Major Sin # 3

Magic & Sorcery


Before we begin, there is something that must be understood when looking at the major sins, or any sin for that matter – most of us assume an immediate punishment will befall a person who commits a sin.  However, Allah tells us in Sura Isra, verse 15 – "We do not punish until We send a messenger…"  From this ayat we can understand that punishment is due upon a person who has been told right from wrong, understands right from wrong and than commits the sin.  This is the only way justice can be upheld – hence, it is unjust for anyone to punish, yell, scream, abuse a person who is ignorant of what is right and wrong.

Why are magic and sorcery forbidden?

The reason that Sorcery is considered a major sin is because a person MUST disbelieve in Allah and MUST commit shirk in order to perform magic and/or sorcery.  

What does this mean?

Firstly, because sorcery means to incant to something other than Allah and to recite something other than what Allah has revealed (i.e. Qu'ran).  

Secondly, sorcery and magic are tools of shaytan – tools of Deception, as is mentioned in Sura Al Baqara, Verse 102 - Solomon did not disbelieve but Satan disbelieved, teaching men magic, and such things as came down at Babylon to the angels Harut and Marut. But neither of these taught anyone (such things) without saying, 'We are only for trial,' so do not blaspheme.' They learned from them the means to sow discord between man and wife. But they could not harm anyone except by Allah's permission. And they learned what harmed them, not what profited them. And they knew that the buyers of (magic) would have no share in the happiness of the Hereafter.

What if a person commits this sin?

The penalty of such a person is death.  This is the consensus among the majority, however the hadith which indicates this is not Sahih.  However, in another hadith which is authentic the Prophet (saw) said: "The drunkard, the one who severs the ties of kinship and whoever believes in sorcery will not enter paradise. (Ahmad)

What about incantations?

The only incantations which are allowed, are those mentioned in the Quran and/or the authentic hadith.  For example, the Prophet (saw) used to incantate over Al Hasan and Al Hussain by saying: "I seek refuge for you in Allah's Perfect Words from every devil, beast or envious person."  (Sahih Bukhari) 
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