Understanding Tawheed


Tawheed al-Ruboobiyyah

Tawheed al-ruboobiyyah means affirming that Allah is One and Unique in His actions, such as creation, sovereignty, controlling affairs, provision, giving life and death, sending down the rain, and so on. A person’s Tawheed is not complete unless he affirms that Allah is the Lord, Sovereign, Creator and Provider of all things, that He is the Giver of life and death, the One Who brings benefit and causes harm, the only One Who answers prayers, the One Who is in control of all things, in Whose hand is all goodness, the One Who is able to do whatever He wills – which also includes believing in the divine will and decree (al-qadar), both good and bad. 

The mushrikeen among whom the Messenger (saw) was sent did not disagree with this aspect of Tawheed, rather they affirmed it in general terms, as Allah says (interpretation of the meaning): 
“And indeed if you ask them: ‘Who has created the heavens and the earth?’ They will surely say: ‘The All‑Mighty, the All‑Knower created them’”[al-Zukhruf 43:9] 
This Tawheed – i.e., Tawheed al-Ruboobiyyah – is not denied by anyone of the sons of Adam. No one says that the world has two creators who are equal. No one argued with the idea of Tawheed al-Ruboobiyyah except Pharaoh, who denied it out of arrogance and stubbornness and even claimed – may Allah curse him – to be the Lord. Allah says of him (interpretation of the meaning): 
“Saying: ‘I am your lord, most high”
[al-Naazi’aat 79:24] 
Tawheed al- Uluhiyyah 
Tawheed Al-Uluhiyyah (or Ilaahiyyah) means that Allah alone must be worshipped.   This is based on the following ayats:

Allah says: "(The messengers said to their people): O My people! Worship Allah (alone), you have no other god (that deserves to be worshipped) besides Him." [Surah Al-A'raaf: 59, 65, 73 and 85] 

 “And I (Allah) created not the jinn and mankind except that they should worship me (Alone)” [al-Dhaariyaat 51:56] 
“Say (O Muhammad): Verily, my Salaah (prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of the ‘Aalameen (mankind, jinn and all that exists)” [al-An’aam 6:162]

Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship) while you know (that He alone has the right to be worshipped) (al-Baqara 2:22)

Essentially, then, its meaning is: "Singling Allah out in worship.” To single Him out" (Ifraad Allah) means to worship Allah and not worship anyone else besides Him - to worship only Allah and not mix anything in worship with Him. 

This is the call of the Qur’an - it addresses all those that know the revealed books and accepts the messengers, in Allah’s saying: "O People of the Book! Come to a word that is common between you and us. That we don't worship anyone except Allah and that we don't mix anything in worship with Him and that none of us take others as lords besides Allah. But if they turn away (and refuse) then say: Bear witness that we are Muslims." [Surah Aali 'Imraan: 64] 

This was the call of the prophets and messengers. So it was as if the Messenger (saws) called them and said to them: "We do not call you to say something new, rather you and us – we are the same. We say to you: Come and we are with you. We will all devote ourselves to Allah in obedience, so you and us are servants (worshippers) of Allah. No one amongst us will glorify another person with the type of glorification that is only befitting for Allah. No one amongst us will take another person as a lord besides Allah. Instead, we will all worship Him alone. You and us are equal in this respect."
What is the difference between the Names (Asma') and Attributes (as-Sifaat) of Allah?

The names of Allah are all those names that refer to Allah Himself and also refer to one of His perfect attributes that exist in Him, such as al-Qaadir (the All-Powerful), al-‘Aleem (the All-Knowing), al-Hakeem (the Most Wise), al-Samee’ (the All-Hearing), al-Baseer (the All-Seeing). These names refer to Allah Himself and to His qualities of knowledge, wisdom, hearing, sight. So the names refer to two things, while attributes refer to one thing. And it was said that the name includes the attribute and the attribute implies the name. We must believe in all the attributes that have been narrated from Allah or from the Prophet (saw) in a manner that befits Allah, whilst also believing that He does not resemble any of His creation in any of His attributes, just as He does not resemble them in His Essence.

What about the various hadith which mention humans being created in the image of Allah?  Does this mean we have the same qualities as Allah?

Al-Bukhari (6227) and Muslim (2841) narrated from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet (saw) said: “Allah created Adam in His image, and he was sixty cubits tall. When he created him he said, ‘Go and greet that group of angels who are sitting and listen to how they greet you, for that will be your greeting and the greeting of your descendents.’ So he said, ‘Al-salaamu ‘alaykum (peace be upon you),’ and they said, ‘Al-salaamu ‘alayka wa rahmat-Allaah (Peace be upon you and the mercy of Allah.’ So they added (the words) ‘wa rahmat-Allaah.’ Everyone who enters Paradise will be in the form of Adam, but mankind continued to grow shorter until now.” 
Muslim (2612) narrated that Abu Hurayrah said: The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: “When any one of fights his brother, let him avoid the face, for Allah created Adam in His image.” 
So in the above mentioned hadith we have two instances where the Messenger of Allah (saw) mentions the "image" of Allah which is to prove that Allah has an image (soorah in Arabic), in a manner that befits Him, may He be glorified and exalted. His image is one of His attributes which cannot be likened to the attributes of created beings, just as His essence cannot be likened to their essence.  

Thus, the most important aspect to mention here is that there is no references to "sameness."  Those who claim that there is indeed "sameness" are mistaken, because of the following ayats:

“There is nothing like Him, and He is the All‑Hearer, the All‑Seer” [al-Shoora 42:11] 
“And there is none co‑equal or comparable unto Him” [al-Ikhlaas 112:4] 
Another thing that will help to explain the meaning of this hadeeth is the words of the Prophet (saw): “The first group to enter Paradise will be in the image of the moon.” (al-Bukhaari, 3245; Muslim, 2834) 

[***N.B. In the Arabic for the all of these hadith, the word for "image" remains the same, as "soorah."]
What the Prophet (saw) meant here is that the first group will be in human form, but because of their purity, beauty and brightness of face they will look like the moon; so they are likened to the moon, but without resembling it. So just because a thing is said to be in the image of a thing it does not mean that it is like it in all aspects. 
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