The Day of Resurrection

Final Section

The Settling of Scores 

(i.e. Revenge)

(Sahih Muslim no. 2582) Abu Hurairah narrates that the Prophet (saw
) said: All creatures' rights will be restored to them on the Day of Resurrection, to such an extent that the hornless sheep will settle its scores with the horned sheep.

(Sahih al Jaami as-Sagheer no. 6250 & 6252) The Prophet (saw) said: Whoever hits someone with a whip unjustly, the score will be settled against him on the Day of Resurrection.  AND Whoever beats his slave/servant unjustly, the score will be settled against him on the Day of Resurrection. 

How will scores be settled?
(Sahih Bukhari 5/101) The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: Whoever wronged his brother with regard to his honour or any other matter, should seek his forgiveness today, before there are no longer any dinars or dirhams; and if he has any righteous deeds they will be taken from him in accordance with the wrong he did; and if he has no hasanaats (good deeds) some of the sayi'aats (sins) of his counterpart (his victim) will be taken and added to his burden.

(Sahih Muslim, no. 2581) The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: Do you know who is the one who is truly bankrupt?  The people replied, "The bankrupt person is the one who has no money or possessions."  But the Prophet (saw) said: Among my ummah, the one who is truly bankrupt is the one who will come on the Day of Resurrection with prayer and fasting and zakah (all to his credit), but he will have insulted this one, slandered that one, consumed the wealth of this one and shed the blood of that one and beaten that one.  So they (the victims) will all be given a portion of his good deeds and when his good deeds are finished [before judgement passes] he will be given the sins of his victims and then he will be cast into the hellfire.

What about those who die in debt?

(Sahih al Jaami as Sagheer, no. 6432) The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: Whoever dies owing a dinar or a dirham, it will be paid from his good deeds, for then there will be no dinars or dirhams.

What if I was justified?

(Sahih al Jaami, no. 7895, Ahmad & Tirmidhi) Narrated from Aa'isha: A man came and sat in front of the Messenger of Allah (saw) and said, "O Messenger of Allah, I have two slaves who tell me lies, betray me and disobey me.  So I insult them and beat them.  What is my position with regard to them?"  The Messenger of Allah (saw) replied: "On the Day of Resurrection, their betrayal, disobedience and lying will be measured against your punishment of them.  If your punishment is commensurate with their wrongs then there will be no score to settle.  However, if your punishment to them was less then their sins deserved then this will count in your favour.  BUT, if your punishment of them was more then their sins deserved then the score will be settled against you."  The man turned away and began to cry.  The Messenger of Allah (saw) said to him, "Have you not read the words of Allah? 21:47 – And We shall set up Balances of Justice on the Day of Resurrection; then none will be dealt with unjustly in anything.  And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it.  And Sufficient are We to take account."

For those who were killed/murdered?

(Jami al Usool, no. 7968) The Prophet (saw) said: The first thing concerning which judgement will passed among the people on the Day of Resurrection will be bloodshed.

An Aside: Just to make it clear – the first thing each individual will be asked about is their Salat and the first matter concerning judgement among everyone will be bloodshed. 

(Sahih Al Jaami as-Sagheeer, no. 7885) The Prophet (saw) said: A man will come holding another by the hand and will say, "O Lord this man killed me."  Allah will ask the killer "Why?"  The killer will say "I killed him so that the glory would be for you."  Allah will say, "It is for Me."  Another man will come holding another by the hand and will say, "O Lord this man killed me."  Allah will ask the killer, "Why?"  And the killer will say, "For the glory of so-and-so."  Allah will say, "It is not for so-and-so" and the killer will carry the sins of his victim.

Among the animals?

(Silsilat al Ahadeeth as Saheehah, 4/606) The Prophet (saw) said: Allah will settle the scores among all His creatures, jinn, men and animals.  On that Day, the hornless beast will settle its score with the beast with horns until there will be nothing left to be settled.  Then Allah will say, "Be dust!"  At that point the kafir will say, "I wish that I were dust!" (Quran 78:40)

Aside: There are those who deny that animals will be resurrected because animals are not responsible for their actions.  These people who believe this are known as Mu'tazilat (a sect of Muslims) and they also do not believe we will be able to see Allah on the Day of Resurrection.  However, it is important to note that while we might not know the exact reason Allah would allow settling of scores among animals, it does support the system of Perfect Justice that we talked about in previous sessions.

When will the believers settle scores among each other?

Before entrance into Paradise; the Prophet (saw) said: When the believers have been saved from the Fire, they will be detained at a bridge between Paradise and Hell, where they will settle any scores that existed among them in this world.  Then, when they have been purified, they will be granted permission to enter Paradise.  By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, all of them will be more familiar with their dwelling in Paradise than he/she was with his/her house in this world. (Sahih Bukhari 5/96)

The Balance/Scale – Al-Mizaan

And We shall set up balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it. And Sufficient are We as Reckoners. (Al-Anbiya 21:47)
(Silsilat al-ahaadeeth as-Saheehah no.941) The Prophet (saw) said: The Balance will be set up on the Day of Resurrection, and even if the heavens and the earth were to be weighed in it, they would fit.  The angels will say, "O Lord, who will be weighed in this?"  Allah will say, "Whoever I will among My creation."  The angels will say, "Glory be to You, we did not worship You as You deserved to be worshipped."

Aside: A question arises from time to time about how many scales are there?  Does each individual person have his/her own scale, or is there a scale according to actions, statements, beliefs, etc., or is there only one main scale?  The reason for this discussion is that in the above ayat (21:47) and in  23:102 & 23:103 {Then, those whose scales (of good deeds) are heavy, - these, they are the successful. And those whose scales (of good deeds) are light, they are those who lose their own selves, in Hell will they abide.} Allah mentions scales, the plural form.  To answer this question we say Allah knows best.

Are the Scales a Physical Reality?

The answer is Yes – this is obvious from the above mentioned ayats, but also, from Fath al Baari (13/578) the Balance was mentioned in Al-Hasan's presence and he said: it has a tongue and two pans.

Furthermore, from the two Sahihs, The Prophet (saw) said: Two words which are light on the tongue, but will weigh heavily in the Balance and they are beloved to the Most Merciful: Subhan Allah wa bi hamdih, Subhan Allah il'Azeem (Glory and Praise be to Allah, Glory be to Allah the Almighty).

Also, in another authentic hadith (which can be found in Majmoo' al-Fataawa Shaykh al Islam 4/302) the Prophet (saw) stated, regarding Abdullah ibn Mas'ud's calves (legs), that "In the Balance they will weigh more than [Mount] Uhud."

However, there are those who say that the scale/balance is a metaphor for justice based on the following ayat: 

And the heaven He has raised high, and He has set up the Balance. In order that you may not transgress (due) balance. And observe the weight with equity and do not make the balance deficient. (Ar-Rahman 55:7-9)

And, it is true, that in these ayaats, Allah refers to the "Balance" as "Justice" and Allah is enjoining his servants to deal with each other in a just manner.  However, if we were to look at all other mentions of the Balance in the Quran and Hadith we would find that the Balance is indeed a Reality (as we have shown already), just as our scrolls of deeds will be on paper.

Indeed, if we interpreted all mentions of the Balance as a metaphor for Justice, then we should interpret Shayateen & Jinn as metaphors for evil and the Angels simply as metaphors for goodness and Paradise & Hell as merely joy and grief.

What will be weighed in the Balance?

a. All of our words and deeds will take an appropriate, representative form on the Day of Resurrection.  For example, The Prophet (saw) said: Read the Quran, for it will come forth on the Day of Resurrection as an intercessor for its companions.  Read the two shining ones – Surah Al Baqara & Sura Al Imran – for they will come forth looking like two clouds or two patches of mist, or like two flocks of birds, spreading their wings, defending their companions. (Mishkaat al Massabeeh, no. 2120)

b. Also, our manners and attitude will be measured, as the Prophet (saw) said: Nothing will be placed in the Balance on the Day of Resurrection which will weigh more heavily than good manners and a good attitude. (Mishkaat al Massabeeh, no. 2121)

c. Even our own selves, our bodies will weighed by the scale, as people will be heavy or light according to their faith – the Messenger of Allah (saw) said: "A huge fat man will be brought forth on the Day of Resurrection and he will weigh no more before Allah than a mosquito's wing."  He (saw) then recited from the Quran 18:105 "And on the Day of Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for them."

d. Our statements will also be weighed relative to each other: Jaami al Usool, no. 7981, and this hadith is Sahih and narrated by other collections of hadith:  The Prophet (saw) said: 

Allah will select a man from my ummah before all of creation on the Day of Resurrection and will spread out for him 99 sheets [his recorded deeds], each sheet extending as far as the eye can see.  Then He will say, "Do you deny any part of this?  Have My recording scribes been unjust towards you?"  The man will say, "No, O Lord."  Allah will say, "Have you any excuse?"  The man will say, "No, O Lord."  Allah will say, "Yes indeed you have a good deed which has been stored with Us and there will be no injustice on this Day."  And Allah will bring forth a piece of paper on which is written "Ashhadu an laa ilaha ill-Allah wa ashhadu anna Muhammadan Rasoolallah."  Allah will say to the man, "Weigh this."  The man will say, "O Lord, what is this piece of paper compared to all these records?"  Allah will say, "You will not be wronged."  Then the 99 sheets will be placed in one pan and the piece of paper in the other pan.  The pan with the 99 sheets will fly up and the pan with the piece of paper will weigh heavily and nothing will outweigh the name of Alah.

What can I do to make my good deeds heavier?

i. The Prophet (saw) said: Two words which are light on the tongue, but will weigh heavily in the Balance and they are beloved to the Most Merciful: Subhan Allah wa bi hamdih, Subhan Allah il'Azeem (Glory and Praise be to Allah, Glory be to Allah the Almighty). (Sahih Muslim & Sahih Bukhari)

ii. The Prophet (saw) said: Purity is half of faith, and saying "Alhumdu Lillaah" fills the scale and saying "Subhaan Allah wal-humdu Lillaah" fills what is between heaven and earth. (Sahih Muslim, no. 223)

iii. The heaviest thing that will be placed in a person's Balance on the Day of Resurrection is good manners and Allah hates the obscene, immoral person. (Mishkaat al-Masaabeeh, no. 5081)

The Cistern – Al-Hawd

What is the Hawd?

1. The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: My cistern is as big as a month's journey and its corners are like the same (i.e. it is a square shaped pond).  It's water is whiter than milk and its fragrance is better than musk.  Its drinking vessels are like the stars of the sky.  Whoever drinks from it will never feel thirsty again. (Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)

2. The Prophet (saw) said: It is whiter than milk and sweeter than running honey.  It has pipes leading into it from Paradise, one of gold and the other of silver (Sahih Muslim)

Will everyone be able to drink from it?
The messenger of Allah (saw) said: I will be the first one among you to reach the cistern, and some men among you will come to me.  But, when I offer them something to drink it will be snatched away from them in front of me.  I will say, "O Lord, my companions!"  He will say, "You do not know what they did after you were gone." (Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)

The Bridge – As-Siraat

There is not one of you but will pass over it [Hell] (Quran 19:71)

Abu Sa'id al-Khudri reported: Some people during the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Messenger of Allah! shall we see our Lord on the Day of Resurrection? The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Yes, and added: Do you feel any trouble in seeing the sun at noon with no cloud over it, and do you feel trouble in seeing the moon (open) in the full moonlit night with no cloud over it? They said: No, Messenger of Allah! He (the Holy Prophet) said: You will not feel any trouble in seeing Allah on the Day of Resurrection any more than you do in seeing any one of them. When the Day of Resurrection comes a Mu'adhdhin (a proclaimer) would proclaim: Let every people follow what they used to worship. Then all who worshipped idols and stones besides Allah would fall into the Fire, till only the righteous and the vicious and some of the people of the Book who worshipped Allah are left. Then the Jews would be summoned, and it would be said to them: What did you worship? They will say: We worshipped 'Uzair, son of Allah. It would be said to them: You tell a lie; Allah had never had a spouse or a son. What do you want now? They would say: We feel thirsty, O our Lord! Quench our thirst. They would be directed (to a certain direction) and asked: Why don't you go there to drink water? Then they would be pushed towards the Fire (and they would find to their great dismay that) it was but a mirage (and the raging flames of fire) would be consuming one another, and they would fall into the Fire. Then the Christians would be summoned and it would be said to them: What did you worship? They would say: We worshipped Jesus, son of Allah. It would be said to them: You tell a lie; Allah did not take for Himself either a spouse or a son. Then it would be said to them: What do you want? They would say: Thirsty we are, O our Lord! Quench our thirst. They would be directed (to a certain direction) and asked: Why don't you go there to get water? But they would be pushed and gathered together towards the Hell, which was like a mirage to them, and the flames would consume one another. They would fall Into the Fire, till no one is left except he who worshipped Allah, be he pious or sinful. 

The Lord of the Universe, Glorified and Exalted, would come to them in a form recognisable to them and say; What are you looking for? Every people follow that which they worshipped. They would say: Our Lord, we kept ourselves separate from the people in the world, though we felt great need of them; we, however, did not associate ourselves with them. He would say: I am your Lord. They would say: We take refuge with Allah from thee and do not associate anything with Allah. They would repeat it twice or thrice, till some of them would be about to return. It would be said: Is there any sign between you and Him by which you will recognise Him? They would say: Yes. and the shin would be laid bare. Those who used to prostrate themselves before God of their own accord would be permitted by God to prostrate themselves. But there would remain none who used to prostrate out of fear (of people) and ostentation but Allah would make his back as one piece, and whenever he would attempt to prostrate he would fall on his back. 

{Quran 68:42 Remember the Day when the Shin shall be laid bare and they shall be called to prostrate themselves to Allah but the hypocrites shall not be able to do so.}

Then they would raise their heads and He would assume the Form in which they had seen Him the first time and would say: I am your Lord. They would say: Thou art our Lord. Then the bridge would be set up over the Hell and intercession would be allowed and they will say: O God, keep safe, keep safe.

{Then the believers will follow their Lord.  The siraat will be set up and the believers will be given their lights and they will cross the siraat.  But the light of the hypocrites will be extinguished [references to Sura al Baqara] (Sahih Muslim 1/392)}

Quran 66:8 O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance! It may be that your Lord will remit from you your sins, and admit you into Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise) the Day that Allah will not disgrace the Prophet (Muhammad SAW) and those who believe with him, their Light will run forward before them and with (their Records Books of deeds) in their right hands they will say: "Our Lord! Keep perfect our Light for us [and do not put it off till we cross over the Sirat (a slippery bridge over the Hell) safely] and grant us forgiveness. Verily, You are Able to do all things."}
It was asked: Messenger of Allah, what is this bridge? He said: The void in which one Is likely to slip. There would be hooks, tongs, spits like the thorn that is found in Najd and is known as Sa'dan. The believers would then pass over within the twinkling of an eye, like lightning, like wind, like a bird, like the finest horses and camels. Some will escape and be safe, some will be lacerated and let go, and some will be pushed into the fire of Hell till the believers will find rescue from the Fire. 

And then the intercession will happen, as we mentioned in our previous classes, and then: 

Abu Sa'id Khudri said: If you don't testify me in this hadith, then recite if you like:" Surely Allah wrongs not the weight of an atom; and if it is a good deed. He multiplies it and gives from Himself a great reward" (Qur'an 4:40). Then Allah, Exalted and Great, would say: The angels have interceded, the apostles have interceded and the believers have interceded, and no one remains (to grant pardon) but the Most Merciful of the mercifuls. He will then take a handful from Fire and bring out from it people who never did any good and who had been turned into charcoal, and will cast them into a river called the river of life, on the outskirts of Paradise. They will come out as a seed comes cut from the silt carried by flood. You see it near the stone or near the tree. That which is exposed to the sun is yellowish or greenish and which is under the shade is white. They said: Messenger of Allah! it seems as if you had been tending a flock in the jungle. He (the Holy Prophet) said: They will come forth like pearls with seals on their necks. The inhabitants of Paradise would recognise them (and say): Those are who have been set free by the Compassionate One. Who has admitted them into Paradise without any (good) deed that they did or any good that they sent in advance Then He would say: Enter the Paradise; whatever you see in it is yours. They would say: O Lord, Thou hast bestowed upon us (favours) which Thou didst not bestow upon anyone else in the world. He would say: There is with Me (a favour) for you better than this. They would say: O our Lord! which thing is better than this? He would say: It is My pleasure. I will never be angry with you after this. (Sahih Muslim No. 352)

As for the hypocrites, their end is not on the bridge, as Allah reveals in Surah 57, Verses 12-15:

On the Day you shall see the believing men and the believing women their light running forward before them and by their right hands. Glad tidings for you this Day! Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein forever! Truly, this is the great success! On the Day when the hypocrites men and women will say to the believers: "Wait for us! Let us get something from your light!" It will be said: "Go back to your rear! Then seek a light!" So a wall will be put up between them, with a gate therein. Inside it will be mercy, and outside it will be torment." (The hypocrites) will call the believers: "Were we not with you?" The believers will reply: "Yes! But you led yourselves into temptations, you looked forward for our destruction; you doubted (in Faith); and you were deceived by false desires, till the Command of Allah came to pass. And the chief deceiver (Satan) deceived you in respect of Allah." So this Day no ransom shall be taken from you (hypocrites), nor of those who disbelieved, (in the Oneness of Allah Islamic Monotheism). Your abode is the Fire, that is the proper place for you, and worst indeed is that destination.
� Sallallahu 'alayhee wa salaam –  Prayers of Peace from Allah be upon him


� The full hadith is: (Sahih, from Ahmad's Musnad) Abdullah ibn Mas'ud narrates from himself that he was a man with thin calves.  He was thrown around by the wind and the people laughed at him.  The Messenger of Allah (saw) asked, "What are they laughing at?"  Someone replied "O Prophet of Allah, they are laughing at his thin calves."  The Prophet (saw) said, "By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, they [ibn Mas'ud's calves] will weigh more heavily than Uhud in the Balance."





