The Angels – Part ONE


The Definition of "Angel"

In the Arabic language "Angel" is translated as "Malak."  This word "Malak" is derived from the root word "alaka" and "ma'lak" both of which mean "message."  Thus, the true definition of an "Angel" is "Messenger of Allah," or "Conveyers of the Message of Allah."

Believing in the Angels

Believing in angels is a fundamental belief of every Muslim and negating the existence of angels removes a person from Islam.  This is because Allah tells us this fact in the Noble Quran (2:285) – 

"The Messenger [Muhammad (saw
)] believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord and so do the believers.  Each one believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books and His Messengers."

There are 3 aspects to believing in angels, as outlined by al-Bayhaqi in "Shu'ab al-eeman:"

· Believe that they exist

· Believe that they cannot do anything unless commanded by Allah

· They are a creation of Allah and they will die

· They are not gods

· They are slaves of Allah

· They have specific roles, of which some are (but not limited to) messengers, bearers of the Throne, keepers of Paradise & Hell, recorders of man's deeds, those who drive the clouds (and rain), etc.

Each of these aspects and more will be discussed below.

Physical Characteristics of Angels

Created from…

Angels have been created from light and this is based on the following hadith in Sahih Muslim (3/2294, 2996): The Prophet (saw) said, "The angels were created from light, the jinn were created from smokeless fire and Adam was created from that which has been described to you [clay; earth]."

What is important for us to remember here is that the Prophet (saw) did not elaborate on the type of 'light' that angels were created from and neither should we.  There are many unverified reports of their type of light, what it looks like, etc. but we should be wary of making or supporting any false claims.

In terms of when they were created there is nothing which states this from the Quran or any authentic hadith; however, we do know that they were created before human beings because they were present at the time when Adam was created (Quran, 2:230; 15:29).

Can we see the angels?  Human perception does not allow us to see either the jinn or the angels – however, both of these beings can appear to us if they so wish.  The jinn can only be seen in a transformed state (i.e. as a human, or as an animal) and only the Prophets were able to see them in their original form.  The angels can be seen by Prophets in their original form (as did the Prophet Muhammad (saw) see Angel Jibreel, twice) and by the rest of humanity when they appear in the form of humans. 

Size…

The Messenger of Allah (saw) saw Jibreel in his true form on two occasions and both times are verified in the Noble Quran:

"And indeed he [Muhammad] saw him [Jibreel] in the clear horizon [toward the east]." (81:23)

"And indeed he [Muhammad] saw him [Jibreel] at a second descent (i.e. another time) near Sidrat al Muntaha [a lote treee of the utmost boundary over the seventh heaven, beyond which none can pass]." (53:13-14)

In describing Angel Jibreel, Prophet Muhammad (saw) described him as, "I saw him descending from the heavens, with his huge size filling the space between the heaven and the earth;" "having six hundred wings; "each one filling the horizon and there were multi-coloured pearls and rubies falling from his wings." (Sahih Muslim 1/159, 177; 1/160, 177; Al Bidaayah wan Nihaayah 1/47).

The angels who are 'bearers of the Throne' are even larger, as the Prophet (saw) described them as "whose feet are in the lowest earth and the Throne is resting on his horn.  The distance from his earlobe to his shoulder is like that of a bird flying for seven hundred years." (At Tabarani, Sunan Abi Dawood)

Other Physical Descriptions…

Wings – "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the [only] Originator [or the only Creator] of the heavens and the earth, Who made the angels as messengers with wings, two or three or four.  He increases in creation what He wills.  Verily, Allah is Able to do all things." (Quran 35:1)

Beauty – "He has been taught [this Quran] by one mighty in power [Jibreel].  One free from any defect in body and mind; then he [Jibreel] rose and became stable." (Quran 53:5-6)

Further, this is a concept well known by human beings as can be seen from this excerpt of Prophet Yusuf's story: "Then, when they saw him, they exalted him [at his beauty] and [in their astonishment] they cut their hands.  They said, 'How perfect is Allah! No man is this! This is none other than a noble angel!.'" (Quran 12:31)

Human - Like? – The Prophet (saw) described Jibreel as looking like Duhya ibn Khaleefah, a companion. (Sahih Muslim 1/53, 167)  In fact, Angel Jibreel would appear sometimes in the form of Duhya, when communicating with the Prophet (saw).

Gender – One of the gravest mistakes the pagan Arabs use to make is to ascribe the angels as 'daughters of Allah,' a concept which is refuted by Allah in the Quran, 

"And they make the angels, who themselves are slaves of the Most Gracious [Allah], as females.  Did they witness their creation? Their testimony will be recorded and they will be questioned!." (Quran 43:19)  and 

"Verily, it is of falsehood that they [Quraysh pagans] say: 'Allah has begotton [offspring – the angels being the daughters of Allah]?' And, verily, they are liars!" (Quran 37, 151-152)

In essence, angels have no gender and they find it offensive to be called as females.  This is important for us to understand, because angels are continually created by Allah – they do not reproduce among themselves.  At the same time, it should be noted that, when taking human form, angels appear in the form of males, in all respects. (Quran 19:17)

How many are there?

Allah does not give us a specific number, but rather tells us that the knowledge of 'how many'  is only with him – "And none can know the hosts of your Lord but He." (Quran 74:31)

However, we can guestimate that there are millions upon millions, based upon the following hadith: the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "On that DAY, Hell will be brought with seventy thousand ropes, each of which will be pulled by seventy thousand angels." (Sahih Muslim 4/2184, 2842)  This equals 49 Million angels.

Furthermore, the angel Jibreel described what is known as "Al-Bayt al-Ma'moor
" and said that "every day seventy thousand angels pray in it and they never come back to it." (Sahih Bukhari 6/103, 2207)

What are their names?

We know of the following names:

a. Jibreel (Quran 2:97-98)

b. Mikaa'eel (Quran 2:97:98)

c. Israafeel (Sahih Muslim 1/534, 770)

d. Maalik (Quran 43:77)

e. Ridwaan (Tafsir Ibn Kathir)

f. Munkar & Nakir (Sahih Muslim)

g. Haroot & Maroot (Quran 2:102)

h. Azraa'eel (Al Bidaayah wan-Nihaayah 1/50, Ibn Kathir – no proof from the Quran or the authentic hadith; this is perhaps taken from biblical sources)

i. Raqeeb and 'Ateed; Kiraaman and Katibeen – these are NOT names, but rather adjectives which mean 'recorders'

Do they die?

Yes, as Allah mentions in the Noble Quran (39:68) that everything will be taken away, except whom Allah wills.
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� Sal'Allahu 'alayhi wa Salaam – May the Mercy and Peace of Allah be upon him


� The Much Frequented House – this refers to a "heavenly" version of the Ka'ba and is circumbulated by the angels.  The Prophet (saw) saw this during the Isra'.  Furthermore, scholars have deduced that it is geographically and spatially directly above the Ka'ba.





