
Angels – Part Two

The Angels and Adam (as)

The Prophet (saw) said, "Allah created Adam in His image and Adam was sixty cubits tall.  When He had created him, Allah said, 'Go and greet them – a group of angels who were sitting – and listen to how they respond, for that will be your greeting and the greeting of your descendants.'  So Adam said, 'As-Salaamu 'alaykum,' and the angels replied, 'As-Salaamu 'alayka wa rahmat-Allahi.'" (Sahih Bukhari 11/3/6227)

The Prophet (saw) said, "When Adam died, the angels washed his body with water an odd number of times.  Then, they buried him in a grave with an alcove and said, 'This is the way of the people of Adam.'" (Saheeh al Jaami' 5/48)

The Angels and the Descendants of Adam (as)

In Creation of Humans – The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "Each one of you comes together in his/her mother's womb for forty days and then becomes an 'alaqah (clot) for a similar period of time.  Then he/she becomes a mudghah (chewed lump of flesh) for a similar time.  Then, (after 120 days) Allah sends an angel, to the embryo, who is commanded with four things.  It is said to the angel, 'Write down his/her deeds, his/her provision, his/her lifespan and his/her destination for doom or bliss.'  Then the soul is breathed into him/her." (Sahih Bukhari 6/303/3208)

At the time of Death – He is the Irresistible, Supreme over His slaves, and He sends guardians (angels guarding and writing all of one's good and bad deeds) over you, until when death approaches one of you, Our Messengers (angel of death and his assistants) take his soul, and they never neglect their duty. (Al-An'am 6:61)
As Emissaries of Allah to His Messengers & Prophets – Say (O Muhammad Peace be upon him ): "Whoever is an enemy to Jibrael (Gabriel) (let him die in his fury), for indeed he has brought it (this Qur'ân) down to your heart by Allâh's Permission, confirming what came before it [i.e. the Taurât (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel)] and guidance and glad tidings for the believers. (Al-Baqarah 2:97)

As those who bring Revelations (Wahy) to the Prophets – The Messenger said, "Sometimes it comes to me like the ringing of a bell and that is the hardest for me.  Then it departs from me and I understand what has been said.  Sometimes the angel comes to me in the form of a man who speaks to me and I understand what he says." (Sahih Bukhari 1/18/2) 

Also, during Ramadan, Angel Jibreel would come to confirm the Wahy – from Ibn Abbas, "The Messenger of Allah (saw) was the most generous of people and he was at his most generous during Ramadan, when he used to meet Jibreel; he (saw) would meet with Jibreel every Ramadan to study the Qur'an.  The Messenger of Allah was more generous in doing good than the wind when it blows." (Sahih Bukhari 1/30/6)

Teaching Humans How & When to Pray – The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "Jibreel led me in prayer at the Ka'bah twice.  He led me in praying Dhuhr when the sun had passed its zenith by the length of a sandal-thong and he led me again in praying 'Asr when the shadow of every object was the same length as the object itself.  He led me in praying Maghrib at the time when the fasting person breaks his/her fast.  He led me in praying 'Ishaa' when the twilight had ended. And he led me in praying Fajr at the time when food and drink had become haraam for the one who is fasting. 

On the following day, he led me in praying Dhuhr when the shadow of an object was the same length as the object itself.  He led me in praying 'Asr when the shadow of an object was twice as long as the object itself.  He led me praying Maghrib at the time when the fasting person breaks his/her fast.  He led me in praying 'Ishaa' when a third of the night had passed.  He led me praying Fajr when there was a fair amount of light.  Then he turned to me and said, 'O Muhammad, these are the times (observed by) the Prophets before you and the time (for each prayer) is anywhere between these two times (mentioned in each case).'" (Sahih Sunan Abi Dawood 1/79/377)

Why didn't Allah send Angels as Messengers? And they say: "Why has not an angel been sent down to him?" Had We sent down an angel, the matter would have been judged at once, and no respite would be granted to them.  And had We appointed him an angel, We indeed would have made him a man, and We would have certainly caused them confusion in a matter which they have already covered with confusion (i.e. the Message of Prophet Muhammad SAW). (Al-An'am 6:8-9)

In terms of confusion, we need to remember when the angels came to visit Ibraheem (as) and Lut (as) – neither of these great Prophets recognized their guests as angels, because the angels were in human form.  Thus, if they had known Ibraheem (as) would not have offered them food, nor would Lut (as) have been afraid for their safety.  Further, the Prophet (saw) became quite afraid upon seeing Jibreel in his true angelic form.

And even if We had sent down unto them angels, and the dead had spoken unto them, and We had gathered together all things before their very eyes, they would not have believed, unless Allâh willed, but most of them behave ignorantly. (Al-An'am 6:111)

Recording the Deeds of Humans – But verily, over you (are appointed angels in charge of mankind) to watch you, Kirâman (honourable) Kâtibîn writing down (your deeds), They know all that you do. (Al-Infitar 82:10-12)

"Woe to us! What sort of Book is this that leaves neither a small thing nor a big thing, but has recorded it with numbers!" And they will find all that they did, placed before them, and your Lord treats no one with injustice. (Al-Kahf 18:49)

The messenger of Allah (saw) said, "A person may say something that is pleasing to Allah, but he/she doesn't realize it and Allah raises their status by many degrees because of it.  And, a person may something that angers Allah, but he/she does not realize it and for that he/she may be thrown deep into Hell." (Sahih Bukhari 11/308/6478)

Having said this, we have to remember that Allah is the Most Merciful, the Oft-Forgiving and so this is why we must always, constantly ask Allah for forgiveness, especially for the things we say unconsciously – Allâh blots out what He wills and confirms (what He wills). And with Him is the Mother of the Book (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfûz) (Ra'd 13:39)

Furthermore, regarding the Mercy of Allah – the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "The angel on the left holds up his pen (refrains from writing down) for six hours after a Muslim commits a sin.  If a person regrets it and asks Allah for forgiveness, he casts it aside (does not write down the sin), otherwise, he writes it down as one bad deed (sayi'ah)." (Sahih al Jaami' 2/212)

Testing Humans – The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "Allah wanted to test three people who were from Bani Isra'eel.  They were a leper, a blind man and a bald-headed man. So, he sent them an angel who came to the leper and said, 'What thing do you like most?' He replied, "Good color and good skin, for the people have a strong aversion to me.' The angel touched him and his illness was cured, and he was given a good color and beautiful skin. The angel asked him, 'What kind of property do you like best?' He replied, 'Camels (or cows).' (The narrator is in doubt, for either the leper or the bald-headed man demanded camels and the other demanded cows.) So he (i.e. the leper) was given a pregnant she-camei, and the angel said (to him), 'May Allah bless you in it.' 

The angel then went to the bald-headed man and said, 'What thing do you like most?' He said, 'I like good hair and wish to be cured of this disease, for the people feel repulsion for me.' The angel touched him and his illness was cured, and he was given good hair. The angel asked (him), 'What kind of property do you like bests' He replied, 'Cows,' The angel gave him a pregnant cow and said, 'May Allah bless you in it.' The angel went to the blind man and asked, 'What thing do you like best?' He said, '(I like) that Allah may restore my eye-sight to me so that I may see the people.' The angel touched his eyes and Allah gave him back his eye-sight. The angel asked him, "What kind of property do you like best?' He replied, 'Sheep.' The angel gave him a pregnant sheep. Afterwards, all the three pregnant animals gave birth to young ones, and multiplied and brought forth so much that one of the (three) men had a herd of camels filling a valley, and one had a herd of cows filling a valley, and one had a flock of sheep filling a valley. Then the angel, disguised in the shape and appearance of a leper, went to the leper and said, I am a poor man, who has lost all means of livelihood while on a journey. So none will satisfy my need except Allah and then you. In the Name of Him Who has given you such nice color and beautiful skin, and so much property, I ask you to give me a camel so that I may reach my destination. The man replied, 'I have many obligations (so I cannot give you).' The angel said, 'I think I know you; were you not a leper to whom the people had a strong aversion? Weren't you a poor man, and then Allah gave you (all this property).' He replied, '(This is all wrong), I got this property through inheritance from my fore-fathers' The angel said, 'If you are telling a lie, then let Allah make you as you were before. ' 

Then the angel, disguised in the shape and appearance of a bald man, went to the bald man and said to him the same as he told the first one, and he too answered the same as the first one did. The angel said, 'If you are telling a lie, then let Allah make you as you were before.' 

The angel, disguised in the shape of a blind man, went to the blind man and said, 'I am a poor man and a traveler, whose means of livelihood have been exhausted while on a journey. I have nobody to help me except Allah, and after Him, you yourself. I ask you in the Name of Him Who has given you back your eye-sight to give me a sheep, so that with its help, I may complete my journey' The man said, 'No doubt, I was blind and Allah gave me back my eye-sight; I was poor and Allah made me rich; so take anything you wish from my property. By Allah, I will not stop you for taking anything (you need) of my property which you may take for Allah's sake.' The angel replied, 'Keep your property with you. You (i.e 3 men) have been tested and Allah is pleased with you and is angry with your two companions.'"(Sahih Bukhari 4/ 56/ 670)
Loving the Believers – The Prophet (saw) said, "When Allah loves a person, He calls to Jibreel and tells him, 'Allah loves so-and-so, so love him/her.'  Then, Jibreel loves him and calls out to the inhabitants of the heaves, 'Allah loves so-and-so, so love him/her.'  So the inhabitants of the heavens loves that person and he will find acceptance on Earth." (Sahih Bukhari 6/303/3209)

Praying for the Believers – The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "Allah and His angels and the inhabitants of the heavens and the Earth – even the ant in its hole and even the fish – send blessings upon the one who teaches the people good things." (Sahih Sunan Tirmidhi 2/243/2161)

Nearly the heavens might rent asunder from above them (by His Majesty), and the angels glorify the praises of their Lord, and ask for forgiveness for those on the earth, verily, Allâh is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. (Ash-Shura 42:5)
Further, the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "Allah and His angels send blessings on the first rows." [of those in congregational prayer] (Sahih Sunan Abi Dawood 1/120/618)

The Benefits of Angels making Du'a for us – He it is Who sends Salât (His blessings) on you, and His angels too (ask Allâh to bless and forgive you), that He may bring you out from darkness (of disbelief and polytheism) into light (of Belief and Islâmic Monotheism). And He is Ever Most Merciful to the believers. (Al-Ahzab 33:43)

The Angels also Echo our du'as – for example, the Prophet (saw) said, "The du'a of a person for his/her Muslim brother/sister in his/her absence will be answered.  At a person's head is an angel and every time any of us prays for goodness for one our brothers/sisters, this angel will echo a person's "ameen" and then add 'and may you have likewise.'" (Sahih Muslim 4/2094/2733)

According to Abu ad-Darda', the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, "The angels extend their wings (out of humbleness) towards the seeker of knowledge, because they are pleased with what he/she is doing." (Sahih Sunan Tirmidhi 2/342/2159)

The Angels who Carried The Ark of the Covenant – And their Prophet (Samuel) said to them: Verily! The sign of His Kingdom is that there shall come to you At-Tâbût (a wooden box), wherein is Sakinah (peace and reassurance) from your Lord and a remnant of that which Musâ (Moses) and Hârûn (Aaron) left behind, carried by the angels. Verily, in this is a sign for you if you are indeed believers. (Al-Baqarah 2:248)
Sources:


The World of the Noble Angels by Umar S. Al-Ashqar


Believe In Angels by Sheikh Mohamad Salih El-Munajjid








