah” or “Allahuma Barik ‘Alayhee.”

Protection can be achieved by Wudu and/or reciting any of the following invocations:

1. Bismillahi arqik w’Allahu yusfik min kullida’in yu’zik wa min kulli nafsin aw’ayni hasidin Allahu yushfik Bismillahi arqik


In the Name of Allah, I do Ruqya for you and Allah will cure you from any illness 
that may harmyou and from the soul or the evil eye of the jealous and envious; 
Allah will cure you, in the Name of Allah I do ruqya for you. (Muslim)

2. Bismillahi yubrika min kulli da’in yushfik wa min sharr hasidin ‘iza hasada wa min shari kulli zi’yn.


In the Name of Allah, He will heal you from any illness, He will cure you from the 
evil of the jealous and envious when he/she gets jealous and envious and from 
the evil of a person with an evil eye. (Muslim)

3. Allahuma rabba annasi azhibi al ba’sa washfee anta shafi la shifa’a illa shifa’uka shifa’an la yughadiru saqaman


O Allah, the Lord of the people, drive away the pain and heal me for You are the 
Healer and there is no cure except Your Cure; a cure that does not leave any 
illness but that it cures it. (Bukhari)

Doing Ruqya Yourself

Husain bin 'Abd al-Rahman reported: I was with Sa'id bin Jubair when he said: Who amongst you saw a star shooting last night? I said: It was I; then I said: I was in fact not (busy) in prayer, but was stung by a scorpion (and that is the reason why I was awake and had a glimpse of the shooting star). He said: Then what did you do? I said: I practiced charm. He said: What urged you to do this? I said: (I did this according to the implied suggestion) of the hadith which al-Shu'ba narrated. He said: What did al-Shu'ba narrate to you? I said: Buraida bin Husaib al-Aslami narrated to us. The charm is of no avail except in case of the (evil influence) of an eye or the sting of a scorpion. He said: He who acted according to what he had heard (from the Prophet) acted rightly, but Ibn 'Abbas narrated to us from the Apostle of Allah (saw) that he said: There were brought before me the peoples and I saw an apostle and a small group (of his followers) along with him, another (apostle) and one or two persons (along with him) and (still another) apostle having no one with him. When a very large group was brought to me I conceived as if it were my Ummah. Then it was said to me: It is Moses and his people. You should look at the horizon, and I saw a very huge group. It was again said to me: See the other side of the horizon, and there was (also) a very huge group. It was said to me: This is your Ummah, and amongst them there were seventy thousand persons who would be made to enter Paradise without rendering any account and without (suffering) any torment. He then stood up and went to his house. Then the people began to talk about the people who would be admitted to Paradise without rendering any account and without (suffering) any torment. Some of them said: They may be those who (have had the good fortune of living) in the company of the Messenger of Allah (saw) and some of them said: They are those who were born in Islam and did not associate anything with Allah. Some people mentioned other things. Thereupon came forth the Messenger of Allah (saw) before them and he said: What was that which you were talking about? They informed him. He said: They are not those who practice charm, nor ask others to practice it, nor do they take omens, and repose their trust in their Lord. Upon this 'Ukkasha bin Mihsan stood up and said: Supplicate for me that He should make me one among them. Upon this he (Messenger of Allah) said: Thou are one among them. Then another man stood up and said: Supplicate before Allah that He should make me one among them. Upon this he said: 'Ukkisha has preceded you. (Sahih Bukhari)
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And We send down from the Qur'an that which is a healing and a mercy to those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism and act on it), and it increases the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers) nothing but loss. (Al-Isra 17:82)








� This ayat is included to indicate that the devils among mankind and jinn are only involved in deception


� This ayat is included to indicate that when mankind seeks refuge with the jinn, they only end up astray


� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhee wa Salaam – May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him


� Radi Allahu ‘Anhh – May Allah be pleased with her/him


� ‘Alay his-Salaam – Peace be upon him


� This was a well-known Jewish tribe in Medinah 


� The Prophet (saw) didn’t want people to see the instrument of Sihr and start getting ideas to learn this evil


� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaldean" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaldean�


  � HYPERLINK "http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/MESO/CHALDEAN.HTM" ��http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/MESO/CHALDEAN.HTM�   


  http://history-world.org/chaldeans.htm


� Without wudu’ and/or wearing filthy clothing


� A child who has NOT gone through puberty


� Ruqya involving a woman CANNOT be performed without her mahram present 


� In the Name of Allah, I have laid down on my side.  O Allah! Forgive me of my sins, drive away my devil, free me from my responsibility and place me in the highest assembly of angels.





