Tauhid

Islamic Monotheism has three aspects: 

A. Oneness of the Lordship of Allah; Tauhid ar-Ruboobiya: To believe that there is only One Lord for all the universe, its Creator, Organizer, Planner, Sustainer, and the Giver of Security, etc. and that is Allah. 

B. Oneness of the worship of Allah; Tauhid al-Uluhiya: To believe that none has the right to be worshipped [e.g. praying, invoking, asking for help (from the unseen), swearing, slaughtering sacrifices, giving charity, fasting, pilgrimage, etc.] but Allah. 

C. Oneness of the Names and the Qualities of Allah: Tauhid al-Asma was-Sifat: To believe that: 

i. We must not name or qualify Allah except with what He or His Messenger (saw) has named or qualified Him as; 

ii. None can be named or qualified with the Names or Qualifications (Attributes) of Allah; e.g. Al-Karim; 

We must confirm all of Allah's Names & Attributes which are stated in His Book (The Quran) or mentioned through His Messenger (saw
) without changing them or ignoring them completely or twisting the meanings or giving resemblance to any of the created things.  For example, Allah said:

"There is nothing like unto Him and He is All-Hearer, the All-Seer" (42:11)

This verse confirms the quality of hearing and the quality of sight for Allah without resemblance to others.  He also said:

"To one whom I have created with Both My Hands," (38:75)

This confirms two Hands for Allah, but there is no similarity for them.  

These three aspects of Tauhid are included in the meaning of La ilaha ill-Allah (There is no deity worthy of worship except for Allah).  It is also essential to follow Allah's Messenger, Muhammad (saw) – this is known as Wajub al-Itteba'  and it is part of Tauhid al-Uluhiya.  This is included in the meaning, "I testify that Muhammad (saw) is Allah's Messenger," which includes the meaning, "None has the right to be followed except for Allah's Messenger (saw)".

This is evident in verses of the Noble Qur'an, such as the following:

And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad (saw) gives you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it). (59:7)

Say (O Muhammad (saw) to mankind), 'If you (really) love Allah then follow me Allah will love you and forgive you of your sins.' (3:31)

And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed in a plain error. (33:36)
Shahada

Shahada has three aspects – The First Part is the belief and internal confession of the heart which is described here:

Point 1: Tauhid ar-Ruboobiya 

· A confession with your heart that the Creator (of everything) is Allah.  It is testify that the Creator of all the universe, including the stars, the planets, the sun, the moon, the heavens, the earth with all its known and unknown forms of life, is Allah. He is the Organizer and Planner of all its affairs. It is He Who gives life and death, and He (i.e. Allah Alone) is the Sustainer, and the Giver of Security, etc. As mentioned above, this is called the "Oneness of the Lordship of Allah," or Tauhid-ar-Ruboobiya. 

Point 2: Tauhid al-Uluhiyya 

· A confession with your heart that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah Alone.  The word "Worship" (i.e. Ibadah) carries a great number of meanings in the Arabic language: It conveys that all kinds of worship are meant for Allah (and none else, whether it be an angel, Messenger, Prophet Jesus - son of Mary, Ezra, Muhammad, saint, idol, the sun, the moon and all other kinds of false deities). So pray to none but Allah, invoke none but Allah, ask for help from none but Allah, swear by none but Allah, offer an animal as sacrifice to none but Allah, etc.  The sum of this belief is that all that Allah and Allah’s Messenger (saw) order you to do you must do, and all that Allah, the Messenger (saw) forbid you from, you must not do. And this is called the confession for the "Oneness of the Worship of Allah", Tauhid-al-Uluhiyya. 

· Those whom they invoke besides Allah have not created anything, but are themselves created. (16:20) 
Point 3: Tauhid al-Asma was-Sifat 

A confession with your heart to testify that all the best of names and the most perfect qualities with which Allah has named or qualified Himself in His Book (i.e. the Qur’an) or as the Prophet Muhammad (saws) has named or qualified Him; to confirm that all those (names and qualifications) are for Allah, without changing their meanings or neglecting them completely or giving resemblance to others.
The Second Part of the Shahadah is the utterance of the words:  La ilaha ill Allah, Muhammad-ur-Rasul Allah (There is no deity worthy of worship except for Allah and the only one who should be followed is Muhammad (saw)).

The Third Part of the Shahada is the action of the body.  It is essential that the limbs and all other parts and organs of one’s body testify to the Shahada.  So whoever has confessed this (with his or her Lord), he shall not commit sins like robbing, killing, stealing, illegal sexual intercourse, eating the swine, drinking alcoholic beverages, taking undue advantage of orphan’s property, cheating in trade, bribery and earning money through illegal means, telling lies, back-biting etc.  If one does, however, chooses to sin using his body, the limbs and all other parts and organs of his body will testify against him that he was a liar in his words which he pledged to Allah. In case he commits the above sins, he should know that it is a sin that obliges him to repent to Allah and ask Allah’s Forgiveness, as (his) body parts (i.e. skin, private parts, hands, tongue, ears, etc.) will testify to the above mentioned crimes (i.e. actions) against his self on the Day of Resurrection. This is mentioned in the Noble Qur'an: 

On the Day when their tongues, their hands, and their legs or feet will bear witness against them as to what they used to do. (24:24)

And with the confession of this great sentence a person enters in the fold of (i.e. embraces) the Islamic religion accordingly.  

Say (O Muhammad (saw)): ‘Shall We tell you the greatest losers in respect of (their) deeds?’ Those whose efforts have been wasted in this life, while they thought they were acquiring good by their deeds? They are those who deny the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) of their Lord and the meeting with Him (in the Hereafter). So their works are in vain, and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall not give them any weight. That shall be their recompense: Hell, because they disbelieved and took my Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, revelations, etc.) and My Messengers by way of jest and mockery.  Verily! Those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism), and do righteous deeds, they shall have the Gardens of Al-Firdaus (Paradise) for their entertainment.  Wherein they shall dwell (forever). No desire will they have to be removed there from. Say (O Muhammad (saw) to mankind): If the sea were ink for (writing) the Words of my Lord, surely the sea would be exhausted, before the Words of my Lord would be finished even if We brought (another sea) like it for its said.  Say (O Muhammad(saw)): I am only a man like you.  It has been inspired to me that your Ilah (God) is One Ilah (i.e. Allah). So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him/her work righteousness and associate none as a partner in the worship of his Lord." (18:103-110).

SHIRK

Definition: "Shirk" is polytheism and Polytheism is the worship of others along with Allah. It also implies attributing divine attributes to any other besides Allah. It particularly implies associating partners in worship with Allah or to set up rivals in worship with Allah or to believe that the source of power, harm or blessings is from others besides Allah.

Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him in worship, but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He pleases, and whoever sets up partners with Allah in worship, he has indeed invented a tremendous sin. ( 4:48)

There are three types of "Shirk" namely.

1. "Ash-Shirk-al-Akbar" which is Major "Shirk"
2. "Ash-Shirk-al-Asghar" which is Minor "Shirk"
3. "Ash-Shirk-al- Khafy" which is Inconspicuous "Shirk"

1. "Ash-Shirk-Al-Akbar" (the Major "Shirk"): The Major and most serious polytheistic form has four aspects:

(a) "Ash-Shirk-ad-Dua'a", i.e. Invocation. This aspect implies to invoke, supplicate or pray to other deities besides Allah.

And when they embark on the ships they invoke Allah, making their faith pure for Him only but when He brings them safely to land, behold, they give a share of their worship to others. (29:65)

(b) "Ash-Shirk-al-Ni'ah wal-Iradah wal Oasd". This aspect implies intentions, purpose and determination in acts of worship or religious deeds not for the sake of Allah but directed towards other deities.

Whoever desires the life of the world and its glitter, to them We shall pay in full (the wages of) their deeds therein and they will have no diminution therein. They are those for whom there is nothing in the Hereafter but Fire; vain are the deeds they did therein, and of no effect is that which they used to do. (11 :15-16).

(c) "Ash-Shirk-at-Ta'a." This aspect implies rendering obedience to any authority against the order of Allah.

They (Jews and Christians) took their Rabbis and their monks to be their lords (by obeying them in things that they made lawful or unlawful according to their own desires and not according to the orders of Allah) besides Allah and they also took as their lord, Jesus son of Mary while they (Jews and Christians were ordered in the Torah and the Gospel) to worship none but One God (Allah): There is none to be worshipped but He, praise and glory be to Him (far above is He) from having the partners they associate (with Him.) (9:31).

(d) "Ash-Shirk-al-Muoabbah". This implies showing the love which is due to Allah alone, to others than Him.

Yet of mankind are some who take (for worship) others besides Allah as rivals (to Allah). They love them as they love Allah but those who believe, love Allah more (than anything else). If only those who do wrong could see when they will see the torment that all power belongs to Allah and that Allah is severe in punishment. (2:165)

2. "Ash-Shirk-al-Asghar" (The Minor "Shirk" is also known as Ar-Riya' which mean: acts performed to show off.) Any act of worship or religious deed done in order to gain praise, fame or for worldly purposes falls under this minor form.

Say (O Muhammad): I am only a man like you. I have been inspired that your God is One God (Allah). So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate none as a partner in the worship of his Lord. (18:110)

3. "Ash-Shirk-al-Khafy" (The inconspicuous "Shirk"). This type implies being inwardly dissatisfied with the inevitable condition that has been ordained for one by Allah; conscientiously lamenting that had you done or not done such and such or had you approached such and such you would have had a better status, etc.

The Prophet Muhammad (saw) said: “Ash-Shirk-al-Khafy in the Muslim nation is more inconspicuous than the creeping of black ant on black rock in the pitch-darkness of the night." (Sahih Bukhari)

KUFR
Kufr is disbelief in any of the articles of Faith in Islam which are:

1. Belief in Allah 

2. The Angels

3. All Messengers – without any distinction  

4. The Books

5. The Day of Judgment 

6. Qadar (Divine Preordainments i.e. whatever Allah has ordained must come to pass) 

There are two aspects of disbelief:

1. Al-Kufr-al-Akbar (The major disbelief): This aspect excludes one completely from the fold of Islam and there are five types (of this major disbelief):

a. Kufr at-Takdheeb. This implies disbelieving the divine truth or denying of any of the articles of Faith.

· Then who does more wrong than one who utters a lie against Allah and denies the truth [this Qur'an, the Prophet (Muhammad (saw), the Islamic Monotheism, the Resurrection, and the reward or punishment according to good or evil deeds], when it comes to him. Is there not in Hell an abode for the disbelievers? (39:32)

b. Kufr al-Ibaa' wat-Takabbur ma'at-Tasdeeq. This implies rejection and pride to submit to Allah's Commandments after conviction of their truth.

· And (remember) when We said to the angels: 'Prostrate yourself before Adam.' And they prostrated except Iblis, he refused and was proud and was one of the disbelievers (disobedient to Allah). (2:34)

c. Kufr ash-Shak waz-Zan. This implies doubting or lacking of conviction in the six articles of Faith.

· And he went into his garden while in a state (of pride and disbelief) unjust to himself. He said: 'I think not that this will ever perish. And I think not the Hour will ever come, and if indeed I am brought back to my Lord (on the Day of Resurrection) I surely shall find better than this when I return to Him.' His companion said to him during the talk with him: 'Do you disbelieve in Him Who created you out of dust (i.e. your father Adam), then out of Nutfah (mixed semen drops of male and female discharge), then fashioned you into a man? But as for my part (I believe) that He is Allah, my Lord, and none shall I associate as partner with my Lord.' (8:35-38)

d. Kufr al-I'raad. This implies turning away from the truth knowingly or deviating from the obvious signs which Allah has revealed.

· We created not the heavens and the earth and all that is between them except with truth and for an appointed term. But those who disbelieve turn away from that whereof they are warned. (46:3) 

e. Kufr an-Nifaaq. This implies hypocritical disbelief.

· They have made their oaths a screen (for their hypocrisy). Thus they hinder (men) from the Path of Allah. Verily, evil is what they used to do. That is because they believed, then disbelieved, therefore their hearts are sealed, so they understand not. (63:2-3) 

2. Al-Kufr-al-Asghar (The minor disbelief): This aspect of disbelief does not exclude one from the fold of Islam. It is also termed Kufr an-Ni'mah. This implies disbelief manifesting itself in ungratefulness for Allah's Blessings or Favours.

· "And Allah puts forward the example of a township (Makkah), that dwelt secure and well-content; its provision coming to it in abundance from every place, but it (its people) denied the Favours of Allah (with ungratefulness). So Allah made it taste the extreme of hunger (famine) and fear, because of that (evil, i.e. denying Prophet Muhammad (saw) which they (its people) used to do." (16:112).

AN-NIFAQ - HYPOCRISY
Hypocrisy is of two types, namely:

A. Hypocrisy in Belief. 

B. Hypocrisy in deeds and actions. 

A. Hypocrisy in Belief
There are six aspects of hypocrisy in Belief:

1. To contradict the Prophet Muhammad (saw) 

2. To disapprove of or contradict some or all that was brought by the Prophet Muhammad (saw). (e.g. the Qur'an, Sunnah, legal laws and principles of Islam, etc.). 

3. To hate the Prophet Muhammad (saw). 

4. To hate some or all that was brought by the Prophet Muhammad (saw) 

5. To feel happy at the disgrace of the religion of Allah's Messenger (saw) 

6. To dislike that the religion of Allah's Messenger becomes victorious

A person having these six types (of hypocrisy) will result in: 

· Verily, the hyprocrites will be in the lowest depths (grade) of the Fire; no helper will you find for them (4:145) 

Hypocrisy in deeds and actions
There are five aspects of hypocrisy in deeds and actions, and their proof is from the statement of Allah's Messenger (saw) found in Sahih Bukhari:

1. Whenever he speaks, he tells a lie. 

2. Whenever he promises, he always breaks it 

3. If you trust him, he proves to be dishonest (if you keep something as trust with him, he will not return it). 

4. Whenever he quarrels, he behaves in a very imprudent, evil, insulting manner. 

5. Whenever he makes a covenant, he proves himself treacherous. 

� Sal’Allahu ‘Alayhee Wa Salaam – May the Peace & Blessings of Allah be upon him





