
Tattoos – Halal or Haraam in Islam?

Part One – Who Makes Up the Rules in Islam?
In the religion of Islam there are only two sources of information used for the creation of Law – these are the Qur’an and the authentic narrations (Hadith) of the Messenger (saw
).  There is no exception in this.  As such, it is impermissible for a person to make up their own rules; as well, it is impermissible for a person to pick and choose what he/she wants to follow.  Being Muslim does not entail fulfilling one’s desires – rather, it entails full, unconditional surrender and submission to the Law of Allah and absolute adherence to the directives of His Messenger (saw).  This is evidenced by the following verses of the Qur’an: 
· And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger (saw) he has indeed achieved a great achievement (i.e. will be made to enter Paradise). (Al-Ahzab 33:71)
· It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed in a plain error. (Al-Ahzab 33:36)

· O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger (saw), and those of you (Muslims) who are in authority. And if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger (saw), if you truly believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better and more suitable for final determination. (An-Nisa 4:59)

· When there comes to them some matter touching (public) safety or fear, they make it known among the people.  If only they had referred it to the Messenger (saw) or to those charged with authority among them, the proper investigators would have understood it and explored it from them (directly).  Had it not been for the Grace and Mercy of Allah upon you, all but a few of you would have fallen into the clutches of Shaitan (Satan). (An-Nisa 4:83)

· "And direct your face entirely towards the religion Hanifa (Islamic Monotheism), and never be one of the Mushrikun (polytheists). (Yunus 10:105)

· And whatsoever the Messenger (saw) gives you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it), and fear Allah. (Al-Hashr 59:7)

Part Two – What is a Major Sin?

What distinguishes a major sin from a minor sin is that a major sin is activity that involves and/or negatively affects other individuals and/or a community.  Further, the major sin includes those that have been mentioned by name in the Qur’an and/or authentic Hadith as being a heinous crime that may take a person to the Hellfire ; as well as those deeds which are cursed by our Prophet (saw).  Most of these major sins are categorized with a specified punishment and/or trial in the grave (barzakh) and/or in the Hellfire.
Part Three – Tattoos

The pain and agony that the person experiences from the needles piercing skin add to these images The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “There should be neither harming nor reciprocating harm.” Narrated by Ibn Majaah (784); classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Irwa’ al-Ghaleel. 

What is Tattooing?  Tattooing is defined as changing the colour of the skin by first inserting a needle into the skin until blood flows.  This is followed by injecting kohl or ingraining an indelible pigment or permanent ink or by raising scars into that place, so that the skin takes on a colour other than that which Allah created.  Tattooing permanently disfigures the face and other parts of the body with colored pigment and designs.  Some Arabs, especially women, are in the habit of tattooing large areas of their bodies. People of certain religious sects tattoo pictures of their deities or religious rituals on their hands and chests.   It is also enjoyed simply as an art, a form of self expression, or as a fad.   
Based on this common definition, tattoos are HARAAM.  Why?
1. The pain that a person experiences from the tattoo can last several weeks or months.  Also, there is a great chance for infection if the wound is not treated with care.  In this respect the Prophet (saw) said, “There is neither harming nor reciprocating harm.” (Narrated by Ibn Majaah (784); classed as sahih by al-Albaani in Irwa’ al-Ghaleel) 

2. Due to the disfigurement and/or mutilation of the body, tattooing is considered Haraam and this ruling is found in the following narration: Narrated 'Abdullah bin Yazid Al-Ansari:  "The Prophet (saw) forbade robbery (taking away what belongs to others without their permission) and he also forbade mutilation (or maiming) of bodies.  (Translation of Sahih Bukhari, Oppressions, Volume 3, Book 43, Number 654)"   

3. Third, tattooing, in which the skin is pierced with a needle and a coloured dye is injected, is haraam in all forms, whether it causes pain or not, because it involves changing the creation of Allah, and because the Prophet (saw) cursed the one who does tattoos and the one for whom that is done. In al-Saheehayn it is narrated that ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ood said that the Prophet (saw) said, “May Allah curse the women who do tattoos and those for whom tattoos are done, those who pluck their eyebrows and those who file their teeth for the purpose of beautification and, in the process, alter the creation of Allah.” (al-Bukhaari, al-Libaas, 5587; Muslim, al-Libaas, 5538).  Further, in his well-known book, The Lawful and the Prohibited in Islam, the prominent Muslim scholar, Shaikh Yusuf Al-Qaradawi, states: “Islam denounces excesses in beautifying oneself when it alters the physical features that Allah created him with. The Glorious Qur'an considers such alterations as inspired by Satan, who "...will command them (his devotees) to change what Allah has created...” (An-Nisa': 119) Tattooing is one of those excesses, which the Prophet (saw) denounced in the above hadith.

4. Tattooing is considered a major sin because of the explicit curse of Allah’s Messenger as noted in the above hadith and in the following narration: Narrated 'Abdullah ibn Mas’oodwho said, "Allah has cursed those women who practice tattooing and those who get themselves tattooed, and those who remove their face hairs, and those who create a space between their teeth artificially to look beautiful; such women change the features created by Allah.   Why then should I not curse those whom the Prophet has cursed?  And that is in Allah's Book.” {i.e. His Saying:  'And what the Prophet gives you take it and what he forbids you abstain (from it).' (59.7)  (Translation of Sahih Bukhari, Dress, Volume 7, Book 72, Number 815)"

What about bleaching of the skin?  

Shaykh Muhammad ibn Salih al-‘Uthaymeen was asked: Some people – especially women – use some chemical substances and natural herbs to change the colour of the skin, so that after using these chemicals and natural herbs for a while, dark skin becomes white and so on. Are there any shar’i reservations concerning this? Please note that some husbands order their wives to use these chemicals or herbs on the basis that the wife has to adorn herself for her husband. 

He replied: If this change is permanent then it is haraam and is a major sin, because it is a worse change in the creation of Allah than tattooing. It is proven that the Prophet (saw) cursed the women who does hair extensions and the woman who has that done, and the woman who does tattoos and the woman who has them done. In al-Saheehayn it is narrated that ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ood said: May Allah curse the women who do tattoos and the women who have them done, and the women who pluck eyebrows and the women who have that done, and the women who file their teeth for the purpose of beautification, those who change the creation of Allah. And he said: Why should I not curse those whom the Messenger of Allah (saw) cursed?”

 

This includes the one who does hair extensions means the one who has short hair, and she adds something to it, whether it is hair or something that resembles hair. The one who asks for hair extensions to be done is the one who asks for that to be added to her hair. The woman who does tattoos is the one who puts the tattoo on the skin by inserting a needle and the like, then fills that place with kohl or something similar which changes the colour of the skin.  The woman who asks for tattoos to be done is the one who asks someone to do a tattoo for her. The woman who plucks eyebrows means the one who plucks hair from the face, from the eyebrows or elsewhere, for herself or for someone else. The woman who asks for that to be done is the one who asks for her eyebrows to be plucked. The woman who files her teeth is the one who asks someone to file her teeth so as to widen the gaps between them. All of these things are changing the creation of Allah. (Majmoo’ Fataawa al-Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen )
Temporary Tattoos?
There is a difference between permanent adornment which changes the colour or shape of part of the body, and temporary adornment. The former is haraam and is changing the creation of Allah, and the latter is permissible.  

As was mentioned earlier, tattooing means changing the colour of skin by inserting a needle in the skin until blood flows and then, injecting kohl or something else into that place so that the skin takes on a colour other than that which Allah created.   Dyeing with henna and the like does not come under this heading. It does not change the colour of the skin, rather it is drawing and decoration with colours that disappear after a while. Allah has permitted women to adorn themselves in this manner on the following conditions:

1. That the drawing should be temporary and will disappear, and not be permanent

2. She should not put any drawings of animate beings, humans or animals
3. She should not appear with that adornment before non-mahram men

4. Those colours and dyes should not be harmful to the skin

5. There should be no resemblance to immoral or kafir women

6. She should not put any drawings of symbols that venerate deviant religions, corrupt beliefs or misguided ways

7. If it is done by someone else, it should be another woman and it should not be put on any place that is ‘awrah. 

Al-San’aani said: Some ahaadeeth give the reason for tattooing being haraam as being because it is changing the creation of Allaah, but it is not said that dyeing with henna and the like comes under this heading, and even if it does come under this heading, it is exempted according to scholarly consensus and because it happened at the time of the Prophet (saw). Subul as-Salaam (1/150). 

PermaTemp Tatoos?

There is a new phenomenon where people are tattooing permanent make-up on their faces.  This includes permanent blush and/or tracing around lips, as well as lipstick and eyeliner and eye shadow.  After a year or more, there is a requirement for reapplication. 

Shaykh ‘Abdullah ibn Jibreen was asked regarding this issue.  He replied that this is not permissible because it comes under the heading of tattooing, and the Prophet (saw) cursed the women who does tattoos and the woman who asks for that to be done. If this outlining of the lips and eyes remains for a year or half a year, then it is done again when it fades and remains for a similar length of time, then it is similar to the tattooing and that is haraam. 
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