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Class Six

Shaytan & Humanity

Why does Shaytan hate Human Beings?

The essence of Shaytan’s hatred is jealousy.  Before the creation of Adam (as) Iblees was of the most beloved by Allah; he was not an ordinary jinn.  Rather, Iblees was one of the jinn who was so close to Allah that he was allowed to reside in the heavens, with the other angels.  When Adam was created Allah gave a higher status to him and, thus, to humanity – a status above the angels and the jinn.  Iblees’s jealousy consumed him and his jealousy turned him to pride, as is mentioned in the Noble Quran (7:12) – “Iblees said, ‘I am better than him [Adam], You created me from fire and him You crated from clay.’”
Furthermore, once Iblees openly disobeyed Allah he knew he was doomed to an eternity in Hell.  He accepted this consequence, but pleaded with Allah for the allowance of life until the Day of Judgment – why?  So that he could prove that he and his fellow colleagues are better than human beings.  Moreover, Iblees blames Adam and humanity for his downfall – if not for humanity, Iblees would have remained in his lofty position.  However, like all emotion, jealousy made Iblees blind to his own mistakes.

What’s more is that these feelings of hatred and superiority actually occurred well before the soul was breathed into Adam (as) as is mentioned by the Messenger of Allah who said, “Allah the Almighty created Adam with His Hand so that Iblees should not display any arrogance.  So He created him a human and he remained as an earthen body for forty years.  When the angels passed by and saw him, they became frightened.  Iblees was the most frightened among them.  He would pass by him and hit him and the body would make a sound like the sound of pottery with a rattle [see Quran 55:14].  Iblees said, ‘There must be something for which he is created.’ He  entered through his mouth and came out by his anus and said to the angels, ‘Do not be frightened of it, because you Lord is Samad (solid, eternal) and this is ajwaf (hollow).  If I overpower him I will destroy him.

Now, after all was said and done and Iblees disobeyed Allah he knew he was destined for the Hellfire and so he uttered this statement: (Iblîs) said: "Because You have sent me astray, surely I will sit in wait against them (human beings) on Your Straight Path. Then I will come to them from before them and behind them, from their right and from their left, and You will not find most of them as thankful ones (i.e. they will not be dutiful to You)." (Al-A'raf 7:16-17)

Thus, due to this extreme in enmity, Allah has given us several warnings in the Quran, such as 7:27 – O Children of Adam, Let now Shaytaan deceive you. Or 35:6, Surely, Shaytaan is an enemy to you so take him as an enemy.

Shaytaan’s Path of Misguidance
1. Iblees’s main goal is to get as many human beings as possible with him into Hell, as is mentioned in the Quran (35:6) – He only invites his followers that they may become the dwellers of the blazing Fire.

2. Shirk / Kufr is another major issue as is mentioned by Allah in the Quran (59:16) [Their allies deceived them] like Satan, when he says to man, “Disbelieve in Allah.”  But, when mankind disbelieves in Allah Satan says, “I am free of you.”
3. Next, is Satan’s desire to cause human beings to fall into sinful actions, such as what is mentioned in the Quran (5:91) Shaitân (Satan) wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants (alcoholic drinks) and gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allâh and from As-Salât (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain?

4. Another way of disturbing human beings is during the prayer, as the Messenger of Allah (saw
) told us: [When distraction occurs in prayer] That is a devil called Khinzab.  If you notice that [distraction] then seek refuge with Allah from him and spit [dry spit] to your left three times (Muslim).

5. Bad dreams are another way that Satan tries to harm human beings.  The Prophet of Allah (saw) said to us: If anyone of you has a dream that he likes, then it is from Allah, so let him praise Allah for it and tell others about it.  But, if he sees something in a dream which he dislikes, then that is from Satan – so, let him seek refuge in Allah from the evil of the dream and the evil of Satan and not mention this dream to anyone, for it will not harm him (Bukhari).
6. Satan also wants to physically harm humans, as the Prophet (saw) warned us by saying: When you go to sleep, extinguish your lamps, for the Shayateen shows creatures such as this (the mouse) these things (lamps) in order to burn you (Abu Dawood). 

7. Plague and disease can also come from the Shayateen, as it did to Prophet Ayyub (saw): And rememberOur slave Ayûb (Job), when he invoked his Lord (saying):"Verily! Shaitân (Satan) has touched me withdistress (by losing my health) and torment (by losing my wealth)! (Sad 38:41)
8. One of the promises of Iblees to Allah was that he would cause enmity between human beings and this is related in detail by the Prophet (saw) who said: Iblees sets up his throne on the water and then sends out his raiding parties.  The closes to him of these troops are the ones who cause the most trouble.  One of them comes and says, “I have done such and such.”  He, Iblees, says, “You have not done much.”  Then another one comes and says, “I never left him alone until I created troubles and caused division between him and his wife.”  Then Iblees brings him close and says, “How good you are.” (Muslim)

9. As was mentioned in earlier classes, every person is born with a companion from the jinn who is a shatan; this jinn-companion is called a Qareen [which means companion] and this Qareen can cause people to fall into sin.  This is substantiated by the statement in the Quran (41:25) And We have assigned them (devils) intimate companions (in this world), who have made fair-seeming to them, what was before them (evil deeds which they were doing in the present worldly life and disbelief in the Reckoning and the Resurrection, etc.) and what was behind them (denial of the matters in the coming life of the Hereafter as regards punishment or reward, etc.). And the Word (i.e. the torment) is justified against them as it was justified against those who were among the previous generations of jinns and men that had passed away before them. Indeed they (all) were the losers. 

10. Furthermore, it is substantiated by the Prophet (saw) who said: “There is no one among you but there has been appointed for him/her a qareen from among the jinn and a qareen from the angels.”  The people then asked, “Even you, O Messenger of Allah?”  He replied, “Me too, but Allah has helped me against him and he has become Muslim and he does not tell me to do anything but good.” (Muslim)

11. A scary thought is to know that Satan has friends from among the human beings, because humans who disbelieve in Allah become close to the Shayateen and may further their evil cause without realizing it, as is mentioned in the following two Quranic verses:
12. Verily, We made the Shayâtin (devils) Auliyâ' (protectors and helpers) for those who believe not. (Al-A'raf 7:27) & And certainly, the Shayâtin (devils) do inspire their friends (from mankind) to dispute with you, and if you obey them then you would indeed be Mushrikûn (polytheists) (Al-An'am 6:121).

13. This goes hand in hand with the sentiment that Satan tries to make our evil seem good to us, or make evil actions seem glorious to us – this is evident when one looks at our society of children today: kids are attracted by images of guns, drugs, cars, money, half-naked women, etc. which are glamorized in music videos.  This is a result of Satan’s efforts which are recorded in the Quran: [Iblîs (Satan)] said: "O my Lord! Because you misled me, I shall indeed adorn the path of error for them (mankind) on the earth, and I shall mislead them all. "Except Your chosen, (guided) slaves among them." (Al-Hijr 15:39-40)

14. One of the greatest actions a Muslim can do is to fight sleep and wake up for Fajr, because this shows the commitment of a person.  Of course, this would not be good for Satan’s plan and so he tries to stop us from doing this – as mentioned by the Prophet (saw): The Shayateen tie three knots on the back of the head of people while they sleep and he strikes the location of each knot saying, “You have a long night ahead of you, so sleep.”  If, when he wakes up, the person remembers Allah, then one knot is loosened.  If he does wudoo then another knot is loosened.  If he prays (his fajr) then the last knot is loosened.  Then he starts his day feeling energetic and of good cheer; otherwise, he starts his day in a bad mood and feeling lazy. (Bukhari)

Magic  

They followed what the Shayâtin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulaimân (Solomon). Sulaimân did not disbelieve, but the Shayâtin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that came down at Babylon to the two angels, Hârût and Mârût, but neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, "We are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)." And from these (angels) people learn that by which they cause separation between man and his wife, but they could not thus harm anyone except by Allâh's Leave. And they learn that which harms them and profits them not. And indeed they knew that the buyers of it (magic) would have no share in the Hereafter. And how bad indeed was that for which they sold their ownselves, if they but knew. (Al-Baqarah 2:102)

Based on this ayat in the Quran, it is clear that magic is real and was revealed to mankind.  Magic is also mentioned during the trials of Musa (saw):  [Mûsa (Moses)] said: "Nay, throw you (first)!" Then behold, their ropes and their sticks, by their magic, appeared to him as though they moved fast. (Ta-Ha 20:66)

Furthermore, the Prophet (saw) came under the effects of magic himself (saw) as is mentioned here: (Sahih Bukhari 10/221, no. 5763) – A man from among Bani Zurayq (a jewish tribe), whose name was Labeed ibn al-A’sam, cast a spell on the Messenger of Allah (saw), which made him think that he had done something when he had not done it.

This lasted until one day, or one night, when he was with [Aa’isha]; he prayed and he prayed and then said, “O Aa’isha, do you know that Allah has answered me concerning the matter I asked Him about?  Two men came to me and one of them sat near by head and the other sat near my feet.  One of them said to the other, ‘What is wrong with this man?’ The latter replied, ‘He is under the effect of magic.’  The first one asked, ‘Who has worked magic on him?’ The other replied, ‘Labeen bin al-A’sam.’  The first one asked, ‘What material did he use?’ The other replied, ‘A comb and the hair stuck to it and a skin of pollen of a male date palm tree.’  The first one asked, ‘Where is it?’ The other one replied, ‘It is in the well of Dharwaan.’  So the Prophet (saw) went to that well with a group of his companions and when he came back he said, “O Aa’isha, the water of that well looked like the infusion of henna leaves and its date-palm trees looked like the heads of devils.”  I asked, “O Messenger of Allah, why did you not undo it?”  He replied, “Allah has cured me from it and I dislike that evil should spread among my people.”  And he commanded that [those things] should be buried.

Music is definitely a distraction while trying to concentrate, so what better way is there to make people forget about the task at hand?  (Sahih Muslim) The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: bells are the musical instruments of the Shayateen.
Whispering (waswasah): Allah the Almighty says in His Glorious Qur’an: {(Their allies deceived them) like Shaitan (Satan), when he says to man: “Disbelieve in Allah.” But when (man) disbelieves in Allah, Shaitan (Satan) says: “I am free of you, I fear Allah, the Lord of the `Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists)!” So the end of both will be that they will be in the Fire, abiding therein. Such is the recompense of the Zalimun (i.e. polytheists, wrong-doers, disbelievers in Allah and in His Oneness)}. (Al-Hashr 16-17) 

Ibn Jarir said that `Abdullah Ibn Mas`ud interpreted the above Qur’anic verse. Ibn Mas`ud (may Allah be pleased with him) said: Once, there was a woman grazing sheep and goats. She had four brothers. She (for some reason) used to spend the night at a monk’s cell. The monk committed fornication with her and she got pregnant. Satan came to him and said: Kill the woman and then bury her, for you are a reputable and highly respected man. (That is, don’t risk your own reputation for such a simple woman). The monk killed her and then buried her. Thereupon, Satan visited her four brothers in a dream while they were asleep and said to them: The monk committed fornication with your sister, and because she got pregnant, he killed her and buried her in such-and-such location. In the morning, one of them said: By Allah! Last night I dreamed of something and I do not know whether to relate it to you or just keep it to myself. They said: Relate it to us. He did so and one of them said: By Allah! I saw the same dream. Another said the same. And the fourth one said the same thing. They agreed that there must be something serious about that dream. They went to the king and appealed for his help against the monk. The king’s troops came to arrest him and he was taken away. On the way, Satan came to the monk (and whispered in his ears): I set you up. No one else can save you from this. Prostrate yourself before me just for once and in return, I will save you from this. Thereupon, the monk prostrated himself before Satan. When they presented themselves before the king, Satan said to him: I am free of you! Finally, the monk was killed. 

The same story was narrated by the Leader of the Believers, `Ali Ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) with another wording. Ibn Jarir said: I was told by Khallad Ibn Aslam, on the authority of An-Nadr Ibn Shamil after Shu`bah, after Abu Ishaq, after `Abdullah Ibn Nahik saying: I heard `Ali as saying: A monk worshiped Allah Alone for sixty years. Satan exerted himself to seduce him, but could not. He went to a woman and touched her with evil (maddened her). The woman had brothers who were visited by Satan, who told them to take her to that monk to receive treatment and cure. They took her to the monk and he treated her. Afterwards, she stayed for a while at his cell (house).

One day, he was attracted to her and he committed fornication with her. She got pregnant and he killed her (to conceal his first crime). Her brothers came (after knowing the matter) and Satan appeared again to the monk and said: I am your friend, I did not find a solution or way to mislead you, but (finally) I set you up. So, obey me and I will save you from this. Prostrate yourself before me and you will be saved. The monk did so. Then, Satan said: {“I am free of you, I fear Allah, the Lord of the `Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists)!”}. (Al-Hashr 16) This is the interpretation of Allah’s Saying: {(Their allies deceived them) like Shaitan (Satan), when he says to man: “Disbelieve in Allah.” But when (man) disbelieves in Allah, Shaitan (Satan) says: “I am free of you, I fear Allah, the Lord of the `Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists)!” So the end of both will be that they will be in the Fire, abiding therein. Such is the recompense of the Zalimun (i.e. polytheists, wrong-doers, disbelievers in Allah and in His Oneness)}. (Al-Hashr 16-17) 

Excerpted with slight modifications from Stories of the Qur’an by Ibn Kathir, Dar Al-Manarah. 

Translated by `Ali As-Sayed Al-Halawani.
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� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhee wa Salaam – May Allah grant him Mercy and Peace





