
Jinn

Class Three

The Jinn

The word “Jinn” means “to hide,” or “to conceal,” as is in the hadith from Sahih Bukhari “as-Sowmoo Joonnatoon” which means “fasting is a shield [from desire].”  The word Jinn is actually plural, while Jinee (Genie) is singular.  In fact, the word “Jinn” also means a group of people, as is in the Noble Quran, 37:158 - And they have invented a kinship between Him and the jinns, but the jinns know well that they have indeed to appear (before Him) (i.e. they will be brought for accounts). (As-Saffat 37:158)

The Jinn are made from fire, as is mentioned in the Noble Quran, 15:26, 27; 55:15.  
· And indeed, We created man from sounding clay of altered black smooth mud. And the jinn, We created aforetime from the smokeless flame of fire. (Al-Hijr 15:26-27)

· And the jinns did He create from a smokeless flame of fire. (Ar-Rahman 55:15)

However, it is important to mention that while humans (Adam – the father of human beings) are made from clay, we no longer have the properties of clay and while Jinn (Jaan – the father of Jinn [Mukhtaar as Sihaah] are made from fire, they no longer have the properties of fire.  This is evident from the hadith (Ahmad) where Iblees appeared in front of the Prophet (saw) and the Prophet (saw) grabbed Iblees by the neck and choked him; the Prophet (saw) said he could feel the coolness of Iblees’s saliva on his hand.

Will Jinn die?  Absolutely, as is stated in the Noble Quran, 28:88; 55:26, 46:18.
· And invoke not any other ilah (god) along with Allah, La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He). Everything will perish save His Face. His is the Decision, and to Him you (all) shall be returned. (Al-Qasas 28:88)

· Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish. (Ar-Rahman 55:26)

· They are those against whom the Word (of torment) is justified among the previous generations of jinns and mankind that have passed away. Verily! They are ever the losers. (Al-Ahqaf 46:18)

Iblees / Satan / Shaytan / The Devil 

The word “shaytan” comes from the root “Sha Ta Na,” which means “he who has become distant, or remote.”  In the Islamic context, however, it means “demon, or devil.”  

Furthermore, the word “Iblees” may come from the Arabic root “ablasa” which means “he who has despaired or given up hope in the Mercy of Allah.”  Also, there is the Greek word “Diablos” which means “slanderer or accuser.”  

What about the idea that Iblees and Allah were brothers?  The ayat in the Noble Quran 37:158 has been interpreted by some non-Muslims as meaning this; however this is completely wrong and free is Allah from the lies that people state about Him.
· And they have invented a kinship between Him and the jinns, but the jinns know well that they have indeed to appear (before Him) (i.e. they will be brought for accounts). (As-Saffat 37:158)
Was Iblees an angel before becoming a devil?  This concept of “a fallen angel” is taken more so from the biblical concept.  In fact the name “Azaazeel” is commonly understood as the name of Iblees before he was condemned and kicked out of the heavens.  Some scholars in Islam have used ayats 7:11 & 38: 73, 74 to claim that Iblees was an angel, because he was “among the angels” and he was commanded to prostate, just as the angels were.  
· And surely, We created you (your father Adam) and then gave you shape (the noble shape of a human being), then We told the angels, "Prostrate to Adam", and they prostrated, except Iblis (Satan), he refused to be of those who prostrate. (Al-A'raf 7:11)

· So the angels prostrated themselves, all of them: Except Iblis(Satan) he was proud and was one of the disbelievers. (Sad 38:73-74)

However, in the Noble Quran (7:12 & 18:50) it is stated clearly that Iblees was one of the Jinn.  Further, the word “fasajadoo” begins with the letter “faa” which indicates a cause, or reason for a particular action.
· (Allah) said: "What prevented you (O Iblis) that you did not prostrate, when I commanded you?" Iblis said: "I am better than him (Adam), You created me from fire, and him You created from clay." (Al-A'raf 7:12)

· And (remember) when We said to the angels; "Prostrate to Adam." So they prostrated except Iblis (Satan). He was one of the jinns; he disobeyed the Command of his Lord. Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as protectors and helpers rather than Me while they are enemies to you? What an evil is the exchange for the Zalimun (polytheists, and wrong-doers, etc). (Al-Kahf 18:50)

Is Iblees the father of all Jinn?  No, rather he is only “one of the Jinn,” as mentioned in the Noble Quran, 18:50 - above
What do they look like?  No one can see the Jinn in their true form, except for a Prophet – this is the opinion of Imam ash-Shafi’ee and Ibn Hajar and al-Qurtubee.  Furthermore, Allah confirms that we cannot see Jinn, as is stated in the Noble Quran, 7:27.  

· Children of Adam! Let not Shaitan (Satan) deceive you, as he got your parents [Adam and Hawwa (Eve)] out of Paradise, stripping them of their raiments, to show them their private parts. Verily, he and Qabiluhu (his soldiers from the jinns or his tribe) see you from where you cannot see them. Verily, We made the Shayatin (devils) Auliya' (protectors and helpers) for those who believe not. (Al-A'raf 7:27)

However, we can see the Jinn if they change their form.
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