Bismillahi wa Salatoo wa Salam a’la Rasooloollah

“Lo! The first house (of worship) founded for mankind was that at Bakkah; a blessing and guidance for all people.” (Quran 3:96)
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Literally, the word Ka’bah means: a place with respect and prestige.  It has also been called “Bait-ul-Haram,” or “the honourable house.”  As such, it should be no surprise that for the Muslim community the Ka’bah is a very important monument.  It represents the unification of humanity throughout the beginning of our life here on Earth.  It represents the main principle of Islam and serves to coalesce all of humanity, right from our common father, Adam (p.b.u.h.).  The history of the Ka’bah is rather simple, as from its inculcation at the time of Ibrahim (p.b.u.h.) it has always served as a place of pilgrimage for Muslims and non-Muslims alike.  However, there have been major structural modifications all through the ages.

“And (remember) when we prepared for Ibraheem the place for the (holy)  House saying: Making nothing as My partner and purify My House for those who walk around it and those who stand, bow and make prostration before it.” (Qur’an 22:26)

“And remember when Ibraheem and Isma’eel laid the foundation of the House (of worship).” (Quran 2:127)

From Sahih-ul-Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 55, Number 583: 
Narrated Ibn Abbas: 

The first lady [Hagar] to use a girdle was the mother of Ishmael. She used a girdle so that she might hide her tracks from Sarah. Abraham brought her and her son Ishmael while she was suckling him, to a place near the Ka'ba under a tree on the spot of Zam-zam, at the highest place in the mosque. During those days there was nobody in Mecca, nor was there any water So he made them sit over there and placed near them a leather bag containing some dates, and a small water-skin containing some water, and set out homeward. Ishmael's mother followed him saying, "O Abraham! Where are you going, leaving us in this valley where there is no person whose company we may enjoy, nor is there anything (to enjoy)?" She repeated that to him many times, but he did not look back at her Then she asked him, "Has Allah ordered you to do so?" He said, "Yes." She said, "Then He will not neglect us," and returned while Abraham proceeded onwards, and on reaching the Thaniya where they could not see him, he faced the Ka'ba, and raising both hands, invoked Allah saying the following prayers: 

'O our Lord! I have made some of my offspring dwell in a valley without cultivation, by Your Sacred House (Kaba at Mecca) in order, O our Lord, that they may offer prayer perfectly. So fill some hearts among men with love towards them, and (O Allah) provide them with fruits, so that they may give thanks.' (14.37) Ishmael's mother went on suckling Ishmael and drinking from the water (she had). 

When the water in the water-skin had all been used up, she became thirsty and her child also became thirsty. She started looking at him (i.e. Ishmael) tossing in agony; She left him, for she could not endure looking at him, and found that the mountain of Safa was the nearest mountain to her on that land. She stood on it and started looking at the valley keenly so that she might see somebody, but she could not see anybody. Then she descended from Safa and when she reached the valley, she tucked up her robe and ran in the valley like a person in distress and trouble, till she crossed the valley and reached the Marwa mountain where she stood and started looking, expecting to see somebody, but she could not see anybody. She repeated that (running between Safa and Marwa) seven times." 

The Prophet said, "This is the source of the tradition of the walking of people between them (i.e. Safa and Marwa). When she reached the Marwa (for the last time) she heard a voice and she asked herself to be quiet and listened attentively. She heard the voice again and said, 'O, (whoever you may be)! You have made me hear your voice; have you got something to help me?" And behold! She saw an angel at the place of Zam-zam, digging the earth with his heel (or his wing), till water flowed from that place. She started to make something like a basin around it, using her hand in this way, and started filling her water-skin with water with her hands, and the water was flowing out after she had scooped some of it." 

The Prophet added, "May Allah bestow Mercy on Ishmael's mother! Had she let the Zam-zam (flow without trying to control it) (or had she not scooped from that water) (to fill her water-skin), Zam-zam would have been a stream flowing on the surface of the earth." The Prophet further added, "Then she drank (water) and suckled her child. The angel said to her, 'Don't be afraid of being neglected, for this is the House of Allah which will be built by this boy and his father, and Allah never neglects His people.' The House (i.e. Kaba) at that time was on a high place resembling a hillock, and when torrents came, they flowed to its right and left. She lived in that way till some people from the tribe of Jurhum or a family from Jurhum passed by her and her child, as they (i.e. the Jurhum people) were coming through the way of Kada'. They landed in the lower part of Mecca where they saw a bird that had the habit of flying around water and not leaving it. They said, 'This bird must be flying around water, though we know that there is no water in this valley.' They sent one or two messengers who discovered the source of water, and returned to inform them of the water. So, they all came (towards the water)." The Prophet added, "Ishmael's mother was sitting near the water. They asked her, 'Do you allow us to stay with you?" She replied, 'Yes, but you will have no right to possess the water.' They agreed to that." The Prophet further said, "Ishmael's mother was pleased with the whole situation as she used to love to enjoy the company of the people. So, they settled there, and later on they sent for their families who came and settled with them so that some families became permanent residents there. The child (i.e. Ishmael) grew up and learnt Arabic from them and (his virtues) caused them to love and admire him as he grew up, and when he reached the age of puberty they made him marry a woman from amongst them. 

After Ishmael's mother had died, Abraham came after Ishmael's marriage in order to see his family that he had left before, but he did not find Ishmael there. When he asked Ishmael's wife about him, she replied, 'He has gone in search of our livelihood.' Then he asked her about their way of living and their condition, and she replied, 'We are living in misery; we are living in hardship and destitution,' complaining to him. He said, 'When your husband returns, convey my salutation to him and tell him to change the threshold of the gate (of his house).' When Ishmael came, he seemed to have felt something unusual, so he asked his wife, 'Has anyone visited you?' She replied, 'Yes, an old man of so-and-so description came and asked me about you and I informed him, and he asked about our state of living, and I told him that we were living in a hardship and poverty.' On that Ishmael said, 'Did he advise you anything?' She replied, 'Yes, he told me to convey his salutation to you and to tell you to change the threshold of your gate.' Ishmael said, 'It was my father, and he has ordered me to divorce you. Go back to your family.' So, Ishmael divorced her and married another woman from amongst them (i.e. Jurhum). 

Then Abraham stayed away from them for a period as long as Allah wished and called on them again but did not find Ishmael. So he came to Ishmael's wife and asked her about Ishmael. She said, 'He has gone in search of our livelihood.' Abraham asked her, 'How are you getting on?' asking her about their sustenance and living. She replied, 'We are prosperous and well-off (i.e. we have everything in abundance).' Then she thanked Allah' Abraham said, 'What kind of food do you eat?' She said. 'Meat.' He said, 'What do you drink?' She said, 'Water." He said, "O Allah! Bless their meat and water." The Prophet added, "At that time they did not have grain, and if they had grain, he would have also invoked Allah to bless it." The Prophet added, "If somebody has only these two things as his sustenance, his health and disposition will be badly affected, unless he lives in Mecca." The Prophet added," Then Abraham said Ishmael's wife, "When your husband comes, give my regards to him and tell him that he should keep firm the threshold of his gate.' When Ishmael came back, he asked his wife, 'Did anyone call on you?' She replied, 'Yes, a good-looking old man came to me,' so she praised him and added. 'He asked about you, and I informed him, and he asked about our livelihood and I told him that we were in a good condition.' Ishmael asked her, 'Did he give you any piece of advice?' She said, 'Yes, he told me to give his regards to you and ordered that you should keep firm the threshold of your gate.' On that Ishmael said, 'It was my father, and you are the threshold (of the gate). He has ordered me to keep you with me.' 

Then Abraham stayed away from them for a period as long as Allah wished, and called on them afterwards. He saw Ishmael under a tree near Zamzam, sharpening his arrows. When he saw Abraham, he rose up to welcome him (and they greeted each other as a father does with his son or a son does with his father). Abraham said, 'O Ishmael! Allah has given me an order.' Ishmael said, 'Do what your Lord has ordered you to do.' Abraham asked, 'Will you help me?' Ishmael said, 'I will help you.' Abraham said, Allah has ordered me to build a house here,' pointing to a hillock higher than the land surrounding it." The Prophet added, "Then they raised the foundations of the House (i.e. the Ka'ba). Ishmael brought the stones and Abraham was building, and when the walls became high, Ishmael brought this stone and put it for Abraham who stood over it and carried on building, while Ishmael was handing him the stones, and both of them were saying, 'O our Lord! Accept (this service) from us, Verily, You are the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.' The Prophet added, "Then both of them went on building and going round the Ka'ba saying: O our Lord ! Accept (this service) from us, Verily, You are the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing." (2.127)


So, from this hadith it is easy to see that the Ka’bah had already been established as a small ‘hillock,’ a high place so it was not washed away by the periodic floods in the valley.  Furthermore, it was built under the watch of Allah and by His two prophets Ibrahim and Ishmael (p.b.u.t.).  This concurs with another hadith found in Sahih-ul-Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 55, Number 585: 
Narrated Abu Dhar: 

I said, "O Allah's Apostle! Which mosque was first built on the surface of the earth?" He said, "Al-Masjid-ul-,Haram (in Mecca)." I said, "Which was built next?" He replied "The mosque of Al-Aqsa ( in Jerusalem) ." I said, "What was the period of construction between the two?" He said, "Forty years." He added, "Wherever (you may be, and) the prayer time becomes due, perform the prayer there, for the best thing is to do so (i.e. to offer the prayers in time)." 


The original foundation of Prophet Ibrahim’s (p.b.u.h.) structure was as follows: the Eastern wall was almost 15 meters; the Hateem side wall was 10 meters; the side between the Black Stone and the Yemeni corner was a little over nine meters; and the Western wall a little over fourteen meters.  The shape was of a cube with a semi circular wall (the Hateem side) and it had no roof.  


For the first thousand years after being built, the Ka’bah was maintained by the Jurhum tribe, who had settled in the Mecca.  After them came the tibe of Khuzaa’ah who had it for about three hundred years.  Due to the continuous floods in the area the Ka’bah was destroyed at one time, but rebuilt in its original form by Qusay ibn Kilaab.  The only difference was that a roof was added for protection against the ill effects of precipitation.  It should be noted that Qusay’s tribe was the first to build houses around the Ka’bah.


The successors of the Qusay tribe were the Quraysh.  During the Prophet’s (p.b.u.h.) there was a flash flood which cracked the walls of the Ka’bah and weakened the foundation.  So, the Quraysh took it upon themselves to rebuild the Ka’bah in 600 CE.  


In this rebuilding the Quraysh did not have enough “pure” money and, as such, the circular side was not built—giving us the simple cube structure we know see and know today.  At the same time, there was a semicircular wall built to commemorate the former structure and this portion is referred to as “Hijr Isma’eel.”


In Muharram, 64 AH, the Syrian Army destroyed the Ka’bah and, before the following hajj, it was rebuilt under the vice of Abdullah ibn Az-Zubayr who has narrated that: Sahih-ul-Bukhari Volume 2, Book 26, Number 656: 
Narrated Yazid bin Ruman from 'Urwa: 

'Aisha said that the Prophet said to her, "O Aisha! Were your nation not close to the Pre-lslamic Period of Ignorance, I would have had the Ka'ba demolished and would have included in it the portion which had been left, and would have made it at a level with the ground and would have made two doors for it, one towards the east and the other towards the west, and then by doing this it would have been built on the foundations laid by Abraham." That was what urged Ibn-Az-Zubair to demolish the Ka'ba. Jazz said, "I saw Ibn-Az-Zubair when he demolished and rebuilt the Ka'ba and included in it a portion of Al-Hijr (the unroofed portion of Ka'ba which is at present in the form of a compound towards the north-west of the Ka'ba). I saw the original foundations of Abraham which were of stones resembling the humps of camels." So Jarir asked Yazid, "Where was the place of those stones?" Jazz said, "I will just now show it to you." So Jarir accompanied Yazid and entered Al-Hijr, and Jazz pointed to a place and said, "Here it is." Jarir said, "It appeared to me about six cubits from Al-Hijr or so." 


So, Ibn Az-Zubayr rebuilt the Ka’bah on the original foundations; he put on a roof and used the wood of Aoud (a perfumed wood), he put two doors—one facing east and the other facing west; and he also rebuilt the hateem portion.  The following additions were also made by Ibn Az-Zubayr: a small window close to the roof to allow light inside the Ka’bah, moved the main door to ground level and raised the height by nine cubits (making the structure 20 cubits high in total) and reduced the number of pillars to three, versus the six that were there before.


In 74 AH (693 CE), Al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf al-Thaqafi demolished what Ibn Az-Zubayr had done and restored the Ka’bah to how the Quraysh had built it.  This is how we find it today—with a smaller overall size; as well, he took out the Hateem, western door and the ladder that was inside, as well as reducing the size of the door by 5 cubits.  


These structural changes remained for 966 years, with minor repairs as they were needed.  In 1039 AH, though, two walls fell down and the reconstruction was taken care of by Sultan Murad Khand, the Caliph of the Ottoman empire.  The shape taken was how the Quraysh had had it before the Prophet’s time (p.b.u.h.).  The final major reconstruction happened just four years ago, in October 1996—almost 400 years since the previous change.


During this reconstruction, the only original portion left over were the stones.  All other materials were replaced, including the wooden roof.  Inside, according to Muzammil Siddiqi
, there are two pillars inside, there is a table on the side to place items, such as perfume; there are two lantern-type lamps hanging from the ceiling (no electrical lights inside), the floors and walls are made of marble, there are no windows inside, there is only one door and the upper inside walls of the Ka’bah are covered with some kind of curtain with the Kalimah written on it.  The space inside can accommodate about fifty people.

The Black Stone
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Sahih-ul-Bukhari,Volume 2, Book 26, Number 667: 
Narrated 'Abis bin Rabia: 

'Umar came near the Black Stone and kissed it and said "No doubt, I know that you are a stone and can neither benefit anyone nor harm anyone. Had I not seen Allah's Apostle kissing you I would not have kissed you." 


The black stone was put in its place by the Prophet Ibrahim (p.b.u.h.) and it was in order to give a starting point for the circumambulation (tawwaf) around the Ka’bah.  Although no proof was written down in his book, Bilal Philips (see endnotes) states that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) explained that the stone is from Paradise and used to be white—but it turned black due to the sins of mankind.  

During the rebuilding of the Ka’bah by the Quraysh, there was a great quarrel, as each chief wanted the honour of placing the black stone in the proper place.  This problem was solved however, by the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) when he suggested that the stone be placed on a cloth and each chief hold a piece of the cloth.  Then the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) replaced the stone himself.  


Ibn Az-Zubayr had a play in this as well—during the time when he and his followers rebelled against the Caliph Yazeed there was a siege.  And as a result of some catapults launced by Yazeed’s army the black stone was smashed into three pieces.  


During 929 CE there was a group of fanatical Shi’ites who invaded Mecca and stole the black stone, under the commond of Abu Tahir al-Junabee.  Some time later the black stone was ordered to be returned by the more powerful Fatimid rulers.  
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The History of Bait-ul-Ateeq
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