
Major Sin # 25: Taking False Oath

إِنَّ الَّذِينَ يَشْتَرُونَ بِعَهْدِ اللّهِ وَأَيْمَانِهِمْ ثَمَنًا قَلِيلاً أُوْلَـئِكَ لاَ خَلاَقَ لَهُمْ فِي الآخِرَةِ وَلاَ يُكَلِّمُهُمُ اللّهُ وَلاَ يَنظُرُ إِلَيْهِمْ يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ وَلاَ يُزَكِّيهِمْ وَلَهُمْ عَذَابٌ أَلِيمٌ

Verily, those who purchase a small gain at the cost of Allah's Covenant and their oaths, they shall have no portion in the Hereafter (Paradise). Neither will Allâh speak to them, nor look at them on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He purify them, and they shall have a painful torment. (Aali Imran 3:77)

This verse was revealed when there was a land dispute between a Muslim and a Jew.  The Muslim claimed ownership of the land and the Prophet (saw) asked him to take an oath to that effect.  At that moment the above verse was revealed and, after witnessing this revelation, the Muslim abstained from taking the oath and gave the Jew back his rights.  Thus, this verse refers to a person who gains some worldly advantage at the cost of losing his/her entrance ticket to Paradise.

At another time the Prophet (saw) said, “If someone is ordered (by a judge) to take an oath (in a dispute) and he takes a false oath in order to appropriate the property of a Muslim then it becomes compulsory on Allah to send him to the fire, thereby forbidding access to Paradise.”  A companion asked, “What if it is something small, O Messenger of Allah (saw)?”  The Prophet (saw) replied, “Even if it is a Miswak twig from the Arak tree.” (Muslim)

In general society, there are those who lie and cheat in order to make a profit from selling faulty products – in this respect, the Prophet (saw) said, “There are three types of people whom Allah will not speak to on the Day of Resurrection nor will He purify them (i.e. in order to enter Paradise).”  This was repeated three times and then Abu Dharr remarked, “They are the wretched and they are losers – who are they, O Messenger of Allah (saw)?”  The Prophet (saw) replied, “The one who trails his garment out of pride, the one who recounts his/her favours to others in public and the one who sells his merchandise backed by false oaths.” (Bukhari)

How does one take an oath?  The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “Allah forbids you to swear by your fathers.  Therefore, the one who has to take an oath should either swear by Allah or remain silent.” (Bukhari
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