
Major Sin # 26 & 27: Oppression & Illegal Gain
What is Oppression?  It is to exercise authority in a tyrannical, burdensome, cruel or unjust manner.  It is to persecute people, abuse them, beat them, mistreat them, take advantage of the weak and take away their property and rights without just cause.  It is a heinous crime and woe to anyone who has or will participate in such an evil.  We remind ourselves to look at how we treat those in our care before we complain as to how we are treated by governments, etc.  It is not befitting that a man beats his wife or treats her harshly without cause and then complains with his friends about the evil tyranny of the rulers.  And Allah says,

وَلاَ تَحْسَبَنَّ اللّهَ غَافِلاً عَمَّا يَعْمَلُ الظَّالِمُونَ إِنَّمَا يُؤَخِّرُهُمْ لِيَوْمٍ تَشْخَصُ فِيهِ الأَبْصَارُ مُهْطِعِينَ مُقْنِعِي رُءُوسِهِمْ لاَ يَرْتَدُّ إِلَيْهِمْ طَرْفُهُمْ وَأَفْئِدَتُهُمْ هَوَاء وَأَنذِرِ النَّاسَ يَوْمَ يَأْتِيهِمُ الْعَذَابُ فَيَقُولُ الَّذِينَ ظَلَمُواْ رَبَّنَا أَخِّرْنَا إِلَى أَجَلٍ قَرِيبٍ نُّجِبْ دَعْوَتَكَ وَنَتَّبِعِ الرُّسُلَ أَوَلَمْ تَكُونُواْ أَقْسَمْتُم مِّن قَبْلُ مَا لَكُم مِّن زَوَالٍ وَسَكَنتُمْ فِي مَسَـاكِنِ الَّذِينَ ظَلَمُواْ أَنفُسَهُمْ وَتَبَيَّنَ لَكُمْ كَيْفَ فَعَلْنَا بِهِمْ وَضَرَبْنَا لَكُمُ الأَمْثَالَ

Do not think that Allah is unaware of that which the Zalimun do, but He gives them respite up to a Day when the eyes will stare in horror as they come hurrying in fear,  hastening forward with necks outstretched, their heads raised up (towards the sky), their gaze returning not towards them and their hearts empty (from thinking because of extreme fear).  And warn mankind of the Day when the torment will come unto them; then those who committed oppression will say, "Our Lord! Respite us for a little while, we will answer Your Call and follow the Messengers!" (It will be said): "Didn’t you swear earlier that there would be no end for you?  And you dwelt in the dwellings of those earlier people who wrong themselves and were destroyed and it was made clear to you how We dealt with them and We set forth examples for you.” (Ibrahim 14:42-45)

Allah's Messenger (saw) asked, “Do you know who is poor?” They (the Companions of the Prophet said, “A poor man amongst us is one who has neither dirham with him nor wealth.” He (saw) answered, “The poor of my Ummah would be he who would come on the Day of Resurrection with prayers and fasts, Hajj and Zakat but (he would find himself bankrupt on that day as he would have exhausted his funds of virtues) since he hurled abuses upon others, brought calumny against others and unlawfully consumed the wealth of others and shed the blood of others and beat others, and his virtues would be credited to the account of one (who suffered at his hand). And if his good deeds fall short to clear the account, then his victims’ sins would be entered in (his account) and he would be thrown in the Hell-Fire. (Muslim)

The Prophet (saw) said, “Allah Most High says, ‘There are three types of people who will be My adversary on the Day of Resurrection and if I am someone’s adversary, his case is decided adversely: the on who gives a promise of protection and then betrays the one in his care, the one who sells a free person and consumes the price of his sale, and the one who employs a worker and does not pay him the full wage.’  Therefore, if anyone oppresses a Jew or a Christian or diminishes a worker’s wages or burdens him beyond his capacity or takes anything away from him without his agreement, on the Day of Resurrection Allah, Most High, will be his adversary.” (Bukhari)

The character of a Muslim does not support tyranny, but stands up against it.  However, it is quite possible that one finds him/herself in a situation where they end up supporting a tyrant for some personal gain and/or out of fear.  Regardless of the situation, we MUST refrain and work to distance oneself away from any oppressors for Allah says, 

أَمْ يَقُولُونَ افْتَرَاهُ قُلْ فَأْتُواْ بِعَشْرِ سُوَرٍ مِّثْلِهِ مُفْتَرَيَاتٍ وَادْعُواْ مَنِ اسْتَطَعْتُم مِّن دُونِ اللّهِ إِن كُنتُمْ صَادِقِينَ

And do not lean/befriend/help/feel good toward the oppressors, lest the Fire touch you and you have no protecting friend against Allah – and then you will not be helped. (Hudd 11:13)

If we support the oppressor in his/her oppression then we become Makkas – the one who profits from the ill-doing.  Thus, we must beware for the Prophet (saw) said, “Do not stand around a place where an oppressed person is being oppressed without coming to his defense, because Allah’s curse descends upon such a place.”

Also, on the Day of Resurrection, Allah will say, 

احْشُرُوا الَّذِينَ ظَلَمُوا وَأَزْوَاجَهُمْ وَمَا كَانُوا يَعْبُدُونَ

Assemble the Oppresors and their Consorts/Suporters (Saffat 37:22)
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