Major Sin #8

Disrespecting One’s Parents

One of the major concepts that distinguishes the Muslim from the non-Muslim is the direct commandment of Allah in Sura al-Isra 17:23-24.

وَقَضَى رَبُّكَ أَلاَّ تَعْبُدُواْ إِلاَّ إِيَّاهُ وَبِالْوَالِدَيْنِ إِحْسَانًا إِمَّا يَبْلُغَنَّ عِندَكَ الْكِبَرَ أَحَدُهُمَا أَوْ كِلاَهُمَا فَلاَ تَقُل لَّهُمَا أُفٍّ وَلاَ تَنْهَرْهُمَا وَقُل لَّهُمَا قَوْلاً كَرِيمًا وَاخْفِضْ لَهُمَا جَنَاحَ الذُّلِّ مِنَ الرَّحْمَةِ وَقُل رَّبِّ ارْحَمْهُمَا كَمَا رَبَّيَانِي صَغِيرًا
“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him, and that you be dutiful to your parents.  If one of them or both of them attain old age in your life, day not to them a word of disrespect, not shout at them, but address them in terms of honour.  And lower unto them the wing of submission and humility through mercy, and say: ‘My Lord! Bestow on the Your Mercy as they did bring me up when I was small.’”
Al-Baghawi (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “This means not saying anything that may contain the slightest hint of irritation.  [The word ‘uff’ in the aayah, translated here as ‘a word of disrespect’] comes from the word ‘aff’, which is similar to the word ‘taff’; both words refer to the dirt that collects under fingernails, and [in Arabic] when one is annoyed and fed up with something one says ‘uff!’ to it.”

What’s more interesting is that Allah did not just enjoin this duty upon the believers, but on the whole of humanity as is mentioned in Sura Luqman 31:14-15
وَوَصَّيْنَا الْإِنسَانَ بِوَالِدَيْهِ حَمَلَتْهُ أُمُّهُ وَهْنًا عَلَى وَهْنٍ وَفِصَالُهُ فِي عَامَيْنِ أَنِ اشْكُرْ لِي وَلِوَالِدَيْكَ إِلَيَّ الْمَصِيرُ وَإِن جَاهَدَاكَ عَلى أَن تُشْرِكَ بِي مَا لَيْسَ لَكَ بِهِ عِلْمٌ فَلَا تُطِعْهُمَا وَصَاحِبْهُمَا فِي الدُّنْيَا مَعْرُوفًا وَاتَّبِعْ سَبِيلَ مَنْ أَنَابَ إِلَيَّ ثُمَّ إِلَيَّ مَرْجِعُكُمْ فَأُنَبِّئُكُم بِمَا كُنتُمْ تَعْمَلُونَ

“And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) to his parents.  His mother bore him in weakness and hardship upon weakness and hardship, and his weaning is in two ears – give thanks to Me and to your parents, - unto Me is the final destination.  But if they (both) strive with you to make you in worship with Me others that of which you have no knowledge, then obey them not, but behave with them in the world kindly, and follow the path of him who turns to Me in repentance and in obedience.  Then to Me will be your return, and I shall tell you what you used to do.” 

وَوَصَّيْنَا الْإِنسَانَ بِوَالِدَيْهِ حُسْنًا وَإِن جَاهَدَاكَ لِتُشْرِكَ بِي مَا لَيْسَ لَكَ بِهِ عِلْمٌ فَلَا تُطِعْهُمَا إِلَيَّ مَرْجِعُكُمْ فَأُنَبِّئُكُم بِمَا كُنتُمْ تَعْمَلُونَ

“And We have enjoined on man to be good and dutiful to his parents” [Sura al-Ankaboot 29:8]

وَوَصَّيْنَا الْإِنسَانَ بِوَالِدَيْهِ إِحْسَانًا حَمَلَتْهُ أُمُّهُ كُرْهًا وَوَضَعَتْهُ كُرْهًا وَحَمْلُهُ وَفِصَالُهُ ثَلَاثُونَ شَهْرًا حَتَّى إِذَا بَلَغَ أَشُدَّهُ وَبَلَغَ أَرْبَعِينَ سَنَةً قَالَ رَبِّ أَوْزِعْنِي أَنْ أَشْكُرَ نِعْمَتَكَ الَّتِي أَنْعَمْتَ عَلَيَّ وَعَلَى وَالِدَيَّ وَأَنْ أَعْمَلَ صَالِحًا تَرْضَاهُ وَأَصْلِحْ لِي فِي ذُرِّيَّتِي إِنِّي تُبْتُ إِلَيْكَ وَإِنِّي مِنَ الْمُسْلِمِينَ

And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful and kind to his parents. His mother bears him with hardship and she brings him forth with hardship, and the bearing of him, and the weaning of him is thirty (30) months, till when he attains full strength and reaches forty years, he says: "My Lord! Grant me the power and ability that I may be grateful for Your Favour which You have bestowed upon me and upon my parents, and that I may do righteous good deeds, such as please You, and make my off-spring good. Truly, I have turned to You in repentance, and truly, I am one of the Muslims (submitting to Your Will)." (Al-Ahqaf 46:15) 
Indeed, we are not only commanded to take care of our own parents, but to beware of the respect owed to other parents as the Prophet (saw) said, “A man’s cursing of his parents is one the greatest serious sins.”  He was asked, “O Allah’s Messenger (saw), how does a man curse his parents?” and he (saw) replied, “The man abuses the father of another man who then abuses his father and his mother.” (Bukhari & Muslim)

What are the consequences of disobedience?  Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “A person who is disrespectful to his parents, the one who keeps reminding people of the favours he has done them and the one who is addicted to intoxicants will not enter the Garden.” (Bukhari & Muslim).

And what are the consequences of obedience?  From the Noble Qur’an:

هَلْ جَزَاء الْإِحْسَانِ إِلَّا الْإِحْسَانُ

Is there any reward for good other than good? (Ar-Rahman 55:60)

Mother or Father?  The Messenger of Allah (saw) was approached by a man who asked, “Messenger of Allah (saw), who is most deserving of my close companionship?” The Messenger of Allah (saw) replied, “Your mother.”  The man asked again, “Who next?”  And the response was the same.  Once again the man asked, and received the same response, “Your mother.”  After the fourth question, the Messenger of Allah (saw) replied, “Your father.” (Bukhari & Muslim)
A Serious Story: It was told that at the time of the Prophet (saw) there was a young man called Al-Qamah. He was very diligent in obeying Allah by engaging in prayer, fasting and spending in sadaqah. This man fell ill and when his illness became serious, his wife sent a message to the Prophet (saw) saying "My husband Al-Qamah is dying and I wanted to inform you about his condition." The Prophet (saw)  sent Amar, Suhaib, and Bilal saying to them "Go to him and let him say and repeat the shahadah". They went to him, and entered his house and found him in the agony of death. They asked him to repeat Laa ilaaha illallah, but his tongue was not able to utter the words. At that, they sent someone telling the Prophet (saw) that he was unable to repeat the shahadah. The Prophet (saw) asked "Is either of his parents alive?" He was told that his mother is but was very old. The Prophet (saw) sent her a message asking her to come to him if she was able to, or otherwise she should stay at home till the Prophet (saw) comes to her. The messenger came to her and informed her of the Prophet’s (saw) message. She said "May my life be a ransom for him; It is I who ought to go to him." She then stood up leaning on her walking stick, and came to the Prophet (saw) and greeted him. The Prophet (saw) returned her greetings and said to her; "Umm Al-Qamah, tell me the truth, for otherwise Allah most high will reveal the truth to me! How was the situation with your son Al-Qamah?" She replied "Messenger of Allah he prays much, he fasts a great deal and spends a great amount in charity". The Prophet (saw) asked, "What about yourself?" She said, "Messenger of Allah, I am angry with him". He asked, "Why?" She replied, "He has preferred his wife to me and disobeyed me". The Allah's Messenger (saw)  said, "Umm Al-Qamah, surely your anger has prevented Al-Qamah's tongue from uttering the Shahadah". He then turned to Bilal and asked him to go out and collect a quantity of firewood. She said, "Messenger of Allah, what do you plan to do?" He replied, "I will burn him in front of your eyes". She said,” Messenger of Allah, he is my son! My heart cannot bare seeing you do that!" He said, "Umm Al-Qamah, Allah’s torment is more severe and more lasting! Therefore, if you want Allah to forgive him, be content with him. I swear by Allah, in whose hand is my soul, Al-Qamah's praying, fasting and spending in charity are all of no benefit to him as long as you are angry with him". Therefore she replied, "Messenger of Allah, I call upon Allah most High and his angels and the Muslims present to be my witnesses that I contented with my son Al-Qamah." Allah's Messenger said, "Bilal, go to him and see if he is able to say Laa ilaaha illallah or not. It may be that Umm Al-Qamah is saying something (for my sake) which is not in her heart." As soon as Bilal reached the door of Al-Qamah's house, he heard him saying 'Laa ilaaha illallah'. Bilal entered the house and remarked, "It is true that the anger of Al-Qamah's mother prevented his tongue from uttering the Shahadah, whilst her pleasure set it free."

Al-Qamah died the same day. The Prophet (saw) and gave orders for washing and shrouding the body, and then he prayed the funeral prayer for him and buried him. Thereafter he (saw) stood by his grave and said, "Listen you, company of immigrants (Muhajirun) and Helpers (Ansar) if anyone favours his wife over his mother Allah and his angels and all of mankind will curse him! Allah does not accept his beneficence and is uprightness unless he repents towards Allah the Glorious, The Majestic, and reconciles with his mother and attain her pleasure, for Allah's pleasure consists in her pleasure, and Allah's anger consists in her anger". (Tabarani and Ahmed)
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