
Major Sin # 37: Showing Off (riya’)
وَإِذَا قَامُواْ إِلَى الصَّلاَةِ قَامُواْ كُسَالَى يُرَآؤُونَ النَّاسَ وَلاَ يَذْكُرُونَ اللّهَ إِلاَّ قَلِيلاً

And when they stand up for As-Salat (the prayer), they stand with laziness and to be seen of men, and they do not remember Allah but little. (An-Nisa 4:142)

يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُواْ لاَ تُبْطِلُواْ صَدَقَاتِكُم بِالْمَنِّ وَالأذَى كَالَّذِي يُنفِقُ مَالَهُ رِئَاء النَّاسِ
O you who believe! Do not render in vain your Sadaqah (charity) by reminders of your generosity or by injury, like him who spends his wealth to be seen of men. (Al-Baqarah 2:264)

فَمَن كَانَ يَرْجُو لِقَاء رَبِّهِ فَلْيَعْمَلْ عَمَلًا صَالِحًا وَلَا يُشْرِكْ بِعِبَادَةِ رَبِّهِ أَحَدًا
So whoever hopes for the Meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate none as a partner in the worship of his Lord." (Al-Kahf 18:110)

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “The first person to be called forth on the Day of Resurrection will be a man who died as a martyr.  After Allah has reminded him of the favour He should him and the man acknowledges it, He will ask, “What did you do to show gratitude for it?”  The man will reply, “I fought for your cause until I was martyred.” Allah will say, “You lie!  You fought so that people might call you courageous and the have done so.” The command will then be issued and this man will be dragged, face down, and thrown into the Hellfire.  Next, a man who had acquired and imparted knowledge and read the Qur’an will be brought forth and after Allah has reminded him of the favour He should him and the man acknowledges it, He will ask, “What did you do to show gratitude for it?”  The man will reply, “I acquired and imparted knowledge and read the Qur’an for Your sake.” Allah will say, “You lie!  You acquired knowledge so that people might call you learned and you read the Qur’an so they may call you a reader and they have done so.”  The command will then be issued and this man will be dragged, face down, and thrown into the Hellfire.  Next, a man whom Allah made affluent, to whom He gave all kinds of property will be brought forward and after Allah has reminded him of the favour He should him and the man acknowledges it, He will ask, “What did you do to show gratitude for it?”  The man will reply, “I did not neglect to give liberally for Your sake to all the causes which You approved.”  Allah will say, “You lie!  You did it so that people would call you generous and they have done so.”  The command will then be issued and this man will be dragged, face down, and thrown into the Hellfire.” (Muslim)

Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “The greatest fear I have about you (Muslims) is minor Shirk.”  He was asked, “What is that, O Messenger of Allah?” The Prophet (saw) replied, “That is doing good deeds for show.  On the Day when Allah, Most High, will reward people for their deeds, He will tell them, “Go to those people for whose attention and praise you did these deeds and see if they will reward you.”” (Ahmad)
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