MURDER

Major Sin # 2


The Reward of one who Murders:

And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his recompense is Hell to abide therein, and the Wrath and the Curse of Allâh are upon him, and a great punishment is prepared for him. (An-Nisa 4:93)

And those who invoke not any other ilâh (god) along with Allâh, nor kill such life as Allâh has forbidden, except for just cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse and whoever does this shall receive the punishment) The torment will be doubled to him on the Day of Resurrection, and he will abide therein in disgrace; Except those who repent and believe (in Islâmic Monotheism), and do righteous deeds, for those, Allâh will change their sins into good deeds, and Allâh is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Al-Furqan 25:68-70)

The Prophet (saw) said: When two Muslims meet with their swords drawn, the one who kills and the one who is killed will both go to Hell.  The companions asked the Prophet (saw), "O Messenger of Allah (saw) the one that was the killer will go to hell and that makes sense.  But, what about the victim?" He (saw) replied, "The victim was also eager to kill his companion." (Bukhari and Muslim)

The Prophet (saw) said, "The major sins are Shirk, Murder and deliberate perjury (lying)." (Bukhari)

What about non-Muslims?  Regarding the Christians and Jews specifically, the Prophet (saw) said, "The person who kills the one who has made a covenant will not experience the fragrance of paradise – though its odour can be experienced at a distance of forty years journey." (Bukhari)

And just in terms of planning it out – The Prophet (saw) said: "If anyone helps in the killing of a Muslim to the extent of a word, he will meet Allah with ‘despairing of Allah’s Mercy’ written on his forehead." (Ahmad)

When can we kill?

The Prophet (saw) mentioned 3 instances when he (saw) said, "The blood of a Muslim may not be legally spilt other then in one of three instances: the married person who commits adultery; a life for a life; and one who forsakes his religion and abandons the community." (Bukhari and Muslim)

Other instances include the following:

From Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah – The Prophet (saw) said, "If anyone of you finds people doing the act of the People of Lot, then kill the one doing the act [of sodomy] and the on it is being done to."

From Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi – The Prophet (saw) said, "The one who marries his father’s wife is to be killed."

From Tirmidhi – The Prophet (saw) is reported to have said that the prescribed punishment for the magician is to strike him with the sword.  However, this reporting is not authentic, although many scholars agree with this sentiment.

From Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah – The Prophet (saw) said, "If anyone finds someone committing sodomy with an animal [bestiality] you should kill him and kill the animal."  However, in this case too there is a dispute about authenticity. 

From Tirmidhi, there is a weak and/or fabricated hadith which mentions that it is permissible to kill an alcoholic.

In terms of thievery, the Prophet (saw) said that it is permissible to kill a thief on the fourth time he/she is caught.  This is reported by Abu Dawood, Nisaa'I & Al-Baihaqi.

In the interest of unity, the Prophet (saw) said, "When you are all united under one leader and someone comes to undermine your solidarity or disrupt your unity, you should kill him/her." (Muslim)

Also, in terms of Self-Defense, the Prophet (saw) said, "The one who is killed while defending his wealth is a martyr." (Bukhari)  In Abu Dawood's version of the same hadith (which has been authenticated) there is an addition as follows, "whoever is killed defending his family or his blood or his religion is a martyr."

A very important point to be remembered is that none of these penalties can be implemented without approval of the proper Islamic authority/government.  We cannot do this in Canada!

In terms of proof for this, the Hanafi Fiqh point of view (which is the most correct position" is that it is NOT allowed, based on the authentic hadith where the Prophet (saw) said, "Do not cut the hands of the thieves in battle." (Tirmidhi)

The only opposition to this point of view is in the Maliki Fiqh where they believe it is allowed, but if it leads to more harm than good, then leave it.
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