Al Qada’ wal Qadr

((((((  ((((((
Divine Will & Predestination

What is Al Qada’?

The word Qada’ refers to a decision that is made, or a decree or judgment.  For example, a related word Qaadi means “Judge” – a person who makes specific decisions and/or judgements.  Furthermore, in this context, the word Qada’ refers to a thing which is completed and finished; also, that everything has been carried out completely and all obligations have been fulfilled.  An example is found in the Qur’an:
	فَقَضَاهُنَّ سَبْعَ سَمَاوَاتٍ فِي يَوْمَيْنِ وَأَوْحَى فِي كُلِّ سَمَاء أَمْرَهَا وَزَيَّنَّا السَّمَاء الدُّنْيَا بِمَصَابِيحَ وَحِفْظًا ذَلِكَ تَقْدِيرُ الْعَزِيزِ الْعَلِيمِ


Then He completed and finished from their creation (as) seven heavens in two Days and He made in each heaven its affair. And We adorned the nearest (lowest) heaven with lamps (stars) to be an adornment as well as to guard (from the devils by using them as missiles against the devils). Such is the Decree of Him the All-Mighty, the All-Knower. (Fussilat 41:12)
What is Al Qadr?

The word Qadr simply means that which has been decreed, judged and the ultimate destiny of a thing.  Moreover, in this context, Qadr refers to something which has happened based on prior knowledge.  This is also found in the above mentioned verse.

How are these two words related?

Essentially, Qadr is the foundation of “previous knowledge” upon which the “creation” was built – the completed structure is Qada’.   Ibn Hajr (Fath al Bari) adds, “What is meant is that Allah knows how things will be and when they will happen, before He initiates them.  Then He creates that which He already knows will happen.  Hence, everything that happens stems from His knowledge, power and will.”  As such, Qadr – that previous knowledge – is what we are most interested in.
Documenting Qadr:

· Narrates Tawoos ibn Kaysani: “I heard from Abdullah ibn Umar that all success, defeat, sadness, happiness, stress, depression and even the thorn that pricks person by accident – all of it happens by Qadr.” (Sahih Muslim 4/2045, no. 2655)

· Verily, We have created all things with Qadr (Divine Preordainments of all things before their creation, as written in the Book of Decrees Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz). (Al-Qamar 54:49)

· And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is hidden), none knows them but He. And He knows whatever there is in (or on) the earth and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but he knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the Earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record. (Al-An'am 6:59)
· No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves but is inscribed in the Book of Decrees (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz), before We bring it into existence. Verily, that is easy for Allah. In order that you may not be sad over matters that you fail to get, nor rejoice because of that which has been given to you. And Allah likes not prideful boasters. (Al-Hadid 57:22-23)
The Purpose for Qadr
The main idea behind Qadr is that everything in creation exists in a balanced way.  Another meaning for the word Qadr is quantity, or that which is measured out.  As such, Allah mentions this concept in the following verses from the Noble Qur’an:

· He has created everything, and has measured it exactly according to its due measurements. (Al-Furqan 25:2)

· Who has created (everything), and then proportioned it; And Who has measured (preordainments for each and everything even to be blessed or wretched); then guided (i.e. showed mankind the right as well as wrong paths, and guided the animals to pasture); (Al-A'la 87:2-3)
The word Qadr as an attribute of Tawheed
In an earlier class we discussed that Tawheed is, generally, broken down into three main sub-categories: Tawheed of Allah’s Lordship (Rooboobiyyah), Tawheed of Allah’s Right to be the Only One Worthy of Worship (Ooloohiyyah) and Tawheed of Allah’s Uniqueness as described by His Names & Attributes (Asma was Siffat).  

Thus, among the Names & Attributes of Allah are:

( Al Qaadir (the Able)


( Al Muqtadir (Omnipotent) 

( Al Qadeer (the All Powerful)

( Qudrah (Power)

As such, the concept of Qadr is undoubtedly an aspect of belief and without absolute belief in Qadr, one cannot be considered a Muslim.   

Qadr is Essential to Believing!

This is evidenced in the opening narration of the Hadith of Jibreel (the hadith we are currently studying) from Sahih Muslim:
It is narrated on the authority of Yahya bin Ya'mur that the first man who discussed about Qadr (Divine Decree) in Basra was Ma'bad al-Juhani. I along with Humaid b. 'Abdur-Rahman Himyari set out for prilgrimage or for 'Umrah and said: Should it so happen that we come into contact with one of the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) we shall ask him a bout what is talked about Taqdir (Division Decree). Accidentally we came across Abdullah ibn Umar ibn al-Khattab, while he was entering the mosque. My companion and I surrounded him. One of us (stood) on his right and the other stood on his left. I expected that my companion would authorize me to speak. I therefore said: Abu Abdur Rahman! there have appeared some people in our land who recite the Holy Qur'an and pursue knowledge. And then after talking about their affairs, added: They (such people) claim that there is no such thing as Divine Decree and events are not predestined. He (Abdullah ibn Umar) said: When you happen to meet such people tell them that I have nothing to do with them and they have nothing to do with me. And verily they are in no way responsible for my (belief). Abdullah ibn Umar swore by Him (the Lord) (and said): If any one of them (who does not believe in the Divine Decree) had with him gold equal to the bulk of (the mountain) Uhud and then, it (in the way of Allah), Allah would not accept it unless he affirmed his faith in Divine Decree. He further said: My father, Umar ibn al-Khattab, told me: One day we were sitting in the company of Allah's Apostle (saw
) when there appeared before us a man dressed in pure white… 
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The Four Principles of Qadr
1. Belief in Allah’s “ever-existing” Knowledge of EVERYTHING (‘Alameen), both of general knowledge and specific, minute details – before its existence.  

· And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is hidden), none knows them but He. And He knows whatever there is in (or on) the earth and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but he knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record. (Al-An'am 6:59)
· that you may know that Allah has power over all things, and that Allah surrounds (comprehends) all things in (His) Knowledge. (At-Talaq 65:12)
Included in this belief is the belief that Allah knows what would have happened “if” – with Him is the knowledge of what could have been, what would have been, etc.  This is based on the hadith of the Prophet (saw) who was asked about the children of the polytheists and he (saw) said, “Allah knows best what they would have done.”

Why would Allah have this knowledge, or any knowledge about what and who exists?  The answer is fairly obvious – He is the Creator and, thus, knows the limits of His creation.   Indeed, Allah knows us better than we know ourselves:

· Should not He Who has created know? And He is the Most Kind and Courteous (to His slaves) All-Aware (of everything). (Al-Mulk 67:14)
The key to grasping this concept is to understand that Allah has no limits – especially in terms of space and time.  On the other hand, human beings are limited by space and time and whatever other dimensions exist.  As a result, we are forced to wait for an outcome while Allah does not need to wait.  
Furthermore, we are limited by a set lifespan, while Allah is not – He is the Beginning and the End, He is the Eternal, Ever-Living.  As a result, we are limited in our knowledge of anything that existed before our time.  
Moreover, because Allah created us and, thus knows us better than we know ourselves, He knows what alternate realities could have existed.  Yet, He knows what our choices will be, regardless of what could have been.  Think about a “Choose Your Own Adventure” book – the reader reads and follows a story, but the author of that book knows every possible outcome that is in the book.  On a much smaller scale, that author has more knowledge then the reader.  Allah, however, knows what choices each reader will choose.
2. Belief that Allah has written everything that will come to pass until the Day of Resurrection in the Preserved Tablet (Al Lauh al Mahfooz)

· Know you not that Allah knows all that is in heaven and on earth? Verily, it is (all) in the Book (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz). Verily! That is easy for Allah. (Al-Hajj 22:70)

· No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves but is inscribed in the Book of Decrees (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz), before We bring it into existence. Verily, that is easy for Allah. (Al-Hadid 57:22)
· Verily, We have created all things with Qadar (Divine Preordainments of all things before their creation, as written in the Book of Decrees Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz). (Al-Qamar 54:49)
· Nay! This is a Glorious Qur'an, (Inscribed) in Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz (The Preserved Tablet)! (Al-Buruj 85:21-22)
· The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “The first thing which Allah created was the Pen.  He (Allah) said, ‘Write!’  It said, ‘What shall I write?’  He (Allah) said, ‘Write the decree (al-qadr) of what has happened and what is to happen, for all eternity.’” (Sahih Sunan At-Tirmidhi)
· The Messenger of Allah said, “Allah wrote the decrees of His creation fifty thousand years before He created the heavens and the earth.”  He (saw) also said, “And His throne was over water.” (Muslim) 

Ibn Qayyim takes this last hadith and puts things into perspective for us, outlining the different aspects of pre-recorded decrees/predestination:

i. The Pre-Existent measure by the knowledge of Allah, which is in the Preserved Tablet; this information will never change

ii. Allah’s decree of a person’s lifes which is written down when the fetus is given its soul (we will look at this in hadith 4) – this includes the person’s lifespan, their means of sustenance, their deeds and whether or not he/she will be successful

iii. A yearly decree which comes down on Layla tul Qadr

iv. A daily qadr for everything that occurs – based on the verse: Everyday He has a matter to bring forth! (Ar-Rahman 55:29)
So, while the taqdir written in the preserved tablet is unchangeable, the other types of taqdir are, indeed, changeable.  Understanding this, means that whatever changes we ask for and are granted have already been written in the preserved tablet.  This concept is based on the following ayat: Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills). And with Him is the Mother of the Book (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz) (Ra'd 13:39)
3. Belief in the irresistible will and perfect power of Allah, such that what He wills happens and what He does not will does not happen;  Existence is solely in the Power (Qudrah) of Allah 
· Allah sends astray whom He wills and He guides on the Straight Path whom He wills. (Al-An'am 6:39)

· Verily, His Command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says to it, "Be!" and it is! (Ya-Sin 36:82)

· Verily, this (the Qur'an) is no less than a Reminder to (all) the 'Alamin (mankind and jinns). To whomsoever among you who wills to walk straight, and you will not, unless (it be) that Allah wills, the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists). (At-Takwir 81:27-29)


4. Belief that Allah has created everything that exists and that Allah has no partner in His creation


· All praises and thanks be to Allah, Who (Alone) created the heavens and the earth, and originated the darkness and the light. (Al-An'am 6:1)

· Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the Wakil (Trustee, Disposer of affairs, Guardian, etc.) over all things. (Az-Zumar 39:62)

· Verily, We have created all things with Qadar (Divine Preordainments of all things before their creation, as written in the Book of Decrees Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz). (Al-Qamar 54:49)
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Who Decides Our Actions, Our Deeds?
This is a difficult area to understand and is what causes most people to go astray when dwelling on this topic.  Essentially, we must look upon our actions and deeds as part of the creation of Allah, as it applies to Qadr.  Why?  This is because Allah creates through the actions of His creation.  For example, Allah decided that humankind would create an airplane and travel through the skies in this machine.  So, Allah created a set of circumstances for a set group of people at a specific place, specific time with specified resources and then even added the atmosphere [their past history that would lead them to this point] that would be necessary for those people to have the dream, the goal, the ingenuity and educational capability to design and build and successfully test this amazing machine.   As a result, as we reflect upon the tapestry of our own lives, we realize that nothing happens by chance – everything is planned out by the Master Planner:  

· And they plotted and Allah planned too. And Allah is the Best of the planners. (Ali Imran 3:54)
· "While Allah has created you and what you make!" (As-Saffat 37:96)
Reflection: think about all of the things that have happened in your life and how that has brought you here today, in this basement, with these specific people.

What About Guidance (hidaya)?

· Whomsoever Allah guides, he is the guided one, and whomsoever He sends astray, those! They are the losers. (Al-A'raf 7:178)

· Truly, your Lord knows best who has gone astray from His Path, and He is the Best Aware of those who are guided. (An-Nahl 16:125)

Jaabir narrates that Suraaqah ibn Maalik ibn Ju’sham came and said, “O Messenger of Allah, explain our religion to us as if we had only just been created.  What should we strive for today?  Is it for something concerning which the pens have dried and the decree has been issued
, or is it concerning something that is yet to be decided?”  The Messenger of Allah (saw) replied, “No, it is for something concerning which the pens have dried and the decree has been issued.”  Suaaqah then asked, “Then why should we strive?”  The Messenger of Allah (saw) replied, “Strive.  For each person will be facilitated to do his/her deeds.” (Sahih Muslim)

Umar ibn Al-Khattab said to the Messenger of Allah (saw), “O Messenger of Allah, do you think that what we strive to do emanates from our initiative or something that has been decreed already?”  The Messenger of Allah (saw) replied, “It is something that has been decreed already, O son of Al-Khattab.  Every person will be facilitated to what he intends to do.  If he is one of the blessed, he will do that which will take him to Paradise and if he is one of the doomed than he will be facilitated to do that which will send him to hell. (Sunan Tirmidhi, Sahih Hasan)

Ali ibn Abi Talib narrates, “We were at a funeral in graveyard of Gharqad and the Messenger of Allah (saw) came to us and we sat around him.  He had a stick with him. He lowered his head and began to scratch the earth with his stick, and then said, “There is not one amongst you except that Allah has decreed a seat in Paradise or Hell and it has been decreed whether he would be an evil person or a blessed person.”  Someone than asked, “O Messenger of Allah, if this is the case then why should we not just rely upon what has been decreed and not bother to strive?”  The Messenger of Allah (saw) replied, “Whoever is one of the blessed will end up doing the actions of those who are blessed and whoever is one of the doomed will end up doing the actions of those who are doomed.”  The Prophet (saw) then continued, saying, “Strive!  For everyone will be guided.  Those who are blessed will be guided to do the actions of who are blessed and those who are doomed will have acts of evil made easier for them.”  Then the Messenger of Allah (saw) recited:  As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to Allah and fears Him, and believes in Al-Husna,  We will make smooth for him the path of ease (goodness).  But he who is greedy miser and thinks himself self-sufficient and belies Al-Husna, We will make smooth for him the path for evil; (Al-Lail 92:5-10)
Reflection:  reflect upon the following song lyrics in relation to what has been mentioned above – 

You got problems, you claim you need a break
But every dollar you get you take
Straight to the Dopeman, try to get a beam up
Your idle time is spent tryna scheme up
Another way to get money for a jumbo
When you go to sleep you count Five-O's
Lyin' and cheatin', everybody you're beatin'
Dirty clothes and you're skinny cause you haven't been eatin'
You ripped off all your family and your friends
Nowhere does your larceny end
And then you get an idea for a big move
An armed robbery...smooth
But everything went wrong, somebody got shot
You couldn't get away, the cops roll, you're popped
And now you're locked, yo, lampin' on Death Row
Society's fault? No
Nobody put the crack into the pipe
Nobody made you smoke off your life
You thought that you could do dope and still stay cool? Fool.
You played yourself...

Is Qadr Something We Can Change?

As was mentioned earlier, there are different aspects to Qadr and there are, in fact, some things we can make du’a about.  Let’s consider the following hadith:
1. Laylat-ul-Qadr is the Night of Decree and on this night the decree for the coming year is brought down.  During this night, then, and beforehand, it is imperative to pray to Allah for what we would like in the coming year.

2. Daily Qadr – everyday there is a decree made and so, again, it is imperative for us to make du’a on a daily basis for what we want to occur in the coming day; this is based on the following ayat: Whosoever is in the heavens and on earth begs of Him (its needs from Him). Every day He has a matter to bring forth (such as giving honour to some, disgrace to some, life to some, death to some, etc.)! (Ar-Rahman 55:29)
Why the stress on du’a?  Because:

1. The Prophet (saw) stated that: Nothing repels qadr except du’a (Hasan Grade, Tirmidhi)

2. The Prophet (saw) said, “Caution will not be of any benefit against qadr, but du’a benefits matters that have occurred and that are yet to occur.  And indeed, du’a meets with a calamity and fights it until the Day of Judgment.” (Hasan Grade, Tabarani)

Why is du’a important in matters of destiny?  Because the Prophet (saw) also said, “The influence of an evil eye is a fact; if anything would precede the destiny it would be the influence of an evil eye.”  SO, we must make du’a for protection from the calamities which may be in our qadr  and this is based on the following ayat from the Noble Qur’an: Verily, they used to hasten on to do good deeds, and they used to call on Us with hope and fear, and used to humble themselves before Us. (Al-Anbiya 21:90)
Okay – so, we’ve established that Qadr can change through the power of Du’a.  But, how can this be when we previously stated that everything has been written down in Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz already?  The way we understand this is that everything has indeed been written down in Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz and the knowledge of that book is with Allah, and Only Him.  The angels don’t know what is in that book, nor does anyone else.  As such, Allah can change what the angels are expecting to write down – this is based on the following ayat:

Allah blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills). And with Him is the Mother of the Book (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz) (Ra'd 13:39)
What is being “blotted” out is the books of the angels who record everything.  For example, an angel will write down the bad deed that a person has done; however, that person will follow up that bad deed with a good deed and Allah will tell the angel to “blot out” the previous bad deed from that person’s record.  In Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz, this entire process was already written out.

The Limits of Qadr

Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalaani (the author of Fath al Bari, which is the tafsir of Sahih al-Bukhari) advised, “The way to understand this matter is to stop at what has been said in the Qur’an and Sunnah, without referring to analogy and reason.  Whoever is not content with this limitation will end up confused, astray and lost and his/her mind will never be at rest.  The issue of Qadr is one of Allah’s ‘secrets.’  He has put around it a veil to conceal its knowledge from the minds and knowledge of His creation.  Indeed, it is not known by any angel or prophet.”

The Benefits of Believing in Qadr
1. Believing in Qadr means that one relies solely upon Allah and realizes that in order to benefit from Qadr he/she must make du’a to Allah and to Him Alone – thus, it removes a person from committing shirk.

2. It helps a person through times of ease and distress:

· Who, when afflicted with calamity, say: "Truly! To Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall return." They are those on whom are the Salawat (i.e. blessings, etc.) (i.e. who are blessed and will be forgiven) from their Lord, and (they are those who) receive His Mercy, and it is they who are the guided-ones. (Al-Baqarah 2:156-157)
· So verily, with the hardship, there is relief, (Ash-Sharh 94:5)
· Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope. (Al-Baqarah 2:286)
3. Belief in Qadr causes a person to be more aware of the Plan of Allah.  This makes a person always cautious and careful about their deeds and keeps him/her more aware of Allah:

· None feels secure from the Plan of Allah except the people who are the losers. (Al-A'raf 7:99)
4. It protects a person from boasting and bragging or becoming arrogant.  It makes a person more grateful of the obstacles that have been lifted from their path and the blessings that have been put in their place
5. The belief in Qadr also brings about a peace of mind, a tranquil state of being:

· No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves but is inscribed in the Book of Decrees (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz), before We bring it into existence. Verily, that is easy for Allah. In order that you may not be sad over matters that you fail to get, nor rejoice because of that which has been given to you. And Allah likes not prideful boasters. (Al-Hadid 57:22-23)
6. It gives a purpose for living this life and helps a person begin to recognize the perfect design of the universe and this existence of existence. 
� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhee wa Salaam – May the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him


� N.B. Allah’s knowledge is not limited by time.  The fifty thousand years mentioned here is not a limitation on Allah’s knowledge – it is merely a timestamp on the when the decrees for our existence were put in place. 





� We will discuss this in Hadith #19 of Imam Nawawi’s 40 Hadith





