Major Sin # 9: Abandoning Relatives
بِسْمِ اللهِ الرَّحْمنِ الرَّحِيمِ يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ اتَّقُواْ رَبَّكُمُ الَّذِي خَلَقَكُم مِّن نَّفْسٍ وَاحِدَةٍ وَخَلَقَ مِنْهَا زَوْجَهَا وَبَثَّ مِنْهُمَا رِجَالاً كَثِيراً وَنِسَاء وَاتَّقُواْ اللّهَ الَّذِي تَسَاءلُونَ بِهِ وَالأَرْحَامَ إِنَّ اللّهَ كَانَ عَلَيْكُمْ رَقِيبًا

O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He created his wife [Hawwa (Eve)], and from them both He created many men and women and fear Allah through Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever an All​Watcher over you. (An-Nisa 4:1)
فَهَلْ عَسَيْتُمْ إِن تَوَلَّيْتُمْ أَن تُفْسِدُوا فِي الْأَرْضِ وَتُقَطِّعُوا أَرْحَامَكُمْ  أُوْلَئِكَ الَّذِينَ لَعَنَهُمُ اللَّهُ فَأَصَمَّهُمْ وَأَعْمَى أَبْصَارَهُمْ

Would you then, if you were given the authority, do mischief in the land, and sever your ties of kinship?  Such are they whom Allah has cursed, so that He has made them deaf and blinded their sight. (Muhammad 47:22-23)
The Prophet (saw) said, “The one who breaks the ties of family relations will not enter the Garden.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

It is important to note that most heinous reason for severing family ties is because of financial reasons.  This is when a rich relative abandons his/her poor or weak relatives due to pride in their wealth and/or status.  In this regard, the Prophet (saw) said, “If someone has poor relatives and chooses to give charity to others, his/her charity will not be accepted by Allah and Allah will not look at him on the Day of Resurrection.  However, if he is also poor, then he should keep ties with them and visit them and keep informed of their situation.” 

It really is quite obvious as to why family ties would be so important to our religion – family is who we turn to when we are in times of need and our family members are a blessing indeed.  If one has many siblings and is searching for a reason then let him/her speak with an only child and then reflect upon their blessing.  The Prophet (saw) said, “Al-Rahm” is word connect with “Ar-Rahman.”  Allah say, “I am the Ar-Rahman” and this is the “Rahm.”  I shall keep connected to him who keeps connected with it [Rahm] and break the connection with him who breaks connection with it [Rahm].” (Bukhari)
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