
Major Sin # 43:  Propagating Rumours
وَلَا تُطِعْ كُلَّ حَلَّافٍ مَّهِينٍ هَمَّازٍ مَّشَّاء بِنَمِيمٍ

And obey not everyone who swears much, and is considered worthless, a slanderer, going about with calumnies. (Al-Qalam 68:10-11)

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “You will find that among the worst of people is the one who is two-faced – showing one face to this person and another face to that person.  The one who has a forked tongue in this world will have a forked tongue of fire on the Day of Resurrection.” (Bukhari)

The Prophet (saw) also said, “The one who runs the rumour mill will not enter the Garden.” (Abu Dawood and Tirmidhi)

Included in this definition, according to Imam al-Ghazali, is that a person goes around exposing what someone has said about another in order to cause embarrasement and/or defamation and/or destroy relationships.  In this situation we should not believe what the slanderer is saying and should confront both the slanderer and the accused to resolve the issue.  Hasan Al-Basri said, “If a person tells you about others, be assured that he is telling others about you.”

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا إِن جَاءكُمْ فَاسِقٌ بِنَبَأٍ فَتَبَيَّنُوا أَن تُصِيبُوا قَوْمًا بِجَهَالَةٍ فَتُصْبِحُوا عَلَى مَا فَعَلْتُمْ نَادِمِينَ

O you who believe! If a rebellious evil person comes to you with a news, verify it, lest you harm people in ignorance, and afterwards you become regretful to what you have done. (Al-Hujurat 49:6)
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