
Jinn

Class Two

Angels

In defining the word “Angels” Allah mentions in the Noble Quran that Angels are “messengers” who convey “the message.”

One of the biggest issues regarding Angels is that the pagan Arabs and those from different religions have attributed the Angels the feminine gender and, even worse, assigned them as “daughters” of Allah (free is He from all that they ascribe unto Him).  

What is so despicable regarding this issue is that to the pagan Arabs daughters were considered a bad omen and they were known to bury their baby daughters alive as is stated in the Noble Quran 81:8, 9 - And they assign daughters unto Allâh! Glorified (and Exalted) be He above all that they associate with Him! And unto themselves what they desire; (An-Nahl 16:57) And when the female (infant) buried alive (as the pagan Arabs used to do) shall be questioned. For what sin she was killed? (At-Takwir 81:8-9)
Yet, despite this lower status of females (in their eyes) these pagans still assigned daughters to Allah.
This concept is addressed and refuted in the Noble Quran, 16:57 & 6:100: 

· And they assign daughters unto Allâh! Glorified (and Exalted) be He above all that they associate with Him! And unto themselves what they desire; (An-Nahl 16:57)
· Yet, they join the jinns as partners in worship with Allâh, though He has created them (the jinns), and they attribute falsely without knowledge sons and daughters to Him. Be He Glorified and Exalted above (all) that they attribute to Him. (Al-An'am 6:100)

Further, Allah clarifies that Angels do not have a gender and do not procreate as stated in the Noble Quran, 37:149-150:
· Now ask them (O Muhammad SAW): "Are there (only) daughters for your Lord and sons for them? Or did We create the angels females while they were witnesses? (As-Saffat 37:149-150)

In terms of what Angels look like, Allah mentions their form in the Noble Quran, 35:1 - All the praises and thanks be to Allâh, the (only) Originator [or the (only) Creator] of the heavens and the earth, Who made the angels messengers with wings, - two or three or four. He increases in creation what He wills. Verily, Allâh is Able to do all things. (Fatir 35:1)

Moreover, the Prophet (saw) described Angel Jibreel as having 600 wings, each wing filling the horizon and each wing having multi-colored drops like pearls and coral falling from the wings, (Sahih Bukhari, Ahmad).  

As well, in the Noble Quran (19:16, 17 And mention in the Book (the Qur'ân, O Muhammad SAW , the story of) Maryam (Mary), when she withdrew in seclusion from her family to a place facing east. She placed a screen (to screen herself) from them; then We sent to her Our Ruh [angel Jibrael (Gabriel)], and he appeared before her in the form of a man in all respects. (Maryam 19:16-17)) it is stated the Jibreel appeared in the form of a man in all respects; which means that angels have the ability to change their form.  This was common for Angel Jibreel as he also used to appear in the form of “Diyah ibn Khaleefah al-Kalbee,” a sahaba of the Prophet (saw).  As well, in the famous hadith of Umar ibn al-Khatab (Sahih Muslim) Angel Jibreel appeared in the form of an unknown traveler.  

Their make up is mentioned in an authentic hadith (Sahih Muslim) where the Prophet (saw) mentioned that Angels are created from Light and the Jinn are created from fire (the smokeless flame) and Humans are created as is mentioned in the Quran (i.e. from Earth/clay).

Angels are also free from any defect and are beautiful, as is mentioned in Noble Quran, 53:5, 6 - He has been taught (this Qur'ân) by one mighty in power [Jibrael (Gabriel)]. Dhu Mirrah (free from any defect in body and mind), Fastawa [then he (Jibrael ​ Gabriel) rose and became stable]. [Tafsir At-Tabarî]. (An-Najm 53:5-6)

We also know that they can be of enormous size; the Noble Quran mentions (69:17 And the angels will be on its sides, and eight angels will, that Day, bear the Throne of your Lord above them. (Al-Haqqah 69:17)) that there will be 8 angels to carry the “throne” of Allah on the Day of Judgment and, according to an authentic hadith (Abu Dawood), that the distance between the earlobe & shoulder of these angels is what a bird would fly in 700 years!

The mobility of angels is also quite fast, as is mentioned in the Noble Quran, 70:4 The angels and the Rûh [Jibrael (Gabriel)] ascend to Him in a Day the measure whereof is fifty thousand years, (Al-Ma'arij 70:4) – Angels have the ability to travel, in a blink of an eye, what would take us 50 000 years to travel!

Do we know the names of any Angels?

1. Jibreel, 26:192, 193; 2:87 (the archangel)
· And truly, this (the Qur'ân) is a revelation from the Lord of the 'Alamîn (mankind, jinns and all that exist, which the trustworthy Rûh [Jibrael (Gabriel)] has brought down; (Ash-Shu'ara 26:192-193)

· And indeed, We gave Mûsa (Moses) the Book and followed him up with a succession of Messengers. And We gave 'Iesa (Jesus), the son of Maryam (Mary), clear signs and supported him with Rûh-ul-Qudus [Jibrael (Gabriel)]. (Al-Baqarah 2:87)

2. Mikaa’eel (responsible for rain, Ahmad)

3. Israfeel, (Tirmidi) (in charge of the Trumpet)

4. Maalik, 43:77 (in charge of Hell)
· And they will cry: "O Malik (Keeper of Hell)! Let your Lord make an end of us." He will say: "Verily you shall abide forever." (Az-Zukhruf 43:77)

5. Munkar & Nakir (Tirmidi) (in charge of questioning in the grave)

6. Haroot & Maroot, 2:102 (brought black magic as a trial) 
· They followed what the Shayâtin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulaimân (Solomon). Sulaimân did not disbelieve, but the Shayâtin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that came down at Babylon to the two angels, Hârût and Mârût, but neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, "We are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)." (Al-Baqarah 2:102)

7. Angels who record, 50:17, 18; 82:10, 11
· (Remember!) that the two receivers (recording angels) receive (each human being after he or she has attained the age of puberty), one sitting on the right and one on the left (to note his or her actions) . Not a word does he (or she) utter, but there is a watcher by him ready (to record it). (Qaf 50:17-18)

· But verily, over you (are appointed angels in charge of mankind) to watch you, Kirâman (honourable) Kâtibîn writing down (your deeds), (Al-Infitar 82:10-11)

8. Angels who guard, 13:11
· For each (person), there are angels in succession, before and behind him.[] They guard him by the Command of Allâh. (Ra'd 13:11)

9. Ridwan, the angel of Paradise, (al Bidaayah wa an Nihaayah)

10. Angels who inspire us to do good, (Sahih Muslim, Vol.4, No.6758)

11. Angel of death, 6:61
· He is the Irresistible, Supreme over His slaves, and He sends guardians (angels guarding and writing all of one's good and bad deeds) over you, until when death approaches one of you, Our Messengers (angel of death and his assistants) take his soul, and they never neglect their duty. (Al-An'am 6:61)

***The angel of death has no name; commonly the name Izra’eel has been assigned, but this name comes from biblical literature***
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