Major Sin # 5

Not Paying “Zakat” – The Poor Alms


One of the basic fundamentals of belief is that Allah is “Ar-Razzaq,” which means The Sustainer, The Provider.  Thus, as Muslims, we recognize that everything we have and everything that is given to us comes from Allah.

So, the job that we have, the clothing we wear and the food and drink that we able to afford – all of this comes from Allah.  Also included in this concept is our education, our homes, our cars, our families and all of this is considered “wealth.”

Further, part of the test of this life is to answer the question “What will we do with the “wealth” with which Allah has provided us?”  Will we hoard it like misers and not give to anyone?  Will we hide our wealth from our children?  Will we kill our children to hold on to more wealth?  

Those who hoard up gold and silver, and spend it not in the Way of Allah, -announce unto them a painful torment.  On the Day when their hoarded wealth will be heated in the Fire of Hell and with it will be branded on their foreheads, their flanks, and their backs, (and it will be said unto them):-"This is the treasure which you hoarded for yourselves. Now taste of what you used to hoard." (At-Tawbah 9:34-35)

Moreover, the punishment will be visible to everyone: And let not those who covetously withhold of that which Allah has bestowed on them of His Bounty (Wealth) think that it is good for them (and so they do not pay the obligatory Zakat). Nay, it will be worse for them; the things which they covetously withheld shall be tied to their necks like a collar on the Day of Resurrection. And to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth; and Allah is Well​ Acquainted with all that you do. (Ali Imran 3:180)

OR, will we use what Allah has given us to secure our eternal place in the hereafter?

But seek, with that (wealth) which Allah has bestowed on you, the home of the Hereafter, and forget not your portion of legal enjoyment in this world, and do good as Allah has been good to you. (Al-Qasas 28:77)

It is better to pay NOW, rather than later: And spend (in charity) of that with which We have provided you, before death comes to one of you and he says: "My Lord! If only You would give me respite for a little while (i.e. return to the worldly life), then I should give Sadaqah of my wealth, and be among the righteous  (Al-Munafiqun 63:10)

In terms of how much Zakat to pay and when to pay it we will look at this issue when we study fiqh in the near future, Insh’Allah. 
Briefly, however, zakat is paid once a year and it is recommended that each of us chooses one day on the Islamic Calendar and pays yearly on this day.  For example, many people choose the 1st or the 15th of Ramadan, because of the added reward during this month.  Others choose the 1st of Muharram (the first day of the Islamic Calendar).  The key is to pick one day on the Islamic Calendar and to be consistent with paying the yearly Zakat on that day.

Secondly, what is due is 2.5% of what a person has saved up.  Now, the Prophet (saw) gave us a guideline to follow which states that every person must keep for himself/herself a certain basic necessity amount – 1400 years ago that amount was 200 Dirhams.  There are various interpretations for today’s age.  Anything above this basic necessity amount is applicable to Zakat (2.5%).

Next, what about jewellery?  There are different opinions, but the most widely accepted opinion is that jewellery which is worn (regularly) is NOT applicable for zakat.  However, jewellery that is being used as wealth (stocks, etc), or being stored up to be used one day as wealth IS applicable for zakat.
If a person is in debt than that person is exempt from paying zakat.  What if I have given a loan?  Do I have to pay zakat on the money?  There are differing opinions on this.
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