Major Sin # 4

Not Performing the Mandatory, Prescribed Daily Prayers

Then there succeed them a generation which neglected the prayers and followed their desires.  They will meet with destruction, except the one who repents and believes and acts righteously.  (Surah Maryam, Verses 59-60)

From the above ayat it becomes evident that missing the prayer is a major sin; likewise, there are many ayats throughout the Quran which mention the promise of paradise for those who guard their payers.

Furthermore, Allah sends us a warning in Surah Munafiqun, Verse 9 – O you who believe! Let not your riches or your children divert you from the remembrance of Allah, if any act thus, surely they are the losers.

However, Allah does not only condemn those who miss their prayers, but also those who delay them for no valid reason – 

So woe to the worshippers who are neglectful of their prayer. (Sura Ma'un, Verses 4-5)

From this ayat it is evident that delay of prayer is an issue, as is the lack of Khushoo' (focus) in the prayer; the Prophet (saw) furthered this concept when he (saw) said: "A prayer is not valid if one's back is not upright after bowing and prostration." (Ahmad)

What about combining prayers?  The Prophet (saw) used strong words to denounce this act without a valid excuse – "Whoever joins two prayers together without a legal excuse, then that person has committed a major sin." (Tirmidhi, Hakim)

There are numerous other ahadith which mention the prayer as a distinguishing feature of the true Believer:

The Prophet (saw) said, "The covenant between us and them consists of the Prayer: Whoever leaves it has disbelieved.” (Tirmidhi)

It was related that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "Between a man and disbelief is the nonperformance of the Prayer.” (Muslim)

Also, "Whoever neglects the Prayer of 'Asr (Late Afternoon Prayer) will have his deeds vain.” (Bukhari)

Why is the prayer so important?  Quite simply, it is the physical manifestation of faith.  Faith, or Iman, in Islam requires 3 witnesses – the belief in the heart, the statement of the tongue and the action of the body.  Thus, the physical prayer is an essential part of faith and confirming one's commitment to the development of their Islam.

What if someone leaves it off – what happens to him or her?

What led you into Hell-Fire? They will say, 'We were not of those who prayed, nor were we of those who feed the indigent. But we used to talk vanities with vain talkers, and we used to deny the Day of Judgment until there came to us (the Hour) that is certain. Then will no intercession of any intercessor profit them.

(Al-Muddathir: 42-48)

This ayat is enough to show us the abode of those who neglect their prayers.  Furthermore, according to the Fiqh of Imams Shafi'i, Malik & Ahmad, one who intentionally leaves off prayer should be killed. 

What about children?

The Prophet (saw) said: "When your children attain the age of seven years ask them [and teach them] to perform the prayer and chastise them in respect of any fault in this behalf [help them value it as part of daily life].  When they are ten years old (the age of puberty) separate their beds. (Abu Dawood)  

Imam Shafi'i said that the punishment for a non-praying 10 year old child is a beating.  He went on further to say that the non-praying adult should be killed.

Is there any other penalty?

The Day that the shin shall be laid bare, and they shall be summoned to prostrate, but they shall not be able, their eyes will be cast down, ignominy will cover them; seeing that they had been summoned aforetime to bow in adoration, while they were whole, (and had refused.) (AI-Qalam: 42-43)
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