Major Sin #45

Breaking Contracts

بِسْمِ اللهِ الرَّحْمنِ الرَّحِيمِ يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ أَوْفُواْ بِالْعُقُودِ

O you who believe, fulfill your contracts (Maidah, 5:1)

The Prophet (saw) said, “Four characteristics make anyone who possesses them a sheer hypocrite and anyone who possesses one of them possesses a characteristic of hypocrisy until he abandons it: when he is trusted, he betrays his trust; when he speaks he lies; when he makes a covenant, he acts treacherously and when he goes to law he deviates from the truth.”

The Prophet (saw) said, “Allah Most High says, ‘There are three types of people whose adversary I Myself will be on the Day of Resurrection: the one who gives a promise of protection [to a person] and then betrays him, the one who sells a free person and consumes the price of his sale and the one who employs a worker and, when the work is finished, does not pay him his full wage.’” (Bukhari)

Major Sin #46
Believing in Fortune Tellers and/or Astrology

وَلاَ تَقْفُ مَا لَيْسَ لَكَ بِهِ عِلْمٌ إِنَّ السَّمْعَ وَالْبَصَرَ وَالْفُؤَادَ كُلُّ أُولـئِكَ كَانَ عَنْهُ مَسْؤُولاً

Do not pursue what you have no knowledge of.  Truly, the hearing, the sight and the heart – all of these will be enquired into. (Al-Isra, 17:36)
عَالِمُالْغَيْبِ فَلَا يُظْهِرُ عَلَى غَيْبِهِ أَحَدًا  إِلَّا مَنِ ارْتَضَى مِنرَّسُولٍ فَإِنَّهُ يَسْلُكُ مِن بَيْنِ يَدَيْهِ وَمِنْ خَلْفِهِ رَصَدًا

He is the Knower of the Unseen and He does not disclose His Unseen to anyone except a messenger whom He has chosen. (Al Jinn, 72:26-27)

Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “The one who goes to a psychic or a fortune-teller has rejected what has been revealed to Muhammad.” (Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi)

The Prophet (saawa) said, “If anyone goes to a psychic or fortune-teller and believes in what was said, his prayer will not be accepted for forty days.” (Muslim)


Major Sin #47

A Woman’s Bad Conduct Toward Her Husband

وَاللاَّتِي تَخَافُونَ نُشُوزَهُنَّ فَعِظُوهُنَّ وَاهْجُرُوهُنَّ فِي الْمَضَاجِعِ وَاضْرِبُوهُنَّ فَإِنْ أَطَعْنَكُمْ فَلاَ تَبْغُواْ عَلَيْهِنَّ سَبِيلاً إِنَّ اللّهَ كَانَ عَلِيًّا كَبِيرًا

And as for those women on whose part you fear bad-conduct, first advise them and then banish themt o separate beds and finally do not speak with them.  Then if they obey you do not seek a way against them.  Indeed, Allah is Most High, Most Great.  (An-Nisa, 4:34)
Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “If a man calls his wife to his bed and she refuses and, if he spends the night angry, the angels curse her until the morning

.” (Bukhari and Muslim)
The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “Any woman who dies while her husband is pleased with her will enter the Garden.” (Tirmidhi)

Aside – A man’s responsibility (in brief)
· وَعَاشِرُوهُنَّ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ فَإِن كَرِهْتُمُوهُنَّ فَعَسَى أَن تَكْرَهُواْ شَيْئًا وَيَجْعَلَ اللّهُ فِيهِ خَيْرًا كَثِيراً
And live with them honourably. If you dislike them, it may be that you dislike a thing and Allah brings through it a great deal of good. (An-Nisa 4:19)
· The Prophet (saw) said, “Consult with women.  Indeed, you have some rights over your women and they have some rights over you.  It is their right over you that you provide for their food and clothing generously and your right on them is that hey do not let anyone in your home whom you dislike.” 

· A man came to Umar ibn Al-Khattab [while he was the caliph] to complain about his wife’s ill temper.  While he was waiting for Umar to come out of his house he heard Umar’s wife scolding him and Umar quietly listened to her, not answering her back. The man turned about and started walking away, muttering to himself, ‘If that is the case with Umar, the Leader of the Believers, who is famous for his uprightness and toughness, then what about me?’  At that moment, Umar came out of his house and saw the man walking away; he called him over and asked, ‘What do you want of me?”  The man replied, “O Leader of the Believers, I came to complain to you about my wife’s ill temper.  But, when I heard your wife scolding you, I wondered, what about me?”  Umar replied, ‘O my brother, I bear with her because of her rights over me.  She cooks my food, bakes my bread, washes my clothes, nourishes my child and these are not her obligations.  She is also a comfort to my heart and keeps me away from forbidden deeds [i.e. zina].  Consequently, I bear with her.”  “The man said, “It is the same with me, O Leader of the Believers.” Umar then said, “O my brother, be patient with her as this life is short.”
Major Sin #48
Making Statues and Pictures
Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “On the Day of Resurrection those who have made statues or pictures will be punished.  They will be told, ‘Bring to life what you have created.’” (Muslim)
Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “Allah, the Almighty, the Glorious, says, ‘Who does greater wrong than the one who desireds to create the like of what I Create?  Let them creat an atom!  Let them create a grain of barley!’” (Bukhari)

Major Sin #49
Lamenting, Wailing, etc When Affliction Befalls

Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “The one who slaps his or her cheeks, tears the front of the garments and cried out with the crying of the Days of Ignorance does not belong to us.” (Muslim)

The Prophet (saw) said, “I have nothing to do with a woman who wails or shaves her head or tears her clothing (in mourning).” (Bukhari)

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “The dead person is punished because because of the wailing of the living for him.” (Bukhari)

Wailing refers to the praising of a person upon their death, which is why eulogies are not part of our religious customs.  In this respect, the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “If anyone dies and the mourner gets up and says, “Alas for the mountain!  Alas for the chief!” and things of this sort, Allah will put two angels in charge of him who will beat him on the breast and ask him whether he was really like that.” (Tirmidhi)

What is allowed is quiet mourning or crying without raising of the voices.  The Prophet (saw) himself wept at times of death, as can be seen in the following examples:

· Anas reported that Allah’s Messenger (saw) went to visit his son, Ibrahim, at the time of his (Ibrahim) death, tears began to fall from his eyes at which Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘Auf asked, “You too, O Messenger of Allah?”  He (saw) replied, “Ibn ‘Auf, this is compassion.”  Then the Prophet (saw) shed more tears and continued, “The eyes weep and the heart grieves, but we only say what our Lord is pleased with, and we are grieved at being separated from you, O Ibrahim.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

· Usamah ibn Zaid reported that Allah’s Messenger (saw) lifted up his grandson (the son of Zainab) who was at the point of death and his eyes overflowed with tears.  Sa’d ibn Ubabdah, who was accompanying him, asked, ‘What is this, O Messenger of Allah?”  He (saw) replied, “This is compassion which Allah has placed in the hearts of His servants.  Allah shows mercy only to those of His servants who are compassionate.” (Bukhari and Muslim)
· And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, loss of wealth, lives and fruits, but give glad tidings to As-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.).  Who, when afflicted with calamity, say: "Truly! To Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall return." (Al-Baqarah 2:155-156)
· Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “When a man’s child dies, Allah Most High asks His angels, “Have you taken My servant’s child?”  When they reply that they have, He asks what His servant said.  The angels reply “He praised Allah and said, ‘Truly, to Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall return.’”  Allah says, “Build a house in the Garden for my servant and call it the house of Praise.”” (Tirmidhi)
Condolences are also allowed for the one who has experienced a loss.  The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “No believer comforts his brother/sister in his/her affliction without Allah’s clothing him/her in robes of honour on the Day of Resurrection.” (Ibn Majah)  The main message during condolence should encompass remembrance of Allah and patience with His plan.  An example of how the Prophet (saw) gave condolences is when he (saw) had not seen a companion of his for a few days and asked about him to which the people replied, “O Messenger of Allah (saw), his son has died.”  The Prophet (saw) visited him and said, “O such-and-such, would you rather wish to have enjoyed his company in this life a little more, or wish to see him tomorrow at the gate of the Garden, preceding you there in order to open it for you?”  The companion replied, “O Prophet of Allah, I prefer that he go ahead of me to open the gate of the Garden for me.”  The Prophet (saw) said, “That is how it is for you.”  The other companions asked, “O Messenger of Allah, is this for him alone or for the Muslims in general.” He (saw) replied, “For the Muslims in general.” (Ahmad)
Specific to the young who have passed on, it is important to remind them of a man who’s son had died and asked Abu Hurairah if he had heard anything from the Prophet (saw) which would comfort the Muslims regarding their dead.  He replied that he had heard the Prophet (saw) said, “Their young ones roam freely in the Garden.  One of them meets his father or his parents, seizes him by his garment or by his hand and does not leave him until he brings him into the Garden.” (Muslim)
Major Sin #50

Treating Others Unjustly
إِنَّمَا السَّبِيلُ عَلَى الَّذِينَ يَظْلِمُونَ النَّاسَ وَيَبْغُونَ فِي الْأَرْضِ بِغَيْرِ الْحَقِّ أُوْلَئِكَ لَهُم عَذَابٌ أَلِيمٌ

The way (of blame) is only against those who oppress men and wrongly rebel in the earth, for such there will be a painful torment. (Ash-Shura 42:42)
The Prophet (saw) said, “Allah has revealed to me that you should be humble to one another to the extent that no one should appropriate the right of another, nor boast about himself to another.” (Muslim)

Major Sin #51

Overbearing Conduct

This applies to people and animals, as is seen below:

Abu Mas’ood said, “Once I was beating my slave with a whip and I heard a voice from behind me calling, ‘Know, Abu Mas’ood, that Allah has more power over you than you have over this boy.’  Abu Mas’ood said, ‘He is free for the sake of Allah,’ whereupon the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, ‘If you had not done so, the Fire would have scorched you on the Day of Resurrection.’” (Muslim)
Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “A woman was punished because of a cat.  She neither provided the cat with food and drink, nor set it free so that it might eat the rodents of the earth.” (Muslim)
وَاعْبُدُواْ اللّهَ وَلاَ تُشْرِكُواْ بِهِ شَيْئًا وَبِالْوَالِدَيْنِ إِحْسَانًا وَبِذِي الْقُرْبَى وَالْيَتَامَى وَالْمَسَاكِينِ وَالْجَارِ ذِي الْقُرْبَى وَالْجَارِ الْجُنُبِ وَالصَّاحِبِ بِالجَنبِ وَابْنِ السَّبِيلِ وَمَا مَلَكَتْ أَيْمَانُكُمْ إِنَّ اللّهَ لاَ يُحِبُّ مَن كَانَ مُخْتَالاً فَخُورًا

Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship, and do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, Al-Masakin (the poor), the neighbour who is near of kin, the neighbour who is a stranger, the companion by your side, the wayfarer (you meet), and those (slaves) whom your right hands possess. Verily, Allah does not like such as are proud and boastful; (An-Nisa 4:36)
Major Sin #51

Offending One’s Neighbour

The Prophet (saw) said, “He who believes in Allah and the Last Day does not harm his neighbour.” (Muslim)

The Prophet (saw) said, “The one whose neighbour is not safe from his mischief will not enter the Garden.” (Muslim)

Does this only apply to the Muslim neighbour?  Ibn Umar’s neighbour was a Jew and whenever Ibn Umar would slaughter a lamb, he would send a portion of it to his Jewish neighbour. (Abu Dawood and Tirmidhi)

The Prophet (saw) was asked once by a companion, “Guide me to something which, if I do it, will take me to the Garden.”  The Prophet (saw) replied, “Be good to others.”  The man asked, “How will I know if I am being good to others?”  The Prophet (saw) said, “Ask you neighbours.  If they say you are good then you are good, but if they say you are bad then you are bad.” (Baihaqi)


Major Sin #53

Offending and/or Abusing Muslims

وَالَّذِينَ يُؤْذُونَ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ وَالْمُؤْمِنَاتِ بِغَيْرِ مَا اكْتَسَبُوا فَقَدِ احْتَمَلُوا بُهْتَانًا وَإِثْمًا مُّبِينًا

And those who annoy believing men and women undeservedly, bear on themselves the crime of slander and plain sin. (Al-Ahzab 33:58)
يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لَا يَسْخَرْ قَومٌ مِّن قَوْمٍ عَسَى أَن يَكُونُوا خَيْرًا مِّنْهُمْ وَلَا نِسَاء مِّن نِّسَاء عَسَى أَن يَكُنَّ خَيْرًا مِّنْهُنَّ وَلَا تَلْمِزُوا أَنفُسَكُمْ وَلَا تَنَابَزُوا بِالْأَلْقَابِ بِئْسَ الاِسْمُ الْفُسُوقُ بَعْدَ الْإِيمَانِ وَمَن لَّمْ يَتُبْ فَأُوْلَئِكَ هُمُ الظَّالِمُونَيَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا اجْتَنِبُوا كَثِيراً مِّنَ الظَّنِّ إِنَّ بَعْضَ الظَّنِّ إِثْمٌ وَلَا تَجَسَّسُوا وَلَا يَغْتَب بَّعْضُكُم بَعْضًا أَيُحِبُّ أَحَدُكُمْ أَن يَأْكُلَ لَحْمَ أَخِيهِ مَيْتًا فَكَرِهْتُمُوهُ وَاتَّقُوا اللَّهَ إِنَّ اللَّهَ تَوَّابٌ رَّحِيمٌ

O you who believe! Let not a group scoff at another group, it may be that the latter are better than the former; nor let (some) women scoff at other women, it may be that the latter are better than the former, nor defame one another, nor insult one another by nicknames. How bad is it, to insult one's brother after having Faith [i.e. to call your Muslim brother (a faithful believer) as: "O sinner", or "O wicked", etc.]. And whosoever does not repent, then such are indeed Zalimun (wrong-doers, etc.). O you who believe! Avoid much suspicions, indeed some suspicions are sins. And spy not, neither backbite one another. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? You would hate it (so hate backbiting). And fear Allah. Verily, Allah is the One Who accepts repentance, Most Merciful. (Al-Hujurat 49:11-12)
The Prophet (saw) said, “A Muslim is a brother of a Muslim.  He does not oppress him or humiliate him or look down upon him.” (Muslim)  Also, the Prophet (saw) said, “Abusing a Muslim is wickedness and fighting him is kufr.” (Muslim)

The Prophet (saw) asked his companions, “Do you know who are the most vicious among you?”  They replied, “Please inform us, O Messenger of Allah.”  He (saw) said, “The vicious ones among you are those who go around carrying tales, showing hatred among friends and creating trouble where there is none.” (Ahmad)


Major Sin #54

Being Arrogant to Others

وَلَا تُصَعِّرْ خَدَّكَ لِلنَّاسِ وَلَا تَمْشِ فِي الْأَرْضِ مَرَحًا إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَا يُحِبُّ كُلَّ مُخْتَالٍ فَخُورٍ

And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor walk in insolence through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not each arrogant boaster. (Luqman 31:18)
وَلاَ تَطْرُدِ الَّذِينَ يَدْعُونَ رَبَّهُم بِالْغَدَاةِ وَالْعَشِيِّ يُرِيدُونَ وَجْهَهُ مَا عَلَيْكَ مِنْ حِسَابِهِم مِّن شَيْءٍ وَمَا مِنْ حِسَابِكَ عَلَيْهِم مِّن شَيْءٍ فَتَطْرُدَهُمْ فَتَكُونَ مِنَ الظَّالِمِينَ

And turn not away those who invoke their Lord, morning and afternoon seeking His Face. You are accountable for them in nothing, and they are accountable for you in nothing, that you may turn them away, and thus become of the Zalimun (unjust). (Al-An'am 6:52)
وَالَّذِينَ يُؤْذُونَ الْمُؤْمِنِينَ وَالْمُؤْمِنَاتِ بِغَيْرِ مَا اكْتَسَبُوا فَقَدِ احْتَمَلُوا بُهْتَانًا وَإِثْمًا مُّبِينًا

And those who offend believing men and women undeservedly bear on themselves the crime of slander and plain sin. (Al-Ahzab 33:58)
The Prophet (saw) said, “Allah made the earth swallow up a man who walked proudly and boastfully in his fine clothes and he will sink in it, with all his pomp, until the Day of Resurrection.” 

Major Sin #55

Trailing One’s Garment in Pride

The Prophet (saw) said, “On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will not look at the one who trails his lower garment out of pride.” (Muslim)

The Prophet (saw) said, “The part of the lower garment which goes below the ankles is in the fire.” (Bukhari)

Abu Bakr, when he heard these admonitions, said, “O Messenger of Allah, my lower garment hangs down unless I keep paying attention to it.”  The Prophet (saw) replied, “You are not one of those who do it out of pride.” (Bukhari)

Major Sin #56

Men Wearing Gold and/or Silk

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “Gold and silk are permitted to the females among my Ummah, but are prohibited to the males.” (Nisa’i) 

Hudhaifa ibn Yaman said, “Allah’s Messenger forbade us from eating or drinking from vessels of gold or silver, or to wear or sit upon silk and brocade.” (Bukhari)

Abdullah ibn Abbas reported that once the Messenger of Allah (saw) saw a gold ring upon a man’s hand – he pulled it off saying, “One among you is taking a piece of coal from the Fire and putting it in his hand!” (Muslim)

Major Sin #57
A Slave Deserting His Master

Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “When a slave runs away his prayer is not accepted.” (Muslim)
Major Sin #58

Slaughtering an Animal with Dedication to Other than Allah

وَلاَ تَأْكُلُواْ مِمَّا لَمْ يُذْكَرِ اسْمُ اللّهِ عَلَيْهِ وَإِنَّهُ لَفِسْقٌ وَإِنَّ الشَّيَاطِينَ لَيُوحُونَ إِلَى أَوْلِيَآئِهِمْ لِيُجَادِلُوكُمْ وَإِنْ أَطَعْتُمُوهُمْ إِنَّكُمْ لَمُشْرِكُونَ

Eat not (O believers) of that (meat) on which Allah's Name has not been pronounced (at the time of the slaughtering of the animal), for sure it is Fisq (a sin and disobedience of Allah). And certainly, the Shayatin (devils) do inspire their friends (from mankind) to dispute with you, and if you obey them, then you would indeed be Mushrikun (polytheists).  (Al-An'am 6:121)
It is important to note that the consensus of the Mufasirun is that this verse refers to prohibition of dead animals.  However, in the following verse Allah specifically mentions slaughtering in the name of an idol:
حُرِّمَتْ عَلَيْكُمُ الْمَيْتَةُ وَالْدَّمُ وَلَحْمُ الْخِنْزِيرِ وَمَا أُهِلَّ لِغَيْرِ اللّهِ بِهِ وَالْمُنْخَنِقَةُ وَالْمَوْقُوذَةُ وَالْمُتَرَدِّيَةُ وَالنَّطِيحَةُ وَمَا أَكَلَ السَّبُعُ إِلاَّ مَا ذَكَّيْتُمْ وَمَا ذُبِحَ عَلَى النُّصُبِ
Forbidden to you (for food) are: Al-Maytatah (the dead animals), blood, the flesh of swine, and the meat of that which has been slaughtered asaa sacrifice for others than Allah, or has been slaughtered for idols, or on which Allah's Name has not been mentioned while slaughtering, and that which has been killed by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the goring of horns - and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal - unless you are able to slaughter it (before its death) ​ and that which is sacrificed (slaughtered) on An​Nusub (stone altars). (Al-Ma'idah 5:3)
What if a person forgets?  A man asked the Prophet (saw), ‘What if a person among us slaughters an animal and forgets to mention Allah’s name in the process?” The Prophet (saw) replied, “Allah’s name is in the mouth of every Muslim.” (at-Tabari)
What if it is unknown?  Aa’isha (ra) reported that a group of people asked the Prophet (saw), “O Messenger of Allah (saw), people bring us meat and we do not known whether they have slaughtered the animal by mentioning Allah’s name.”  The Prophet (saw) replied, “Mention Allah’s name and eat.” (Bukhari)
Major Sin #59
Ascribing One’s Paternity to Another

The Prophet (saw) said, “If a person has knowingly ascribed himself to a father other than his real father, the Garden will be forbidden to him.” (Bukhari)
The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “Anyone who knowingly claims someone other than his real father as his father has committed kufr and the one who lays claim to something which does not belong to him is not of us and he will take his place in the Fire; and if someone accuses another of kufr or falsely accuses him as being the enemy of Allah then the accusation will apply to him (the accuser).” (Muslim)


Major Sin #60

Violent Arguing

ادْعُ إِلِى سَبِيلِ رَبِّكَ بِالْحِكْمَةِ وَالْمَوْعِظَةِ الْحَسَنَةِ وَجَادِلْهُم بِالَّتِي هِيَ أَحْسَنُ 

Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and beautiful admonition and argue with them by means of that which is best. (an-Nahl 16:125)

مَا يُجَادِلُ فِي آيَاتِ اللَّهِ إِلَّا الَّذِينَ كَفَرُوا 

No one argues concerning the revelations of Allah except those who disbelieve. (Al-Mumin/Ghafir 40:4)

The Prophet (saw) said, “Allah dislikes the speaker who rolls his tongue as the cow rolls her tongue.”  (Tirmidhi) This is in direct reference to those who elongate their words or make their speeches long-winded so as to show-off their eloquence or language skills. 
The Prophet (saw) said, “Those of you who will be dearest to me on the Day of Resurrection will be those with the best characters and those who will be farthest away will be those with evil characteristics such as being loud-mouthed or talkative.”  A companion asked, “We know what is meant by those who talk and are loudmouthed, but what is meant by talkative?”  The Prophet (saw) replied that they are the proud. (Tirmidhi)

Major Sin #61

Withholding Excess Water

Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “If anyone withholds his excess water or his excess vegetation, Allah will withhold His grace from him on the Day of Resurrection.” (Ahmad)
Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will neither speak to nor look at nor purify three types of people and there is a painful punishment for them: a man who, despite having excess water in his house, denies it to a passerby (who asks for it); a man who takes a pledge of loyalty to the leader only to for the sake of some worldly gain, otherwise he is disloyal to him; and a man who sells a commodity to another man by swearing to Allah that he purchased it for such-and-such a price, thus convincing him, whereas that was not the case.  To the man who denied excess water, Allah will say to him, “Today I deny you My grace as you denied what you had in excess, although you did not work to earn it.” (Bukhari)

Major Sin #62
Giving Short Measure

الَّذِينَ إِذَا اكْتَالُواْ عَلَى النَّاسِ يَسْتَوْفُونَ وَإِذَا كَالُوهُمْأَو وَّزَنُوهُمْ يُخْسِرُونَ أَلَا يَظُنُّ أُولَئِكَ أَنَّهُم مَّبْعُوثُونَ أَلَا يَظُنُّ أُولَئِكَ أَنَّهُم مَّبْعُوثُونَ لِيَوْمٍ عَظِيمٍ يَوْمَ يَقُومُ النَّاسُ لِرَبِّ الْعَالَمِينَ
Woe to Al-Mutaffifin [those who give less in measure and weight (decrease the rights of others)]; those who, when they have to receive by measure from men, demand full measure and when they have to give by measure or weight to men, give less than due. Think they not that they will be resurrected (for reckoning), On a Great Day, The Day when (all) mankind will stand before the Lord of the 'Alamîn (mankind, jinns and all that exists)? (Al-Mutaffifin 83:1-6)

Allah’s Messenger once said, “Five for Five.”  The companions asked what it meant and he (saw) replied, ‘When a nation breaks its covenant, Allah gives its enemy power over it; when people judge by criteria other than what Allah has revealed poverty spreads among them; when indecency spreads among a people death spreads among them; when they give short measure and weight, they are struck with famine shortages of vegetation; and when they do not pay zakat, rain is withheld from them. (Tabarani)

Major Sin #63

Feeling Secure from Allah’s Plan

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “When you see that Allah has bestowed upon someone what he likes to have and that person persists in his sinning, that is his gradual downfall.”  He (saw) then recited:

فَلَمَّا نَسُواْ مَا ذُكِّرُواْ بِهِ فَتَحْنَا عَلَيْهِمْ أَبْوَابَ كُلِّ شَيْءٍ حَتَّى إِذَا فَرِحُواْ بِمَا أُوتُواْ أَخَذْنَاهُم بَغْتَةً فَإِذَا هُم مُّبْلِسُونَ

So, when they forgot (the warning) with which they had been reminded, We opened to them the gates of every (pleasant) thing, until in the midst of their enjoyment in that which they were given, all of a sudden, We took them to punishment, and lo! They were plunged into destruction with deep regrets and sorrows. (Al-An'am 6:44)
Major Sin #64

Offending the Righteous, Friends of Allah

إِنَّ الَّذِينَ يُؤْذُونَ اللَّهَ وَرَسُولَهُ لَعَنَهُمُ اللَّهُ فِي الدُّنْيَا وَالْآخِرَةِ وَأَعَدَّ لَهُمْ عَذَابًا مُّهِينًا

Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger Allah has cursed them in this world, and in the Hereafter, and has prepared for them a humiliating torment. (Al-Ahzab 33:57)
The Prophet (saw) said that Allah said, “Allah Most High says, ‘Anyone who is hostile to a friend [Wali] of Mine, I declare war against him.  My servant approaches Me with nothing more beloved to Me than what I have made obligatory for him and My servant keeps drawing nearer to Me with voluntary acts until I love him.  And when I love him, I am his hearing with which he hears, his sight with which he sees, his hand with which he grasps and his foot with which he walks.  If he asks Me, I will surely give to him and if he seeks refuge in Me, I will surely protect him.’” (Bukhari)

Major Sin #65
Not Praying in Congregation without an Excuse

Firstly, the Messenger of Allah (saw) found some people who [purposely] kept away from the congregational prayer in the masjid and said, “I intended to order someone else to lead the prayer while I went to burn down the houses of those people who did not join the congregational prayer.” (Muslim)  Regarding this statement, it must be noted that the neglectful people did so purposely and without valid reason.  Even though, however, the Prophet (saw) did not actually burn down their houses, which means that although the congregation is an important act, it is not fard.

Secondly, this applies strictly to males as the Prophet (saw) said, “Do not prevent your women from coming to the mosques, but their houses are better for them.” (Abu Dawood)  More specifically, the Prophet (saw) said, “It is more excellent that a woman pray in her house than her courtyard and, indeed, more excellent if she prays in her private bedroom rather than other places in the house.” (Abu Dawood) In either case the woman receives the same reward as her male counterpart who prays in congregation.

Third, it is important to note that congregational prayers in the masjid only become fard if a person can hear the adhan.  This is found in numerous examples such as the blind man who asked if he was excused.  At the first the Prophet (saw) relented and then asked him if he could hear the adhan; the blind man said yes and the Prophet (saw) told him to answer the call by attending the masjid. (Abu Dawood)
Major Sin #66
Missing Jummuah Without Excuse

The Jummuah must be prayed in congregation for that is its nature.  The Prophet (saw) said, “Allah will seal the heart of the one who leaves off three consecutive Jummuah on account of laziness.” (Abu Dawood and Nisa’i) And, “Attending Jummuah is wajib for every male muqallaf. (Nisa’i)

Major Sin #67
Usurping the Rights of Heirs through Bequests

According the Fiqh of Inheritance, based on verses 12 to 14 of Sura an-Nisa, a person can bequeath a maximum of 1/3 of his/her inheritance to people are not normally inheritors.  For example, a close friend, or nephew or distant cousin.  The most important part is to not injure, by way of bequeathal, a person who should have received more/less.
The Prophet (saw) said, “Anyone who deprives an inheritor of his inheritance, Allah will cut him off from the Garden.” (Ibn Majah)

Major Sin #68

Deceit

The Prophet (saw) said, “Plotting and deceiving are in the fire.”  Further, the Prophet (saw) condemned to the Fire the one who deceives morning and evening with regards to another’s family and property. (Muslim)
إِنَّ الْمُنَافِقِينَ يُخَادِعُونَ اللّهَ وَهُوَ خَادِعُهُمْ 

Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is He Who deceives them. (An-Nisa 4:142)
Major Sin #69
Spying for the Enemy of the Muslims

Hatib ibn Abi Balta’a sent an emissary toward Mecca in order to inform the kufaar concerning the plan of Allah’s Messenger.  His emissary was intercepted and his plan was foiled.  Umar ibn al-Khattab asked the Prophet’s permission to kill him, but the Prophet (saw) stopped him by saying, “Let him be, as he participated in the Battle of Badr.”  In this example we see that the punishment is death, but the Prophet (saw) chose to spare this life due to the extreme loyalty from the past.


Major Sin #70

Cursing any of the Prophet’s Companions

The Prophet (saw) said, “Do not insult my companions.  By Him in Whose Hand is my soul, if any of you spent in charity as much gold as the mountain of Uhud, it would not amount to as much as a pound of the charity of one of them, or half of it.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

He (saw) also said, “Fear Allah!  Fear Allah regarding my companions!  Do not make them a target of criticism and satire after me.  The one who loves them does so out of love for me and the one who hates them does so out of hatred for me.  The one who injures them has injured me and the one has injured me has annoyed Allah and the one who annoys Allah will soon be punished by Him.” (Tirmidhi)

The Prophet (saw) said, “Indeed, Allah chose me and chose for me my companions and made them my ministers and my helpers and my in-laws
.  If anyone insults them, the curse of Allah, His angels and all of mankind is upon him.  Allah will not accept any charity or any good deed from him.” (Tabarani)
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� They ask you concerning menstruation. Say: that is an Adha (a harmful thing for a husband to have a sexual intercourse with his wife while she is having her menses), therefore keep away from women during menses and go not unto them till they have purified (from menses and have taken a bath). And when they have purified themselves, then go in unto them as Allah has ordained for you (go in unto them in any manner as long as it is in their vagina). Truly, Allah loves those who turn unto Him in repentance and loves those who purify themselves (by taking a bath and cleaning and washing thoroughly their private parts, bodies, for their prayers, etc.). (Al-Baqarah 2:222)


� The Prophet (saw) said, “Anyone who has intercourse with a woman who is in her menses and/or in her anus, or goes to a soothsayer has rejected what has been revealed to Muhammad.” (Tirmidhi)


� These verses were revealed in regards to Abu Juhaynah, a resident of Medinah, who used two different measures for grain – one for selling and one for buying in an obvious attempt to cheat the people.  This is not unlike a bank who sells currency at the full rate but buys it back at a cheaper rate


� Abu Bakr through marriage to A’isha; Umar through marriage to Hafsah; Uthman married both Umm Kulthoom and Ruqqayah; Ali married Fatimah.





